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Letters of Comment 
 

Dear George and Jon: 

 

Many thanks to both of you for issue 294 of Tightbeam. I will try my best to make this a fast 

letter of comment, and get it to you asap. Well, thatôs the plan, anywayé 

 

My past letteré I gather that issue 3 of Amazing Stories has emerged from the printers, and 

will be in the mail to subscribers soon. I am very pleased to be a member of the editorial team, 

and I hope this can continue for some time to come. As of today, it is 63 days until we fly off to 

England. (How do I know that? Yvonneôs got it written on the calendaré) All side trips are ar-

ranged, and thereôs a few small details to take care of. (I wonder if the impending Brexit will 

affect the British pound sterling? I expect it will, but will it make pounds cheaper or more ex-

pensive?) 

 

Jesse Silver writes about mysterious girlséI donôt watch anime at all, yet others who have 

talked to me about say one of the most popular themes in modern anime is the mysterious/

magical girl. Gotta get to an underserved part of the anime market, I supposeé 

 

In this social media era, it is far too easy to be attacked verbally for any and all opinions, espe-

cially if some of the crazies on the other side of the monitor take enormous offence. They obvi-

ously need a life, but it is a shame when you get personal attacks for your work, as Cedar Sand-

erson had to deal with. Itôs mere words, and in the past, I challenged one such jerk to come and 

get me, and teach me how wrong I was. They are still smoldering in angeréI hopeé With all 

that said, I know a number of Mormons, and when I told them there was a book of Mormon 

steampunk stories available, welléthey laughed at me. I have sent a .jpg of James Wymoreôs 

book cover to those friends, and they arenôt laughing any 

more. They areéintrigued. I wonder what Joseph Smith 

would say? 

 

Thanks for all the info on John Collier. The short stories do 

look interesting, and they might be available online in the pub-

lic domain. I think ñEvening Primroseò might have been the 

germ of an idea for a Twilight Zone episode or two. I am 

thinking of one from the 80s revival of TZ. A quick lookéthe 

original episode was from 1960, starring Anne Francis and 

James Milhollin. The remake was in 1986, starring Terry Far-

rell, Ned Bellamy and Ann Wedgeworth. I donôt think John 

Collier got any credit either time. 

 

Anywayétime to go. It will be a busy evening, and I have 

dinner to make as well. Take care, many thanks to both of you, 

and see you with the next issue. 

 

Yours, Lloyd Penney. 

1706-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke, ON 

CANADA M9C 2B 
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Dragon Mail by Angela K. Scott 



Hi George and Jon; 

 

Received Tightbeam #294 yesterday.  I read it immediately.  Another varied issue.  The cover 

illo was nicely executed with vivid colors, but it looked more like a castle in the morning fog, 

rather than a castle in the sky. 

 

Superworld Comics produced by Hugo Gernsback in 1940 was probably not a success because 

it lacked a cadre of strong heroes to anchor the book.  I had copies of this comic years ago, and 

for anybody interested, all three issues are posted for free on several internet sites.  The art is 

good by 1940 standards, and the science fiction themes were certainly strong, but despite the 

general Gernsback hoopla of scientific accuracy and teaching people science, you will find none 

of that in any of the issues.  My own personal suspicion is that the distribution for the magazine 

was never that strong, which would have been a severe limiting factor on overall sales. 

 

At this stage in his career Gernsback apparently wanted quick results from any new project he 

underwrote.  When sales figures on issue one came back and didnôt meet his expectation, he 

axed the title.  Of course the other two numbers had already been produced, printed and had 

been sent to the newsstands, but apparently sales on those issues werenôt so hot either.  Super-

world was certainly as good as Planet Comics at that stage of its existence, with better stories 

overall.  Superworld might have survived and become a sales success if Gernsback has stayed 

with it a few more numbers, and, if there had been stronger lead characters. 

 

I suppose I shouldnôt be surprised to read Cedar Sandersonôs comment about an author who was 

so upset by a negative review she wrote that the offended individual decided to organize a cam-

paign of smear and slander against her.  That is another one of the problems in this modern 

world when anybody can get anything printed in e-book format with little or no effort. 

 

It is the responsibility of a person 

reviewing any book to write an  

honest critique.  If the story is bad, 

the plot doesnôt work, the writing is 

inept, the characters thinner than 

cardboard; whatever, if there are 

flaws in a book the reviewer has to 

point those things out and deliver an 

honest opinion.  Otherwise, what is 

the point of doing a review in the 

first place? 

 

Writers need to realize that their 

new novel may not be the pinnacle 

of English language literature that 

they believe it is.  Good writers lis-

ten to critics and reviewers and pay 

attention to what those people say.  

Writers can improve their craft and 

learn to get better at delivering read-

able stories, but not if they fly into a 

hissy fit and sulk.  Bruised egos are 
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