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|l kept returning to o fi
a situation or person | ) est s
so many were here. Th L i ~ ng |
never tried before. S / Rl not
the schedul e. AP ‘

With stiff motions Ly, ’ Crow
never making eye cont Ay used
the trite slice of -ca Il s
stepped the drunken --Iw oke
knew his every wob-ahg
avoided the urchins p i ng r
despite their mothero e refj
mands.

Where to sit?

Where hadnét | sat |

Il |l ooked up from my ur -
roundi ngs.

My chest filled witd atio
moment | spotted my f ul dné¢
be predictable. Thing i ng \
|l involved him. Al way

| sauntered over an:/( i cke
foldout table. The co red |
tection from the caco ar ol
us, and | apipreéewiadtee &

Simon, the only ot hg¢ vV e
when | joined him. He I n @
bl ack puffy jacket, h e pl ¢
front of him, drillin d as
he coul dndét see it at

| stabbed my cake afi I ng
act nbrwyiahg to hide m
ing slid across the <c

AHel l o, 0 | said.

Simon | ooked up, hi g y
flashing with some so . Hat
Fear ? |1 didndot know. qui
as It came, his wvacan sappc
ment .

AHow are you enjoyif 0
Si mon asked, quiet an

Altoés hard to enjoy|Art by Angela K. Scot thyn-
dreds of times before Al dondt know what you m

Simon | ifted an eyel No one knew. 't al wags a
practice his speech wit all, even if it would I

The struggle to hol (After | fini shed muti:natteid
me from answering strijward and smiled. ATheobest
what | dm saying, o0 | whis drink. Wait for it.o
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Ail't happened one ni ghitn,go
gaze with my own. Al wagge¢
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person. You know what | me
Simon ran his thumb over
ger . He hated wheiwaever | ¢
I continued, ASo | Dboade
my temple, and right BbbbbI
heard this whispering.o
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AThe susurrations spnotk e ¢
ness itself dared me bbb B8F
nYo must have been odfr ena
i Ma ybe. But then | seaisdt 1
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flinch. | oor
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al |l meaning, | ost all pbuat
friends. Had new firstrdat
er s Had those first momer
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But the same thing ﬁopen. Really hard to nag ¢
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ing | could correct a I pointed tal it\ne bl g tcornmo
ure, knowing | <could |I had killed her in morée t
wanted, given enough (each more i maginative thaj
sense of ennui far woWindbag there. You woohtdart
pl ated suicide. But wat her, but she has arhoel
| didndét wish for dealover the place, which B ®& mg
more exciting. Somet hnow. 0 S mir
and appetite for plea AThat 6s a sick story, o S

nl Iived a perfect Il'y hope, rryour sakeSi nyo
AA | ife you couldnodét |ing for attention. o Mo n -
ey. But it wasndt eno Ails it really so bad? On

Hi s eyebrows knit tqnessds name and | r esietd e\
silent. The music swelled, and m

AYou know what | thdqtheir feet, | eaving me anct

Simon clenched her |(seated at a table D easnpti et de
to ask, but couldndt.lus moved.

Il smiled. Al thoughtg Alt wasnodot hard kil ltengo
instead?0o0 muttered.

Al t hough the music ¢ | turned my head, suawveh
silence came between [My attention flitted ®#rom
his unsteady hands ofljpostman with a missingdg Wit
the dog tags around himot her, todwakl bas@enehkimbd higi
Didnét matter. | woul|lwoman with ast hma. | dadncé
once | told hi the bfthe sole police officer fc

AAt first | was |litfg ANot even Officer Logan

More people shuffleqfight, o | said. fAHe kweptcrt
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Si mon waited, his atever hurt anyone. He doesr
al one. heds soft. He shot me a f

| exhaled, the memordai med for the arms or nayndl
| smiled wider. Al hajti me. O bef c
Therebds a rush to it Al think you might buec hsice
citement and adrenalilsai d.

Not hing topped that When | returned my atbhten
house of the old cronndédt stifle my chuckIl iBagst:H
She had once called t|[Everyone, that is, exsept
my mail box full and t Simon tensed. Still eas. a
|l remembered, even whimight | unge at her atswoye
her nagging would be I |l oved it. Not hi ng made

I went in at night, |as panic did. >g s,
and | carried my par. AYou al ways put up at of ihge
bedroom. Then | slicelreal fight. I tried tocketl
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AYou said somet hi
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I e told my secret to
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Saying the same thingbeth:e
panicked voices as | said,
or Lukas, whatdés wrong? We
my favorite, Lukas, pl easc¢
Why are you doing this?pidr
same ol 6.0 I hze
AMaybe you shoul d | ius tfeont
I smiled again as | droe ciat
neighbors. AYou know, evel
to spare their |ife. Buetd,r
really gets me going. oNoCc:«
The music sl owed and ec oru
dance out their i nneri adot
bride took the spotlibttgc
everyone around them. r 8d ¢
corner of the room. No ear
For all i ntents and p3uurtp on
stewing in the darkneasvi -

Anlf this is all true, 0 S
would you d any of this?
thing you waent .
the peopl e f Al combr gad
AWhy not? | need t he sepxict
Something to stimulate my
AJust because you canotflo

0
h
0

mean you should. o stior
I waved away hi s ¢ o nhnaelnet,
wrist. Alt doesndt matter.
inls that really whatilba
owed
omi -




Eldritch Science

Page Seven

AAre you going to timoment | had thought wyf ebve
ways | i ke all the ot hlword. e Cr ¢
tive. | 6ve heard a | o The next few secondsi mee.fq

AYou could just stojfshook off the ill ness iavned
out your I|life normall|state of barely feeliog at
the name of whatever Standing at the edgepoower
None of what you did (I glanced over my fAnewbds!l
stand that, right? Yo AAttention, everyone, 0o t

With a forceful exhdginto his microphone, siler

Si mon gripped the eqtake much of your ti meot hle
wise didndt move. Charlie and Lissa. We al/l

AWhel p,o0o | said, Ay(ding, but seriously, wheavte nt
i ng Maybe 1061l unrav|itie the knot?o0 y ou
your house again. You Laughter spread t hr onutgehrot
ing when you have thalThe guests | ifted theye. gl
your fight seems gone So fucking predictablcear ¢

ALukas. Let s tal k Il slipped through the cr

ARPeople are much mofignorance andiKkat et isdhenwec
think theyobére about t They had no i dea a gooudt w
made me nostalgic for | sidestepped the drunke

AWhat 6re you going tkaraoke, but when the ki d:¢

ASomething | havenotf all into their path. nQne
hil arious. o the frosting and sl ammed I

Simon didnoét reply. [fl oor. |l restrained as ssinoinl
neutral, as | <circledhis nose Too bad he wwal t
behind him. Still, hell esson everl
through the heavy <coa S e ¢
the tension in his bo pl i ng
skin.

AnArendét you going t
drawled. AArenodot you h
anyone?o ;

Si mon said nothing.

Als your daughter hg

He ground his teeth eard
over the music.

AThereds my favorit a
smil e. AMaybe | <can fc
the both of wus. o

ALukas Dondét . o

RnSseersangilix. o

The moment the syl
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everything coal esced past,
bringing me back-tlet




Eldritch Science

Page Eight

The mot her
wel | .
I had a
e room.
mu c h .
onde hai
g. What
otted with
ith my excit
er of the r
Qui et and
our now
gl ance
he have

ra
as
targe
The
Wh at
r shi
woul d

t
S
b
i

k bl

5 5 T O T

Wi

® " w0;w o
< O m®O

rn
| f
re
en
Di d
by the
| wish he did.
more exciting.
Marie stood b
frosting stain
dress. A vision
Sweet and innoc
best tasting dr
flocking around
of her father.
ATechni cal d
He mustodéve |
But | ignor e
bat hroom door .
caressed the
brought my gu
was more pers
| approached
Mari e gl anced

S

[
u
d
cCo
n,
on

know?

oxygen
around someti me
trust me
turned
can wait behind
That woul dnot
il know of a
tioning to the
You

pret
was

nonexi s
over

shadows?

contact .

know how Ms.

n over ,

t and

mme
it
ood?
ement i
oo0om. T
dr i k
t

I

ty
her
red

| o
|

n

as
ome s oI
Di d h

|t WO u

he |
t

y t
on
of
ent .
ead.
her .

h e
y o
A
S

ffi
st
a

I
| d
b
al
Mar i e
up an

h
i
o |
t
s. 0

, I kK n (
back, [
me . O
do.

bat hr o(
kitche
Carv

Then |
crept
woul d

tur ned ain dh ehre
cross my f ac:eé
ol | ow. | bdai cdkr

car e
heargt f|
heaedl tt
wh earned t

her . o
smil e
Mari e
back.
Sur e
tion t
nCan
s he
i Of
The

a
f

enough,
he

you
asked.
0
u

my
mo ment |
show me

ow met be
k iyt chhier
spebeat
cesdi dot
expl or e
c aushel npr
Madhnét t
h tmhehl

cour se.
bustl e o
for anyone to
were sideways
guestioned. I
to know who
woul dndét. So
kitchen, and
cracked paint. e shad:«
close and mumbl i apylaotg i
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stepped inside amidt.h
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2g @0
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face made for an-oinret &
peopl e ever got
thick stench of
It tasted |1 ke

her quavering f
herself tighter
Di dndét she know
enough anymore?
tensity that

| needed to not
as wel | The gi

Alf you donot

show your father

pressed record

pl aced it on the
your father angry

AFat her, 0 Mari e
AYes. Your --d at her .
The blinding [
m speech short
senses dull ed

sting of a bl
rything befor

my

c K,
d about .
I knew it was

of my f av-drhiet ea nmerrs dm
ing whenever we

little girl, 1

But how did he

Si mon sl ammed

open skin and cracki
AnAre you above
bet ween attacks.
Losing consciousnes§

around my own bl
tion to kil
appointed

Si mon pressed
kept me pinned

bl oo«
iScream, o | comman d ¢
phone from my pants

Marie remained qui ef

orm gr

SCreail

ade
e

my throat.

0
d t hen

y
e
t
y
I n that one moment
w
t
t
I trappi
h

cCOons ¢

hei ght e

me, pumping my blood out 1
amount s. te tl
AYou think you were the
poke to?06 Simon asked, hi
rowl ABut | never gave i
i ke you. o

My b-ewvdays t hi-soagobdbhyBuk,nec
he pain | essened andhblbgge
nli ke anything | had expe
Il on bl ackened at t heioetdge

fiYou coul déve wal kede awna-

ued through clenched Thet!l

what youdve done. 0 er me
I could feel it coming.
Deat h. ng t
No. Not death. Somet hfionrg
My body went | i mp. Sionmmoen
hol d. I crumpled to tbhbegtet
pool that broke my | andamg
ADad! Are you okay?o
ﬁMarle. Everything wild.l
hurt?o0 esh
ﬁYyo arm! o my
ﬁltﬁs okay. 1 tods okahyad If
here. Wedre | eaving. TfThet e
b demons. O

Their footsteps rang a m
Perhaps | had unr av eplwadr
no | onger existed insbdeée
hurt so many people tmhath- e
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vide. Al I knew was 3t hsanie
washed over me, Il coul d f
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But that was okay.
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Il story professor in it he
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oves reading, playing Vvic
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