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INTERMISSION #169

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com, for EAPA & N'APA and others queuing for gas. | hope
have time for @SFJournalen on Tw/X...RSN. If you have a fanzine, lets swap ads!Typos? No, it's just
we don't discriminate. Any spelling will do! Late July '26.

Editorially: Ukraine Is Winning with New top Brass
Thish has to start with very sad news: Lars “LON” Olsson has passed away. Obit below. A dear friend
who also was a sort of staff artist for Intermission. LON has been doing art pieces for this zine for
many years. As | remember it began with that he spontaneously sent me a jpg. | liked it and asked for
more. We'll see if I'll continue with LON art — if so, from the net, eg Froggy Gordon strips.
BTW, your editor has now passed 50 years in fandom! | found the address to the
ALL OUR YESTERDAYS ;! Scandinavian SF Association (abr SFSF) tucked into a book in a bookshop on Got
ki HARR"‘ WARNER JR.

? Street in the spring of 1976 and wrote for info. | soon had their newszine, #78 of

4 Fanac, in the mailbox. It had info about Scancon’76, which | couldn't resist. | was
a green, innocent teenager and now I'm an old dinosaur. Time passes fast...

. Genre history has been my interest almost from the start. It was Harry Warner

#who got me hooked. | ordered (from the SF-Bokhandeln) and read his All Our

| Yesterdays, it must have been already in 1978, the same year as my first fanzine.

8| read sf history in all the books available. Since then I've done quite a lot of

history digging. I'm by now one of the Swefans who knows most of genre and

fandom history. (But I'm rotten on recent history. Older history is much more

' interesting. And | don't dig in media-sf: TV, movies, comics, games etc.)

% Intermission has become a bit known for its history coverage. | had quite a lot of

v R L history also before the History Corner column was formally named. (One thing |
My /nsplrat/on halfa  hought fun was that Viking Society that in most details worked exactly like Tolkien
century ago. societies!) If you have interesting sf or fandom history, contact me.

I'm rather satisfied with having unearthed some unique history, like the 1682 magazine Relationes
Curiosae, the 1945 club Atomic Noah, the 1952 fanzine Var Rymd (and interviewing one of the
editors!), early works by Polhem and Celsius, numerous things from the Royal Library...

So I'm proud to present yet another unique find: an adventure magazine convention from 1890,
guested by a major writer (who was also into science fiction). One could argue that the Golden Hour
National Convention tastes a little like an sf convention. AFAIK I'm first with this - beside Smithsonian,
of course, my main source - as | haven't seen anyone else mention it. More below.

Another thing I'm deep into is Putin's stupid war against Ukraine. | follow the biggest war in Europe
since WWII as close as | can. And a lot has happened lately. Ukraine has major successes while
having a domestic political crisis. The Ukrainian defence
minister Fedorov and commander-in-chief Syrsky, couldn't get
along.The young minister has during his half a year in office
promoted Ukraine's successful drone warfare, made Musk
close Starlink for Russia, improved recruitment with new types & %
of contracts, improved supply chains, fought corruption. —~
Syrsky is an “old fart” thinking of war Soviet style, having less -
than optimal respect for his soldiers. Some say Fedorov's flght+=
against corruption has angered the older military =
establishment that likes to take a little on the side... Syrsky
issued an ultimatum: choose him or the defence minister. So \
Zelensky showed his minister the door, whereupon Ukrainians Russians queuing for fuel under oil-fire clouds
began huge protests in the streets. They saw how effective Fedorov had been. So Syrsky has now
been removed instead, and a new defence minister has been named, a general Drapaty who seems
competent and also of a younger generation (Fedorov is said to get another “important position”).

Meanwhile, Ukraine has virtually cut off Crimea, including hitting over 200 [!] Russian supply ships in
the Azov and Black Seas. Long-range drones are taking out Russian refineries and other energy
assets, causing acute gasoline shortages with mile-long queues at gas stations. Lately, Ukraine has
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begun targeting Wildberries warehouses (Russia’s Amazon), which has huge economic
consequences. These warehouses also distribute body armour, optical cables, camou clothing, etc.
Lots of small businesses are going bust, as Wildberries refuses to pay damages. And Putin receives
less tax revenue to waste on his war. Russian economy slows down. More than 1% of Russians are
dead or maimed in the war, ie 1 in 50 males. And more will be mobilised into the meat grinder in
autumn, after the fake Duma elections. Putin is desperately selling off his gold reserves, as no one
trusts his war bonds, which have been dumped onto Russian banks - most of which now stand on the
brink. Russians lack Internet access (instead forced to an FSB-monitored app), have limited access
to bank accounts, no gasoline, recurring blackouts, and collapsing medical and social services as
Putin diverts funds to his war. Huge black clouds from oil fires hang over Moscow and elsewhere...
Brave Ukraine turns Putin's fascistoid dreams into his nightmare. --Ahrvid Engholm, ed
Ps. If you do your own fanzine, join the ad swap! (Info at the end.)

LON - Artistic Genius Gone
We have received the shocking news that a giant within Swedish sf circles has clocked out. Lars
“LON” Olsson (b. 1938) passed away on Monday the 29th of June. He was 87. (Not wanting to be

pushy | never asked him about his disease, but cancer or heart perhaps?)

R 1 Besides being a good friend, LON is of course known
for his artistic genius. | first saw Froggy Gordon ("Bllxt-
_ Grodon" in Swedish - in the English name I've tried to
~ keep the pun relating to frogs) in the Swedish edition
~lof Sam J Lundwall’s SF - What's It All About. Later |
could follow this great, absurd space hero in the

Stockholm University student paper Gaudeamus. BLXT-Gropon]| [ o™
ejj|Froggy Gordon represents a completely unique kind of = oS | g ;M-;EE«E%}:}
= ~ | humour! LON’s creative brilliance can hardly be : ToEAE kA
overstated. P
" | had quite a lot to do with LON in other contexts. He
. made the cover for my anthology Swede Ishes #1. He §
Lars | often did illos for fanzines. I've made it a habit to run
Siom | LON in the last roughly 75 | f Intermissi
0[550“ |n e aS rOUg y ISSUGS 0 n ermISSIOH [ELD(T_ GR._GDQM :ﬂf‘;:t:jﬂ;:sng:*:q;({f*:?
waswiiss | where he developed a new style that | hadn't seen — BREENS Kok NG LI AL A
juni 2026 B s"::c’s'{:f b o 5::—'&_?;: L8 :;n:.- :LZ‘:T'_“E"‘-'-"-WGSW%\
. | from him before. (I wonder whether | should continue, | = ,f;m e o wsmw Lrnjﬁ“;ﬁgﬂ;”g;
och Dennis . _ . . Mo Tosts T HEM DBk vk f
?ifaaa'f(ﬁ:;); \as it's no longer possible to get original illos. This B | Tl
* iy spring when he couldn't contribute as he was | e
amaenmaa | NOspitalised, | took and colourised Froggy Gordon, oo vt

oo 55 TAYCRIR
JAG 18 prnMP.l‘f_'M
HN{ oCH SA.-

-~ lwith good results.)

LON previously worked at the Royal Library and helped me
researching Relationes Curiosae, the SFlsh magazine from 1682
that I've written about. Later, when | in Intermission reviewed a
book about the history of Swedish porn, LON told me that he in the
1960s worked for the porn publisher Curt H:son. He gave me
photos from their office and some inside info. | covered that in
Intermission too. Interestingly LON assured us that Curt H:son
was a real gentleman!. LON was always kind, almost to the point  [Efsetaiiifss
of being self-effacing, but he was a GIANT! He must have had LON illoed fanzines, books, did Froggy
thousands of illos in fanzines, being a bit like a Swedish Bill Gordon strips, etc."Blixt-Grodon" refers to
Rotsler - but LON was better than WR! Sam J Lundwall wrote Flash Gordon. As "Grodon" points to frogs

(cosigned by wife and daughter)in paper Dagens Nyheter July 15: ("grodor’) | translate the name of this
resourceful, dadaist philosophy hero to

Froggy Gordon.

Our dear Lars Olsson, "Lon," of Stockholm, has passed away peacefully.
He was 87 years old and is survived by his daughter Elin, son Erik, and
their families. His wife Ulla passed away in 2016.

Many of us remember Lars's comic strip Blixt-Grodon, which was published in the student magazine
Gaudeamus from 1964 to 1987. Even then, he displayed his remarkable talents as an illustrator, humorist and
satirist. His wonderful phrasing and boundless imagination entertained us immensely, and we always looked
forward to the next issue of the magazine. The strip tells the story of Hilmer Grannas who, often behind the
woodshed, transformed himself into Blixt-Grodon, the terror of evildoers. This parody naturally brings to mind
both Clark Kent, who became Superman in a telephone booth, and, of course, Flash Gordon. Lars drew



inspiration from everyday events as well as happenings in the wider world. There was so much that readers
could recognize from their own lives that we found ourselves smiling inwardly as we read the strip.

He also contributed to other newspapers and magazines, but eventually gave this up to work for many years
as a librarian at the Royal Library, where, among other positions, he served as head of the Newspaper
Department. Yet he continued drawing throughout his life. After returning home from work and rising from the
dinner table, he would often say, "Now I'm going to draw a little fellow."

Lars also enjoyed taking long walks, at first accompanied by his dog, and during these excursions he took
many photographs. He had a keen eye for detail, capturing little things that caught his attention and sending
the pictures to his friends, accompanied by cheerful comments.

During his final years, heart problems prevented him from taking the walks he missed so much. Instead, at
his desk, he created an annual calendar featuring one of his drawings for each month. For several years, this
became a much-appreciated Christmas gift. Perhaps unexpectedly, Lars was also a good jitterbug dancer.

HISTORY CORNER

Another early convention

Intermission has earlier written about what may be called the world's first sf convention, the Vril-Ya
Bazaar and Fete, centered around Edward Bulwer-Lyttons sf novel The Coming Race, held in
London's Royal Albert Hall in 1891. There's a lot of material about it on the Electronic Interwebnet. eg
https://www.royalalberthall.com/about-the-hall/building-and-history/our-history/the-first-ever-sci-fi-
convention, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vril-Ya_Bazaar _and_Fete or
https://www.mentalfloss.com/history/first-sci-fi- conventlon vril-ya-bazaar

But | just stumbled upon an earlier event,
the Golden Hours National Convention, held |
in Brooklyn, New York, March
30,1889.Golden Hours was an adventure
magazine. Smithsonian writes, i I
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/19t 'm 1] ﬂ WiTH TESI.A- o e
h-century-golden-hours-convention-brought- :
young-readers-together-meet-their-literary-
heroes-180968437/ :

..a thick crowd of eager children — estimates say |
as many as 2 000 — converged on the Palace
Rink in Brooklyn for the
inaugural Convention of
the Golden Hours Club.
Golden Hours, a popular |
“story paper” full of
adventure stories for y
young readers, had E

prepared a jam-packed Two covers of Golden Hours. No Note"To Mars with Tesla" and there
evening of entertainment mjqg ht be an elecfric discharge on that cover. | find issues at the
for its fans: peppy, Internet Archivebut they are from many years ealier and | can't
patriotic songs download them. Very little other material online about this

descended from an magazine. (Could US fans close to a well-stocked library help?)
orchestra couched in the

music loft. The children were treated to hours of performance from musicians, Civil
War veterans, ventriloquists and caricaturists, with the itinerary running until nearly
midnight. There were celebrities, too: the author TORLYN
Edward Ellis talked at length to a rapt crowd =
Edward S Ellis wrote about “the Indians, of whom the boys have read
so much.” The kids, noted the Brooklyn Daily |

Western yarns but also sf.  Eagle “were noisy and hearty and were

afforded full rein.”

l\OW HAS LARGEST AH’[‘]FICHL IG[} RINK IN CITY

The entertainment included musicians, Civil War veterans,
ventriloquists, caricaturists, and the program ran until
midnight,which may indicate that many attendees were young
adults rather than children (who wouldn't be allowed to stay up
that late). Edward S Ellis spoke at length about indians and the

Wild West which was a frequent topic in the Golden Hours stories. Th/S seems o be the BFOOk/yn Palace
Rink. Prob'ly de-iced for the event. Plenty

of room for 2000.
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Beside this the magazine had contests, puzzles, Q&A columns and stories submitted by the young
readers.

It's more than likely that Golden Hours had some science fiction stories. We read "To Mars with
Tesla" on the cover of one issue. Some digging gives us more names: H Irving Hancock, "specialized
in near-future" eg The Conquest of the United States Series, "Li Shoon" Serials "evil mastermind who
wielded futuristic chemical compounds and advanced machinery”, Edward Stratemeyer of young
inventor Tom Swift fame. The publication was based in NYC. One Norman Munro was the publisher
and a WC Dunn editor the first ten years. Stories about futuristic adventures and inventions were very
popular, even if the term "science fiction" didn't exist yet. It was after all the era of Jules Verne, and
HG Wells, Edgar Rice Burroughs and others were just around the corner. That could make it a little bit
of an sf convention...if you stretch it a little bit! They even had guests of honour of sorts:

The keynote speaker was no less than circus mogul PT Barnum, who at 79 years old could still leave a crowd
hanging on his every word. “When the rotund form and curly gray locks of the venerable showman appeared
inside of the door,” wrote the Eagle’s correspondent, “the youngsters arose to their feet and cheered and
stamped and whistled.” The New York Times corroborated, claiming that the roaring and cheers of the
assembled children were louder than any circus calliope, and that “Barnum never got a more honest ovation.”
Giving the children high-fives and handshakes, Barnum waited five minutes for the applause to subside, at
which point he did a few magic tricks for the crowd, pulling a half-dollar from one volunteer’s nose. When he
spoke, it was to advocate for moral living and the importance of good habits, and he warned the children
against tobacco and alcohol

Edward Ellis was also there as they were

...putting PT Barnum alongside Edward Ellis onstage [it] was the 19th-century
equivalent of saying you’d have Stan Lee and George R R Martin appearing
together at Comic-Con... Ellis was a titan of Gilded Age youth literature, and his
1868 mechanical man novel The Steam Man of the Prairies is often considered
to be the first American work of “edisonade,” a modern term that refers to stories
about clever, young, steampunky inventors. In Ellis’ story, characters described
only as an “Irishman” and a “Yankee” stumble upon a teenager who has
ingeniously built a steam-powered robot of sorts to pull a carriage for him.
(Adventure!) The robot, cutting-edge and thoroughly alien, is ten feet tall, stout,
and vaguely menacing with a tin stovepipe hat and a glowing coal furnace in its
stomach.

The author of a sort of robot connects the event to science fiction! Ellis
wrote more sf, like Land of Mystery (1889), Monarch of the Air (1907), : LI e
Flying Boys in the Sky (1911) , the Dragon of the Skies (1915). The PT Barnum. Did magic

: ; ~.-Golden Hours Club had 10 000 tricks on this event.

1 members - as a sort of early SF League... - and their convention
was repeated in 1891 in Philadelphia but then stopped, as far as

e ."““'“”'“"' —===_in large measure due to the rise of pocket-s:zed dime novels and weekly
VeLEL g TMSIELIIGLL N B Se s otrated “story papers” of serialized popcorn fodder that plainly and
THE HUGE HUNTER: or, THE STEAM MAN OF THE PAAIRIES. Spryly catered to the public taste, asserting the newly prominent role of
SR T the audience as a driver of mainstream American culture... These
it 2t e G e L periodicals were printed cheaply and often, and thanks to their low price
¢ i o and a rising literacy rate they were wildly popular, creating the space for a
direct line — from both a writer’s and an audience perspective — into
modern popular fiction, particularly in the fan-friendly comic, fantasy and
sf genres. Hundreds of titles appeared from the Civil War period onward,
among them Frank Leslie’s Boys of America, Pleasant Hours for Boys and
Girls, and Beadle’s Dime Novels. Golden Hours was one of the most
popular story papers, printed weekly from 1888 to 1904 in more than 800
usually weekly issues (it turned monthly the last few years)... The papers
b featured letter columns by which readers could get in touch with each
. other just as the LoCols in later pulps. It provided a venue in which
i children could, for a time, feel independent: grown-up enough to purchase
- and read their own paper, kids could interact with editors by submitting
letters or stories of their own, share a common experience with other
. readers and even suggest where the story might go next. Children could
Sf story by Edward S Ellis. not only write letters or take part in contests, but submit their own writing
for a shot at seeing their name in print.




The Golden Hours Club was a real, structured organization with numbered chapters. They
organized athletic clubs, military clubs, correspondence clubs, and had initiation fees.

The Golden Hours Magazine covered the club activities in its pages, which would be worth checking
out (your trusted sf fandom historian has combed the net but found no issues from the period, only a
few front covers and at Internet Archive issues from several decades prior). All in all it reminded quite
a bit of the later Science Fiction League. It may be worth investigating if anyone establishing SFL had
prior knowledge about the Golden Hours organisation.

The story papers (more than just Golden Hours are implied!) were a direct precursor to modern
popular fiction, including comics, fantasy, and science fiction. And they had participatory fan culture
decades before Hugo Gernsback and SFL.

Yet Another Finncon

It was with the huge Silja Princess ferry | went to Turku for
Finncon 2026 (10-12 of July). The Finland ferries of both Silja 17 TRTEESE 3 =]
Line and Viking Line are all monstrous, taking up to 3000
passengers and are full of restaurants and shops - of which m
the most important is the Taxfree shop! Alcohol taxes are !
rather stiff in the Nordic area, but the ferries can sell it without —= S———
taxes, taking the tax cut themselves (which makes the boats
quite profitable). An EU rule say that as long as the ferries
dock at the island of Aland on the way you can bring in as
much booze as you can carry!

| decided | could carry 0.5 | of Koskenkorva, 0.5 | of ginand = |
a 24x33cl carton of bheer. (Aland is a Swedish-speaking self-
governed island between Sweden and Finland, but belonging™
to Finland. | skip details. Google info if you want.)

Finncon was housed at Turku university. I've been there
before and knew the general direction, but coming closer to
where it should be | made some bad navigation decisions
and rambled around for 45 extra minutes with a backpack full E#
of bheer before | found the place.

But | was early, had plenty of time and the sun was shining.
S onc firaton ord (The majority of the bheer would  pjajn entrance.

during the weekend be consumed
F\MHC.N 2026 under that blazing
AlhuT;:r:uB:gﬂ::e;?e:I: ﬁgﬁmgs. sun — away from the
con. | took a pause
: now and then and
o k went out to follow
: Roscoe's advice.
After all, even the

hydration breaks!)
People had begun
Finncon poster found on town. to gather and tables One of several huckster areas.
were being set up as | arrived. It was mainly books, jewellery (glass of
course) and misc trinkets. Most books were in Finnish and the hucksters were at four or five different
places. | found a place with a fair collection of used English paperbacks, but it was a rather long way
from the main entrance, probably 100-150 metres to walk. | came to buy 13 books there, all second
hand, most of them the last day when there was sale of € 1 per book.12 of the 13 were by old classic
writers: Anderson, Sheckley, Budrys, Lafferty, Herbert, Dickson,Ballard even...none later than the 70s.




| don't like skiffy of later decades. When the word processor invaded the desks, prose became,
babbling, bloated, authors forgot how to write economical and keep to the plot. Word processors
makes words overflow and instead of 200 pages a typical novel ISF* X '
today 4-600 pages. Books are padded with babbling dialogue, e
meaningless internal monologues, irrelevant subplots... (One of
the 13 books was a alternate history from the late 1980s. | now
have had time to read it, and wasn't any good. QED!) Another
problem with today's sf, the more recent it is, the wokier it gets,
probably under influence from our postmodern universities. You
write according to populist trends to earn a gold star. The heck
with it, | say! In the genre's core is individualism, optimism, hard  The little corner I found for setting up the
science, not fuzziness, everything goes and no one is better than computer. Hair's a mess. As usual.
anyone else. Read the old, classic writers - they are superior!

| noted that in Finland, just as in Sweden, there are a lot of small publishers who have turned up in
droves because Internet and print on demand. It makes it possible to run a publishing business from
a drawer in your bedroom or a shelf in your garage. Most aren't very profitable (and don't have to be).
And all the books from the young hopeful have
very colourful covers. | guess they need that to
be visible in the competition, and use Al to do
the cover. Als make good illustrations, if you
accept that your hero has six fingers...

Anyway, this was a detour. Before
investigating the hucksters | found a place for
my baggage, and a table to set up the
computer, in a semi-isolated room or alcove  §
behind some of the huckster tables. No one or |

tweet from the con, unlike earlier, as my SFJ
news account is hiatus since last year. It
began with being attacked by Microsoft's
stupid "account verification" that freezes E-
mail. And the unfreezing doesn't work! | had to
work hard for three months (sending E-mails by the hundreds, nagging, even faxung to Microsoft's
HQ) to get the mail unfrozen. And after while Microsoft's "account verification" attacked again and
mail was frozen for another three months! While twitter wasn't frozen the general work flow was
heavily disrupted (I have other things needing E-mail, it was all a mess). | hope to get back to
@SFJournalen Real Soon Now...

GoH panel discussing con theme "Beginnings”.

Over to the program. It had ca 120 items in two houses 50
= metres apart, probably 90% of them in Finnish, presented in

" a nice, but unreadable (for me) program book. In English we
had only a short story by GoH Adrian Tchaikowsky (can
someone explain the twist of his story for me?) and a short
essay by guest Hanna-Rikka Roine. Guests Reetta Vuokko-
: Syrjdnen and Saija Kyllbnen wrote their progbook contribs in
" :::I*::::" Finnish. The remaining program was in English and there

Y ) F ) mwere four items in Swedish (which is one of Finland's two

' official languages; | leave history details but google for more
info it you're interested).
| missed the first program, Adrian T talking abuot writing on
IFriday. A note on the lecture hall said it was full. It didn't

Al L MAWmyagryy,
BNF Toni Jerrman by the table for his
Téhtivaeltaja. He hasn't lost that much in print
media's general collapse, he said, maybe 100
copies. (Out of | guess around 1000).



matter too much. I've probably heard every author writing tip there is already.

| estimate Finncon 2025 had 750-1000 attendees, and | count it this way: the main lecture hall
seated 300, it was full once and nearly full a couple of times. Beside these 300 | assume that just as
many were outside, following parallel program or glancing the huckster tables, That would make 600,
but because some were one-day visitors totals should be a little higher. There were a handful US/UK
fans here (at least expat students), at least one German, ca 10 Swedes, some Norwegians and
perhaps Danes. If anyone has more exact figures, please let me know!

The masqueraders lining up, about 20 in all. Below right: masquerader in huge hat should have stepped back
a little, as he blocked the line of sight through the whole event! . -
A bit surprising was the presence of Chinese (at least two, could be

more) who manned an info table with info flyers in Chinese with parallel *
English text. That the Chinese turn up on a regional cons like Finncon
seems like an attempt by the Communist regime to make an advance
into the sf world. But it should be difficult considering the train wreck .
they caused with the Chengdu con: tampering with the Hugos, moving the con on short notice, fans
having difficulties getting visas...

The Chinese don't understand the individuality of fandom that cares deeply about free speech. The
fanzine tradition bear witness to this. And they don't understand the sf genre, which relies on freedom
of thought. What the Chinese commies want is what sf and its fandom are against. (Except a few
who hails the Politically Correct.)

The con closed around 1800 hours each day, so also on the Friday. There wasn't more program so
spent the night watching the football World Cup (I think it was Spaln Belglum) something | actually
did every con night. e ;

Was rather early there also on Saturday. |
listened to the Academic GoH speech by Hanna-
Riika Roine, who spoke about science fiction and
democracy. She for instance stressed that reading
a lot was good for democracy, and | agree. When
reading you train your ability to place yourself in
the situation of others, and democracy benefits
from that. | had to run back and forth between this
and another item. | often do this kind of program
“multitasking”.

It was followed by a Guest of Honour panel

about secondary worlds. | thought it was rather From the talk on ltory of Fm/andswed/sh fandom. First
boring. Generally | think cons have - | have said club in Turku in 1976 was bilingual. In the slide (right) BNF
' Tom Olander, Finlandswede and very active.

this before - far too many panels. All these panels
on cons tend to fuse into a grey goo. The panelists tend to say things you've heard before and they
speak far too slowly, in fear that someone else will grab the word if they stop. And the audience get



far too little time to ask questions. Panels should be cut down! One person who speaks, an expert
lecturing on his favourite subject, gives much more real content.

| also went to the Swedish program item about Aland's magical beings. Alanders have basically the
same mythological creatures as Sweden: trolls, the house gnome, the “forest ra" (Uncle G suggests
calling it “wood nymphs” but I'm not sure), but they also have the sea lady and the “ship ra" (ship
nymph?) which | haven't heard of in Sweden. But we instead have “Nacken”, who plays the fiddle and
lures people to dangerous waters.

Another Swedish program item the same day was a lecture about Terry Pratchett and Discword. |
have unfortunately read very little Pratchett, There is something about a flat world on the back of
turtles that collides with my suspension of disbelief. But as | have a deficit in pratchettology it was
interesting to fill up the knowledge base.

Saturday | also attended a GoH interview with Adrian Tschalkovsky, of WhICh i dont remember much
since | thought he mumbled too much. TN =

: 5 It was hard to

said. People
on stage
.| should speak
up and speak |
clearly. Or
- maybe its me
getting deaf as' |
— I'm an old i
Program of the 1969 SF Week. dinosaur (I've
An event worth further study  peen to all
Finncons plus the 1982 King-Con).
About the con, | noted a room
dedicated to Finnish fandom history
with info on all Finncons, and a too
short note about Kong-Con 1982. (I
think it deserved more. The persistent
Tom Olander thanks to contacts in
Hufvudstadsbladet, managed to get a
news telegram

out to all
“Finnish media! From fanhlstory exhibit, 959 (March 23-28) sf festival - in Finnish.
It resulted in Headline “From popularising science to POP art”.OCR for translation?

mentions in 60 newspapers and two TV news programs reporting! It has
never happened again and is worth some attention. Unfortunately the
fanhistory texts were all in Finnish. It
would have been easy to make
translations to English. These days Als will
do translationsvvery fast.

BTW, there was a Finnish sf event in
1969. Some will compare it to a con but |
see the week long event, with a movie every evening, as an sf and
popular science festival. Anyway | met someone on Finncon who g
knew one involved with it ansd is still alive (I'l try contacting him) he fanhistory exhibit. English -

. translations would have been nice.
Maybe | can get the long article about the sf week (see above)
OCRed and translated? | hope to have more on the event in nextish! Saturday ended with the fancy
dress parade. About 20 entries took part. But for me, dressing up in textiles isn't at all what skiffy

He sad he knew one of the
1959 organisers. Get in touch!




fandom is about. Those masqueraders are attention seekers who deep inside lack self-confidence
and want to address it by trying to become someone else. OK, some dresses were fine but | think you
can do more sensible things than spending weeks sewing. And | wish the guy with the humongous
hat had taken 1-2 steps to the right. He blocked the view for some of us.

Saturday night Finncon usually has a party, with loud music, blinking lights and lots of strange
people. | don't know if there was one this year but | usually skip such gatherings. Watched the night's
battle Norway-England. Unfortunately Norway lost, but on the other hand | like English football. The
Norwegians have this summer decided they are Vikings and sit down on the ground to row.

| was there the reasonably early Sunday. | did a little of prog jumping, listening to a thing for 10-15
minutes, then going somewhere else, then going back or to a third program.

Some prog fragments GoH readlng Hugo panel "The Future is AIready here". The last was a

Auditorium, seating 300, full for a GoH event.
~we just a few years ago would have
% Jseen as sf arrived early... A big

== pandemic, a new big war in Europe,
plans for the Moon and Mars with re-
usable rockets, Artificial Intelligence,
Sweden and Finland in NATO. The
alliance is said to look into sf a bit to
figure out different weapons and
scenarios,the futurologist said. |
- raised my hand and noted that Flying
Photo spread from the fanhlstory exhlb/t Arrow to Intermission ed. Cars are here. There are several
working machines, usually having small rotors in four corners or in ring around. Eg we have the
Swedish firm's Jetson One: https://www.youtube.com/@Jetsonaero It's more like a sky-MC and you
can buy it now for 98 grand apiece.

The guest of honour panel talked a bit on how active Europe had become in sf and how many
contacts have been made back and forth over the continent. Many have observed how misters Trump
and Putin have pushed the Europeans together much more than before, but in fandom | believe this
started much earlier. We won't get "European culture" (European are often too diverse) but we can
come closer. And Al has lowered the language barriers.

One of the last things | attended was the history of Finland-Swedish fandom. The Finland-Swedes
were in from the start. The first sf club, Abo SF-
Sallskap i Turku, was founded in 1976 as a
bilingual society. And in the late 1970s I'd say
that the most active sf-fan in Finland was the
Finland-Swede Tom Olander. | met him already
on Sam J Lundwall's con in Stockholm in 1979
(probably also in 1977 but | have more memories
from 1979). Tom always went to the Swedish
cons and brought back ideas to insert into in
Finnish fandom. Tom helped with the important
first semiprozine Aikakone.

Signing queue (outdoors) fo Adrian Tchaikovsky.


https://www.youtube.com/@Jetsonaero

And | remember getting over to Helsinki in 1980 together with
Wolf von Witting just to meet Tom for a weekend. We enjoyed
saunas, talk and a tour of Hufvudstadsbladet (where Tom
worked as a janitor and general handyman). Tom could make
free phone calls through the newspaper and used it to call up
authors and interesting people all over the world. From the
authors he could secure rights to stories for Aikakone. And his
important role in minding the shop for the Finnish side of King- g = - \
Con is undeniable. From Swe language prog, about Aland myth'l

After a final panel with the GoHs the convention winded creatures. Here Trolls.
down. A couple of award cermonies | missed:Tahtifantasia Award went to Noidanlanka by J S
Merewmaa and the Atorox Award to Hanna-Riikka Roije for the short story “Koneiden Laulku”

Was it a good con, | asked myself as | was getting to the Silja Line terminal. (Actually | didn't but its
rhetorically logical to claim you did as you are ending a conrep.) I'd say Finncon 2026 was probably
smack in the middle of all the Finncons. I'm glad it was slightly smaller than they used to be. (There
was one in Helsinki with 15000 attendees, 95% of
| them young girls dressed up as Manga figures... It
was unbearable!) | just wish they'd have more in
English. The Finns speak about as good English
as we do, so it could easily be done. And one
could wish for a proper bheer place with cheap
bheer. This fannish fuel has become much too

of the 24 and deducting a few on the way to Turku,
| probably consumed 6 bheers/day during but
outside Finncon. But it was unnecessary to come
back empty handed. So | got myself another

| = ¥ b=

Closing ceremohy. Concom lined p t/o/ b/e/ s/h//t.

24x33cl in the Taxfree shop.
As | carried the carton out from the shop, a kid nearby in Swedish exclaimed:
- Dad, don't they like dogs here?”

Oh, Canada - What Have You Done?
We're reached by the news that Canada will join their Commonwealth partner Australia for the
Eurovision circus! This move was announced by the Canadian PM Mark Carney himself while
presenting a new budget allocating funds to join the European mumsrssmEusE
Broadcasting Union and its music extravaganza. Carney has - | ; :
as many of us - been a bit sceptical of Trump and thus in many
ways boosted connections with Europe. Canada is the most
European of the North American side, he says. Europe created wg‘
Canada. (We created the USA too, but not without some
skirmishes). And may | point out that the first Europeans in
North America were the Vikings, though it didn't last. If it had
you'd speak Old Norse now, it would be close to
Icelandic...which is incomprehensible.

But | wonder has Canada realised what getting into the Eurovision means? It'll be several weeks
every spring of genuine madness! Trust me, | as a Swede | know: we've got that Eurovision bug badly
from winning this skit many times. It starts here in February with the first of six selection shows called
Melodifestivalen, or Mello for short. Late March or early April we have finally selected the (wrong,

*

Tax means dachshound in Swedish.



usually) song and now the media hype begins. It'.s a month to the Eurovision week, with twin semis
and one final. Social Media explodes! The hypemeter reaches 11.

You can ask your Australian cousins how it is to live through it. They love it, apparently, and it was
this fanaticism that originally got the Aussies invited to the show (and once they had a foot in it was
hard to get rid of them). Millions of Australians wake up in the middle of the night and turn on their TV.
It will be easier for Canadians. Eurovision will be on sometime in the afternoon Canadian time. (I
heard that if Canada does a Celine Dion 2.0 and wins, you'll be offered to host the show in Canada.
Time difference will make it your afternoon, but that should work. Australia would have to do a show
in Europe together with a selected local network, due to the unforgiving time difference.)

Canada has just entered a new era. It could be for good. Or worse.

RIP: Sam Neill - The New Year's Knight
A little note honouring actor Sam Neill who passed away July 13, aged 78.
It's not because he played in "Jurassic Park", "Event Horizon", "The
Bicentennial Man", in some horror and fantasy movies, etc. We honour him
because he was a knight clad in iron in IVANHOE, from 1982.

Sweden's SVT network showed the film on New Year's Eve already in the
year of its production, and showing it around the new year (it's now on New
Year's Day) has since become a tradition, as natural as watching Donald
Duck on Xmas Eve. About the film "lvanhoe"? | have probably seen it, but
except knights and swords can't remember anything from it. Neither could
Sam Neill, he once confessed.

Sam Neill came to hear that those odd people on the other side of Earth ¥ X
(he was born in N Ireland but grew up in New Zealand) every New Year ~ Sam Neill as a knight in
watched this forgotten masterpiece, so around Showtime he began sending 'vanhoe”
greetings to the Swedes, example.:.

"Every year on New Year's Day, Swedish TV shows "lvanhoe". Since 1982. No one knows why.
Tradition. And they eat pizza.. | am the very, very evil guy, Brian de Bois-Guillbert. Well. So Happy
New Year, Sweden. And to all non-Swedes too. And here comes 2024..."

| don't think he was “very, very evil”. No, he was our New Year's Knight.

— T I —— " — - — . —— —

First LoCs from readers, then Ed's comments to latest N'APA and EAPA.
Mark Nelson: Dear Ahrvid, | don't usually report back to you on articles I've read in a newspaper,

as Intermission moves more slowly than the news. But reading Intermission 167 caused me to remember two
news stories. One, from only a few days ago, from the perspective of this loc, was that NATO is increasingly
concerned that Putin will try something against one of the Baltic states. Not a

conventional attack, but perhaps a drone attack. As you highlighted, NATO is ill-equipped to deal with drones.

Mentioning drones leads me to the second article. This was a piece, that | didn't read, about how the
Taiwanese Government is thinking about training its citizens in how to use drones. Perhaps with the idea of
using civilian-controlled drones to help defend Taiwan from attack or perhaps to set up cells to fight an
occupying force. (If I'd read the article, | would know for sure).

The use of the word "bug" to mean a flaw or problem in a technical system pre-dates the invention of
electronic computers. According to an article | found on the IEEE web-page one of the earliest well-known
uses comes from Thomas Edison, who wrote in an 1878 letter:

"You were partly correct. | did find a 'bug' in my apparatus...”

The term "bug" first appeared in his notebooks in July 1876.

Author and engineer Thomas Sloane standardized Edison’s terms in his 1892 Standard Electrical Dictionary.
He defined a bug as "[a]ny fault or trouble in the connections or working of electric apparatus,” ChatGPT tells
me: "On 9 September 1947, engineers working on the Harvard Mark Il found that one of its relays had stopped
working. The cause was literally a moth trapped in the relay.”



The operators removed the moth, taped it into the logbook, and wrote:

'First actual case of bug being found.'

The logbook page still exists and is now in the collections of the Smithsonian Institution."

(I read something similar to this approximately thirty-five years ago, so I'll take it as correct). Incidentally, one
of the engineers working on the Mark Il team was Grace Hopper (1906-1992) who became a pioneer of
computer programming. According to Wikipedia she wrote the first computer
manual, "A Manual of Operation for the Automatic Sequence Controlled Calculator."

Wikipedia adds that the logbook page still contains "the remains of the moth".

"Investigating it, | learn that this design will give the vessel more stability and speed in really rough seas as it
cuts through waves instead of going up and down with them."

Many years ago | heard a seminar. One of the problems mentioned during the presentation was designing a
naval ship so that the gun platforms remained "stable" during a storm. This has stuck in my mind because the
speaker mentioned that the design of the ship looked very strange. Too strange for the Royal Navy to be
interested.

Christopher Booker wrote a book called "The Seven Basic Plots" (2004). You claim that Fantasy has eight
plots. This is one more than Booker lists. Does this mean that the field of fantasy is actually more creative than
mainstream fiction? Well, no. But it would be amusing if it were true.

The "problem" with magic is not Arthur C. Clarke's well-known Third Law: "Any sufficiently advanced
technology is indistinguishable from magic." No, the problem with magic in fantasy novels is that any novel in
which magic is "sufficiently powerful" requires a form of authorial intervention to prevent the plot collapsing
within the first couple of pages.

Cheers,

Ed: Number of “possible plots” varies. Here's 37: https.//www.openculture.com/2020/08/37-possible-
stories.html Heinlein believed there were only three: Boy Meets Girl, The Little Tailor, The Man Who Learned
Better. Ada Lovelace is said to have written something that can be interpreted as a “manual” for Babbage's
Analytical Engine.

Jim Meadows: Dear Ahrvid, Thanks for Intermission 168 and the quick survey of post-WW2 atomic and
spaceship kitsch. It certainly provided a quick injection of pop culture nostalgia. While we had lots of science
fiction around my house when | was growing up, | don't remember many items like these, except for the Gl Joe
figure with spacesuit and space capsule, plus a 45 RPM record with audio of John Glenn's 1962 Mercury
orbital flight. That was the thing that actually interested me. Apparently, if | had saved my Gl Joe, and better
yet, kept it in its original packaging, | might have found someone to pay me a lot of money for it, as postings on
eBay suggest.

As for the atomic stuff, my main knowledge of it as a child was my late father's work testing building materials
for nuclear reactors at Argonne National Laboratory near Chicago. During the 1960s, he regularly wore a
device on his belt meant to detect unsafe levels of radiation that he might be exposed to during testing (I think
it was a type of photographic film or paper). While | don't think | gave that much thought, fears of radioactivity
still filled my head to the degree that | panicked as a small boy during a visit to his lab. | had suddenly felt a
pain in my leg, and was certain it was some kind of deadly radioactive burn. But | had merely sustained a small
cut from a piece of metal. Take Care.

Nick Farley: Interesting stuff as always — thanks!

Paul | Skelton: OK, | haven't responded before as | should have done. Nor am | doing so properly this time. |
find reading fanzines on a laptop to be a pain in the arse. | bought a Samsung tablet purely for this purpose,
but suddenly both my old Windows 10 and my new Windows 11 machines no longer fully recognise my
notepad. | have never used this notepad for direct internet access. | am an old curmudgeon and set in my
ways. So | want to make one quick point in case my sluggardliness makes me yet again not respond. My
point is this - according to you Putin is history, yesterday's man. But according to Defence Ministers who are
resigning in a huff, we have to spend billions more on defence to protect ourselves from Putin's threat. They
imply we need increased taxation to spend on defence, whilst you imply we can decrease taxation so that we
can all buy large, high definition TVs to gloat over Putin's demise. I'd love to think you are correct, but I'm
concerned that most of these alternative views are held by people with a major background in international
politics. Anyway, I'll carrry on reading and enjoying this latest issue and hopefully respon further. This has
been a place-holder.

Ed: Putin's war in Ukraine is at a dead end,but he still has a lot of military and may become so desperate that
he's tempted to try attacking, say, a Baltic state (to test NATO's clause 5). And even if he has lost much in
Ukraine, given a few years he may rearm. But I'm also a bit sceptical to spending too much on defence. NATO
and EU is so much stronger than Russia. What's needed isn't more stuff (except for drone warfare, but drones
are cheap) but better training, coordination and intelligence.

Now MCs to first N'APA, then EAPA. | had some mixups editing N'APA MCs, which | had trouble to backtrack.
I hope | got the names for comments right, if not | beg forgiveness. The comments aren't Earth-shaking
anyway...

Jefferson Swycaffer: | should look out for Sladek's crime novels. mm The thing with volcanoes is that hey
can suddenly get an outbreak an begin sewing out huge amounts of lava, CO2 etc.

Samel Lubell: Donny Trump isn't only the worst US president ever he is also the most self-centered! He
made a big military parade to celebrate the US 250 years but also his own birthday. He has commissioned a
new set of passports that will have his portrait as well as a 250 dollar bill that will also show his dementia face.
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He tried to rename New York's Kennedy Center after himself and so on and so on. Next he'll order the US
Engineering Corps to put him on Mount Rushmore, | guess. mm Your con-program ideas seems to land on just
a lot of panels. | think hey are too many panels. Get someone who knows he subject to prepare a lecture
instead. And where is the fun, fannish progam?

Kevin Trainor: Yes, | know that a computer originally was someone sitting and adding by hand. mm Al should
in the long run get better in turning out fiction, but for the moment and in the short term Al fiction isn't good
enough (I've done some somewhat extensive testing). Al is best helping you doing research and is also good
for roof-reading.

Joseph Gill: Your right about the propeller beanie. I've also researched the origin. If actually began in sf
fandom before it became a toy you could buy! My Al Explains: 1947 — Fandom invention: Ray Faraday Nelson
improvised the first propeller beanie at a small Michigan SF fan gathering, using plastic strips, coat-hanger
wire, beads, and a model airplane propeller. It was worn at conventions and quickly became a humorous
badge of SF fandom identity.1947 1948 — Commercialization begins: Only after it had become a fandom
symbol did commercial versions appear. By 1948, “beanie 'copters” were advertised in comic books as
premiums (25¢ plus a Tootsie Roll wrapper). Late 1940s—1950s — Mass-market popularity: The TV show Time
for Beany (created by Bob Clampett) popularized the propeller beanie with children nationwide, turning it into a
mainstream novelty item. mm I've written a sort of Swefandom fancyclopedia. | named i "The Fandbook" (Or
Fandboken, trailing "-en" is the definite article.)

Mark Nelson: | don't rememeber writing "Jet, a midget sized Negro exploitation mag" or if it appeared in my
zine it was a quote from somewhere.

Robert Jennings: Funny inflation jokes... Even funnier comics covers! mm Putin's position has become even
more unstable now, when Ukraine has destroyed so many refineries that the ordinary Russian can't get any
gasoline (or have to queue for days to get just 20 litres) and dark clouds of smoke covers. A Palace coup is the
most likely,motivated by the hardships of the general population. mm Didn't know Fritz Lang read Astounding.

Heath Row: Hm, maybe | should try to run this through an auto-translator, but | don't have time for it right
now. (And | should perhaps reply in Swedish!)

William McCabe: Well, | would have like to see the mailing comments you had to Intermission! Good to see
you back. Since you've complained a bit about health issue, | was a bit worried. Most of us are of the age
where health issues may be serious.

Henry Grynnsten: When it comes to rock groups, it's like a human body: after a few years all the original
cells have died and been replaced by new ones (except the brain cells responsible for your intellect that don't
die until you die). So rock groups may go through members and still be "the same". BTW, you don't mention
ABBA'. It wasn't a group of four. They had studio musicians who also performed with them on stage. In the
classic pictures from Brighton in 1974, you see Mike Watson (one of their regulars) playing bass behind Bjorn
Ulvaeus and behind Benny Andersson we had Ola Brunckert on drums. The rules allows for six on stage, and
they used that. To this they had the regular orchestra (the rule still banned backing tracks on tape) which got
their Napoleon-dressed director in Sven-Olof Walldoff. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XJBNJ2wq0Y
Among other ABBA regulars we had Janne Schaffer, Lasse Welander and Rutger Gunnarsson. ABBA was
really a group of up to a dozen (here | count also the usually three background singers, among them Tomas
Ledin, who had a great career on his own and married manager Stikkan's daughter. mm "You must agree that
natural resources can be overused!" No, | mustn't. "Natural resources are not endless, and some are not
renewed" As long as a huge amount of atoms aren't destroyed resources can be endlessly re-constituted! You
just need energy and ingenuity. mm "We killed off the dodo" Or perhaps cats did! But sometime in the future we
may take DNA from a stuffed museum-bird and re-dodonise the world. mm "So why is there still plastic in the
oceans? It has been years" It may be that plastic is added a little faster than it breaks down. mm "how can you
prevent them from eating the plastics we need?" And how can we prevent rust from eating the metals we
need? Simple, you make the surroundings for things you want to keep such that rust, bacteria or whatever
don't like it.mm "[Wilson] was a scientist and biologist and considered the matter carefully" but was stuck in his
since early childhood deeply emotional attachment to nature, as we learn from biographical material. mm"No,
Sweden went from 4 to 11, and hit 11 in the early nineties" No, that's just counting OECD. With several
successful non-OECD countries in eg Asia stats are worse. mm "You see what happens when you abandon
Socialism!" Here's an interesting video on Sweden's economic history: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lwKW4SUjfP8.The often forgotten part is that the really fast growth came from the mid 19th Century
extensive deregulation but later the more socialism policies that came,the slower the growth. mm "Thinking...in
your view, apparently means not listening to experts" And in your view it means to 100% trust others whatever
they claim, not assessing f it looks reasonable...Experts carry biases and agendas and are often wrong - you
must make your own plausibility assessment! Even if you're hot an expert, you have your own varied, wide
database, you have intellect experience and a gut feeling. Don't downplay your ability to think for yourself'mm
"But you only need small doses over long periods of time to cause lung cancer." No, small doses aren't
enough, you need the genetics for getting cancer. Cancer is to large degree a genetic disease (that's why
2/3rds of all lung cancers are in non-smokers). mm "Living for decades with a smoker leads to high total
exposure." The effects don't accumulate except for very long exposure. Small exposures are wiped out, unless
your genetics points to an increased risk. mm "Children of smokers show significantly higher levels of smoke-
related disease." They don't. | checked those claims and they result from lowering the confidence levels from
the standard 95% to as low as 60% (and 50% means the results are random).mm "so it’s just rhetoric? What
are you so upset about then?" That's right, socialism is a lot of cheap rhetoric. Unfortunately, many buy into it
and that's upsetting. mm "It may be difficult to separate equality from ethics." Not at all. For ethical reasons we
support those worse off. The equality dogma instead want that for ALL who are just below average. It's easy to



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwKW4SUjfP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwKW4SUjfP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XJBNJ2wq0Y

separate those worst off from anyone below the average. mm "They do." No, sir! mm "l see Al:s are getting more
advanced; however, | don'’t think that has anything to do with consciousness in itself." | think we'll have the
answer within a few years. And we'd better prepare ourselves for conscious Als and hope they'll be on
humanity's side. mm " IPCC doesn’t claim that. What other people say is those people’s opinions." The people |
mentioned are IPCC. mm "the IPCC has no hypothesis." They do and they push it hard. Even before their
official reports they issue their presumptuous "Summary for policy makers" because they think it's important to
indoctrinate decision makers as early as possible. mm "It made up over 4 % of the federal budget one time" |
know, but for one year - but spread out over the whole Apollo program, it was half that. Claiming that one year
represents the whole is a clear case of cherry picking. mm "erosion is faster than creation of new soil, it doesn’t
automatically mean that Scania will become a desert." But it does! Erosion takes soil away, by definition, an
you get a desert of nothing else adds new soil. mm "We've already suppressed smoking in Sweden to under 5
%, perhaps the same could be done with alcohol"...or with fat food or driving MCs or mountaineering or
climbing ladders or boating without life jackets or... The urge to nanny people is dangerous! We must stop it.
Once and for all, we must accept the personal freedoms including the right to take risks and consume things
that may not be healthy in the long run. Bans should be rare exceptions, under the standard: 1. The risk to
fight must be substantial (and things we've discussed do not qualify in my rule book), 2. it must be acute (ie
follow after a short time), 3. it is casualitally connected. mm "We have only intentionally been making alcohol for
around 13 000 years" But before that we found berries and fruit that had fermented naturally and intentionally
consumed it. That we have enzymes dedicated to breaking down alcohol, points to that we've had a relation to
it for probably 100 000s of years. Two enzymes do almost all the work: ADH and ALDH. They evolved long
before humans ever brewed beer, so we did come in contact before. mm "you think that drugs should be
banned and support bans" As most of what we call narcotics means higher risks under 1. (se above) in my rule
book. But I'm against bans on "having used" it. Authorities must be banned from invading your body and taking
tests. It's a matter of personal integrity.

Garth Spencer: | grew tired or UFOs a long time ago. They haven't been here (BTW von Daniken passed
away in April, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erich_von_D%C3%A4niken ) and they are not likely to come here.

Distances are too huge ("you may think it's a long way down the

road to the chemist's, but that's just peanuts to space") and Einstein JOIN eAPA

rules. However it is quote likely that there are other civilisations and

we may find signals from them. That may happen any moment! We ALMOST THE WORLD’S FIRST

constantly get new radio telescope, that are more sensitive, and | ELECTRONIC APA!

believe Al will help us to sift through the signals. In fact, we have )

already burned into a number of signals that need further ) i

investigation. This is exciting, we may hear from ET any moment! | ¢APA is a monthly Amateur Public

But it's also mysterious that we haven't yet - Fermi's paradox, Association, and in 22 years has gained

"Where are they?" mm BTW, how do you feel about Canada getting | members from across the English-speaking

into the Eurovision? world and Europe. eAPA’s discussions
Peter Danielsson: Thanks for latest issue. | don't know which include convention reports, SF fan news,

program you make Intermission in, but if there is a function for fanhistory, opinion/editorial articles on

several columns ( 2 or 3 instead of 1) it'd be great. For now it's anthropology and social psychology, and

difficult to read on screen and difficult to print out. critiques of crank theories. Back issues of
Ed: Comment in Swedish, but | translated it so | can explain why | | eAPA are archived in zipped format at

won't use multiple columns (which my prog OpOff Writer can do, eFanzines.com

BTW). Most screens have portrait format and typically you see half | (hitps://www.efanzines.com/eapa), and eAPA
the page at a time. With one column you only need to scroll once to | produces a password-free public edition every
see the whole page. With 2 columns you must scroll THREE October. If you would like to see other back
TIMES MORE! (You first view Left column upper, SCROLL,. Left issues (requiring unzip passwords), obtain
column lower, SCROLL, right column upper, SCROLL, right column | ¢APA’s guidelines, or just ask to join us,

lower SCROLL to next page.) Avoiding multiple columns email Garth Spencer at
significantly reduces scrolling. | use relatively big type for most garth .van.spencer@gmail.com!
text, 12p (newspapers often use 9p) to make | easy to read. '

Before we finish, first to my Swedish readers: Glom EAPA's Garth Spencer wants to ad swap fo
Fantastiknovelltivligen! rek 40K 31 promote the _APA.’Run thIS. in your zine and he'll
ahrvid@hotmail.com fantastiknovell@proton.me. 7‘,’,” your ad ”Zjlhg z{ foltlow./;yn an EAPA ad and
priserna Det - den pagaende, run your ad= et in touch:

novelltavlingen. /i upplagan.
sponsorer And then: EAPA could use new blood! OE Garth came up with the idea of ad swaps

to achieve this (see ad right). Intermission of course joins this noble effort. Remember how Robert
Heinlein always advocated blood drives... If you publish an ad for us, we'll return the favour. (And we're
speaking of rather small ads, a little square where you have empty space anyway.) The fanzine sphere
has been left behind a bit by other “social media” which often is just short, stuttering
nonsense.Longer publications, for people who can read without moving their lips, could use your
support! Get into fanzines. It's fun! That's all for now. See ya'in nextish with more exciting sf history!

Cnaea Vicoauwr 2l
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AFTER A REALLY BRUTAL WINTER I was only too glad when warm weather came again (finally)

to this part of the world. Despite the deeply hated chore of
mowing the lawn, this has been a pretty pleasant season, and boy has it zipped by! Why do the dreary months of
deep winter seem to drag on forever, but the bright sunny days of spring and summer fly by like a rocket? There
is probably some psychological explanation for this phenom, but I don’t know what it is.

One of the joys of the season has been watching the local animal and bird life frolic on my lawn. There
are fewer rabbits around this year, for whatever reason. Mostly | see a fairly large, obviously older bunny and a
very small, obviously baby rabbit in the mornings and evenings.

The larger rabbit has pretty much accepted me as a harmless part of the natural environment. He still
doesn’t like me to get really close, but generally he tolerates me whenever I come across him while doing my
lawn chores or walking to and from the mail box. The baby rabbit, on the other hand, was really skittish,
bouncing away whenever | got within fifteen or twenty feet of him. On the other hand, the baby rabbit was also
extremely curious. Even after he bounded away, he would often turn back to take a closer glance at me, and
sometimes he took a few cautious hops back for an even closer look. After several weeks he has grown in size
and in confidence. He’s not as courageous as the older bunny, but we seem to co-exist pretty well these days.

Sometimes odd things happen. One evening | was gazing out the front door at the lawn panorama,
when a kind of bird I had never seen before circled around and landed on the lawn near the front steps. He had a
red spot on his head and his tail feathers were depressed, not upright or extended straight out from his body the
way robins and other local birds tail feathers were. He was an unusual sight, as he pecked round, looking for
insects, or seeds or whatever.

I am in no way a bird watcher, but I was curious enuf to look him up on the web, and | have since
learned that this was a Northern Flicker, a medium sized bird of the woodpecker family, common in North and
central America and one of the very few members of the woodpecker family that migrate.

These birds may be common, but this was the first time | can recall ever seeing one, but | had good
reason to remember this encounter, because as the Flicker was busy inspecting and pecking the ground,
suddenly a pretty good sized chipmunk came running across the lawn from the left side, directly at the Flicker.
At the very last possible second before the chipmunk was about to reach the Flicker, the bird took a sudden,
panicky hop out of the way and then managed to fly up onto the branch of a tree near the front properly line.

Then, just as suddenly, the big rabbit came rushing over from the right side of the lawn, directly at the
big chipmunk. The chipmunk, in panic ran right toward the foundation of the house along the side of the cement
steps, with the
rabbit right
behind him.
The pair raced
off along the
right side of the
house and
disappeared into
the overgrowth
near the old
colonial era
stone wall.
What was that
all about, |
wonder? Since
this strange
encounter | have
not seen another
Northern
Flicker, or a
chipmunk on
the lawn again.




WHY YES, WE DID HAVE SOME PRETTY WARM
WEATHER IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST!

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
HAS JUST PUBLISHED
INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW
TO BAKE LASAGN

IN YOUR A‘C -

MAILBOX(!

THE JOYS OF ADULTHOOD (very different from the Joys of Childhood)
The vast feeling of relief when you realize that the weird noises you have

been hearing in your home are actually ghosts, and not some expensive house
problem that you can'’t afford to fix.

I WAS GOING TO DO A BOOK REVIEW about the recent volume written by Scott Solomon

concerning the human race’s fascination with planet
Mars, including all the plans, past, present, and projected for the near future for traveling to, exploring, and
ultimately colonizing Mars.
It turns out that Dam Kean wrote a much better, more in-depth article about the book which was
published in the Wall Street Journal a few months back. As a WS Journal user, | am reprinting the review here-



‘Becoming Martian’ Review: A Species
In Space

Becoming Martian: How Living in Space Will Change Our Bodies and
Minds; by Scott Solomon; The MIT Press

How would colonizing Mars alter us physically and mentally? Would permanent
residence on the red planet make us somehow less human?

Review By
Sam Kean

In March 1995 Valeri Polyakov, a Russian cosmonaut, returned to Earth after a record 14 consecutive
months in space. Extended weightlessness generally wreaks havoc on the human body, often
disrupting the space traveler’s heartbeat, balance and hormone levels. Ailments like anemia, kidney
stones and osteoporosis can arise as well, and most returning astronauts can barely walk under the
sudden chains of gravity. Yet Polyakov determinedly strutted around for reporters and masked any



discomfort with a grin. Then he made a triumphant announcement. His trip, he said, proved that human
beings can reach Mars.

Colonizing Mars is an obsession among certain space geeks. Elon Musk has made several
grandstanding predictions about when he believes humankind will reach the red planet. But as Scott
Solomon shows in “Becoming Martian: How Living in Space Will Change Our Bodies and Minds,”
bureaucrats and policy wonks are drawing up plans, too. “I was astonished,” Mr. Solomon writes, “to
see how extensive and serious the plans for human space exploration had become.” These include
everything from rocket blueprints to detailed nutrient-recycling programs involving flies, chickens and
human waste.

Motivations for wanting to colonize Mars vary. Some crave adventure while others see the planet as a
backup home in the event that Earth is rendered uninhabitable by an asteroid strike or runaway climate
change. Still, Mr. Solomon, a biologist at Rice University, noticed important gaps in such
conversations. “There wasn’t much discussion,” he writes, “about the long-term consequences” for
human beings. How would colonizing Mars alter us psychologically and physiologically? “Becoming
Martian” grapples with such questions.

It takes a while for Mr. Solomon to get to the answers. Early chapters include some well-worn tales
(e.g., Darwin visiting the Galapagos) as well as saucy sections on sex in space (and why the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration refuses to fund studies on it). And he spends a lot of time,
possibly because it’s the only aspect of the project for which data are available, on the stresses and
consequences of weightlessness—which astronauts would experience only on the way to and

from Mars.

Once the book delves into Mars itself, it really starts to hum. In brief, Mars is hostile to life in
numerous ways. The soil is packed with poisons, and massive dust storms obscure the sun for months.
The atmosphere provides almost no oxygen, and while temperatures can reach 70°F, that’s only at the
equator, at noon, in summer. (Temperatures of minus—100°F are more common.) The weak
atmosphere and magnetic field also allow carcinogenic cosmic radiation to pelt Mars’s surface: One
day spent outdoors there equals about two years of radiation exposure on Earth.

Perhaps most importantly, Mars has only around one-third of Earth’s gravity, which would alter the
development of almost every organ and tissue. Anyone born and raised on Mars would likely have
lower bone density and weaker hearts. Their spines would curve less and their feet have less of an arch.
The limited air and food would likely stunt their growth compared to earthlings, and their lungs and
circulatory systems might struggle to deliver oxygen. Over generations, their skin might darken to
block radiation damage as well.

And that’s just the start. Those traveling to Mars from Earth would almost certainly be screened to
limit the pathogens they carry along. Measles, malaria, influenza and dozens of other illnesses
wouldn’t exist there—which sounds great. Except there’s good evidence that a lack of exposure to
microbes early in life can leave the immune system on a hair-trigger, meaning the first generations
born on Mars would likely suffer from far more autoimmune diseases. Would that trade-off be worth
it?

Psychological complications could arise as well. The harsh environment would confine people to
domes or underground shelters, where boredom and isolation would be real dangers. The need for
protective spacesuits outside such habitats would also cut off Mars inhabitants from nature. Natives of



the red planet would never know the feel of the breeze lifting their hair or the sun warming their skin,
and the lack of water would deprive them of the joy of splashing around in a pond or the surf. (When
Scott Kelly returned home after 340 days on the International Space Station, the first thing he did was
jump into his backyard pool. “I’ll never take water for granted again,” he later said.)

As Mr. Solomon notes, these issues raise serious ethical questions. Would it be fair to raise children in
a place where they can never play outside? Equally troubling, some Mars enthusiasts insist that we
should try to genetically engineer the first generation of visitors to make them less vulnerable to bone
loss, heart weakness and other health problems—permanently altering the human race.

There’s also the question of whether humans on Mars will evolve into another species. Geographic
isolation often drives speciation on Earth. Radiation on Mars, and the planet’s different disease burden,
would speed up mutations there. Mr. Solomon estimates that significant steps toward speciation could
arise within five to 10 generations. The irony would be acute: While many enthusiasts view Mars as a
refuge to save humankind from disaster, its inhabitants could quickly become nonhuman.

Partly as a result of the moral quandaries, Mr. Solomon finishes his book far more ambivalent about
colonizing Mars than he was at the outset. “Whether we choose to let evolution play out or guide the
process ourselves,” he concludes, “each generation born on Mars will be one step further on a path
toward becoming something different—toward becoming Martian.”

This review appeared in The Wall Street Journal; 20 February, 2026; reprinted by subscriber usage.

Copyright ©2026 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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AND RETURNING TO AN ONGOING SUBJECT The very rapid development of Artificial

Intelligence as a creative force able to turn out
words and music equal to, or even better than human beings, we have this startling info, which ran a few weeks
back as part of an NBC feature, reprinted in case you missed it---

Al is writing, acting and producing China’s
Minidramas. It’s shaking a $14 billion
Industry.

Story by Janis Mackey Frayer



An online
minidrama shown
on video-sharing
platform Douyin,
on a phone in
Shanghai, China.
(VCG via Getty
Images file)© VCG
via Getty Images
file
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ZHENGZHOU, China — Chinese microdramas — known for hyperemotional stories about torrid love
affairs, time-traveling revenge and explosive family secrets — are facing drama of their own as Al
transforms an industry that is also rapidly expanding in the United States.

Shot vertically for China’s mobile-first audience, microdramas — also called minidramas or
short dramas — have captivated hundreds of millions of Chinese for years with fast-paced, addictive
stories told in episodes that usually last between 60 and 90 seconds. But technology has upended the
way they are written, produced and performed.

“Al is changing everything,” Gao Qingge, a microdrama director based in Beijing, told NBC
News in an interview. “Because Al can save a lot of money.”

Out of about 100,000 microdramas released in the first three months of this year, about 95%
were entirely produced by Al, according to the state-run People’s Daily newspaper, leaving many
actors and crew members in the $14 billion industry in limbo.

Though Chinese viewers are watching artificial intelligence microdramas in huge numbers, the
shift has also created anxieties similar to those in Hollywood, where a full-length feature film
starring controversial Al “actor” Tilly Norwood was criticized by a major actors union as “devaluing
human artistry.”

Just as microdramas blossomed in China before jumping to the U.S., where they are also
produced and widely viewed, the way the industry embraces and restricts Al could have implications
for American TV and film productions down the road.

The changing mood is hard to miss in Zhengzhou, China’s microdrama capital, where many
housing projects left unfinished amid a yearslong national property crisis have been transformed into
filming bases.

At Dazhi filming base outside the city of more than 12 million people, only four crews were
filming late last month when NBC News visited the 200,000-square-foot production complex.

There are more than 50 sets at the one-stop production venue, where it's a short walk from a
ballroom with grand chandeliers to a modern subway, a hospital, a karaoke room, a jail cell or the
office of a wealthy CEO, allowing crews to shoot scores of episodes in a matter of days.

Only a few months ago, as many as 15 crews could be shooting there at the same time, and
sets were booked out weeks in advance, Wu Hongbin, the base’s manager, said.

“Compared to last year, the current volume has basically been slashed by about 60% to 70%,”
he said, in part because of the impact of Al.



https://www.nbcnews.com/world/asia/vampires-romance-billionaires-chinese-minidramas-gaining-us-fans-rcna217684
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/xi-jinping-outlines-chinas-global-vision-ai-landmark-speech-rcna587881
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/xi-jinping-outlines-chinas-global-vision-ai-landmark-speech-rcna587881
https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/viral/microdrama-popularity-united-states-short-form-soap-operas-rcna258800
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/asia/trump-china-election-interference-claims-xi-trade-trip-rcna587951
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/val-kilmer-ai-generated-new-movie-rcna264195
https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/pop-culture-news/tilly-norwood-ai-actor-denounced-actors-union-star-feature-film-rcna353134
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/real-estate/know-delisting-property-developer-china-evergrandes-shares-hong-kong-rcna226968

The shift has left those who depend on microdramas for employment at loose ends.

Liu Yuan, 45, a microdrama actor who often plays the father of rich men, said he almost never
used to have openings in his schedule. But many crews “ground to a halt” early this year, he said,
when the popular microdrama platform Hongguo reportedly made policy changes that discouraged
external production partners from making live-action series.

“Most of them shifted to Al, so live-action minidramas became relatively scarce,” Liu said while
filming at the complex, though he said work had picked up again more recently.

Staff members produce microdramas with the assistance of Al at the Dazhi film and television
base in Zhengzhou, China, in April. (Ren Zhuoru / Xinhua via Getty Images)© Ren Zhuoru
Production companies are motivated by the idea of slashing what they spend on human actors, Gao
said. “It saves five to eight times the amount of money if we use Al, compared to the live-action ones,”
she said.

Al also provides more flexibility than traditional TV productions, said Huang Dingxuan, a
Beijing-based cinematographer who works with Gao on microdramas such as last year’s “Scapegoat
Maid.”

“If it’s raining outside but we have
................. a sunny day [scripted], we have to wait,
but with Al, if you want a sunny day, it's
going to be a sunny day,” he said.

An Al system used to create
- minidramas. (Fred Dufour / NBC
News)© Fred Dufour
Anina Net, an American who has spent
years acting in Chinese-directed
microdramas for English-speaking
audiences, said Al has been an
“‘incredible tool” for series such as one
she appeared in last year, “Daddy’s Got
Girls and Guns.”

“This particular director, Paddy
Ma, he loves helicopters,” she said. “I've
shot with him so many times and there’s
always, you know, the girl getting out of
the helicopter.”

“Well, he wanted seven
helicopters, but there’s no budget for
seven helicopters,” said Net, who is
based in Los Angeles.

Al came to the rescue, she said,
but it's also a “double-edged sword.”

“So many of the incredibly
‘ professional people that | know that were

— - working every day are back home doing
nothing because there’s no more live-action shootings,” Net said.

Net says she has a “no Al” clause in her contracts for her own image, as “| cannot risk that
someone would make me say something that | absolutely never said or do things that | never did.”

Some companies are trying to get ahead of those concerns, with mixed results. The Chinese
streaming giant iQIY| faced backlash in April after unveiling an Al performer database that it said
would allow actors to authorize the creation of digital doubles for future films and TV shows.

Though iQIYI said the actors in its database would have control over how their images were
used, Chinese actors in other cases have complained about their faces and voices being cloned and
used in ways they didn’t agree to. In April, Hongguo removed a popular Al-generated series, “Peach




Blossom Hairpin,” and penalized its production company after accusations that it had used online
users’ likenesses without their consent.

Chinese authorities have begun cracking down on such abuses, and since last year China has
required that all Al-generated content be clearly labeled. Though some U.S. states have transparency
laws that require Al-generated content to be labeled, lawmakers in Congress are still debating federal
legislation.

Despite the growing influence of Al, some people in the industry remain optimistic. Wu said he
still believes that human productions will bounce back because viewers like to watch real people.
“When | watch the Al characters, | have the ‘uncanny valley’ feeling,” one user on Chinese social
media platform RedNote commented last month, referring to the unsettled feeling that people can
experience when looking at humanoid objects.

Ma Shuchang, a college student in Zhengzhou who acts in microdramas in her free time, has
noticed the slowdown in work but says she still enjoys Al-generated series.

“Watching Al dramas is great because they have a lot of special effects that real-life dramas
just can’t achieve,” she said, adding that the two can “complement each other.”

“Moving forward, high-quality productions with meaningful content will definitely be the ones
that win people over,” Ma said.

Janis Mackey Frayer, Dawn Liu and Erin Tan reported from Zhengzhou, and Larissa Gao from
London.

This article was originally published on NBCNews.com
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A DISTURBING ADDENDUM I recently discovered that the images and voices of actors Angela

Lansbury, William Wisdom, and Tom Bosley, all associated with the
long running TV series “Murder She Wrote”, have been optioned for use in future, unnamed projects. But, since
they were all a part of “Murder” it is clear that the holders have plans to recreate “Murder She Wrote” using A-1
capabilities, even tho the actors are dead and gone. | suspect that the producers of this new series will not be
using A-1 to write the story plots—yet. But who knows what the future holds?
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https://www.nbcnews.com/world/china/china-minidrama-artificial-intelligence-unemployed-actors-microdramas-rcna587414

LETTER(S)...

Ken Bausert passcribe@aol.com

Thanks for the latest Swamp Spot Sentinel; very entertaining issue.

| just turned 83 myself (last week) and, fortunately, still kicking without too much whining &
complaining. Finding doctors in our new area has been my biggest problem, and getting appointments in a
timely matter even more difficult. Even the walk-in clinics are packed and require an appointment now
unless you want to wait 2 hours or more to be seen.

Sorry to hear of all the problems with your vehicle. Having been in the business my whole life,
however, I've learned that sometimes it's better to trade in an older vehicle when major issues plague it
because the more you sink into it, the more likely you are to continue sinking money into it (because you're
now further invested into it). Of course, there comes a point when you've spent much more on it than it's
worth. The only advantage to all that is, "at least you know what you've got!" I'm glad to see you had a good
friend to help you get around while your wheels were in the shop.

As for your bathroom/shower makeover: our new house in NC has a large shower in the primary
bathroom and it includes a seat/bench. And, yes! that does make it so much easier to wash one's feet. |
don't know how we managed without one for so many years.

| had a large comic book collection for many years, mostly inherited from my older brothers, and have
seen a few issues of Sgt. Preston over the years, but they never did much for me.

That guest article on glass was quite fascinating.

Were those Marvel & DC comics that you showed covers of actual issues? Very strange crossovers if
they are.

| once had to have a line inserted into my vein (so they could administer anesthesia) before a shot to
ease my sciatica pain and, after several unsuccessful attempts, the phlebotomist had to call another nurse
over to do the job (I was really annoyed with that episode).

| hope you continue to feel better thanks to the marvels of modern medicine (including Eliquis) and are
able to maintain your home and vehicle without too much hassle or financial heartache.

///Thanks for your comments on Swamp Spot 2.1. | was not happy about sinking five and a half grand to
repair my ailing ten year old vehicle, but, as | noted, the sky-hi prices and very limited availability of
decent used cars was the determining factor. Unlike many people, | have no particular affection for
autos. A car is a piece of machinery that will get you from here to there and back again. Despite being a
2016 model, it only has 82,800 miles on it, so | hope and believe that paying the repair bill at this point
in time will buy me two or three more years on the road before | have to
purchase a newer car. Altho at 83 years old, maybe the vehicle will
outlast me.

| have an almost complete collection of the Sgt Preston comic
book. | always enjoyed the radio and the TV show, and since the comic
was more of the same, it was a natural for me to collect it. As an
interesting aside, | always felt that Richard Simmons who played the role
on TV was far better as the character than Paul Sutton, who played the
part on radio from 1951 to about 1954. Sutton never sounded like any
kind of police officer; his voice was more suited to romantic crooning or
soap opera style story lines. Brace Beemer, star of the Lone Ranger series,
took over as Preston on radio in 1954, a much better voice for the
character.

The Marvel and DC covers were all satirical fakes. | would be
willing to pay a premium to actually read a few of those hybrid issues, if
they were ever actually produced and published.///
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FIRST OF TWO POLITICAL COMMENTS THIS ISSUE---
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TO DO LIST

Keep’em Poor

* No to Minimum Wage » Break the Unions » Cut Welfare Programs «
Cut Social Security * Deregulatation » Gut the Dodd-Frank Act

Keep’em Sick

* Cut Food Ald » Repeal Obamacare » Cut Disability Benefits » Privatize
Veterans Health Care » Cut HIV Prevention Funding

Keep’em Stupid

* Deny Science * Revise History » Categorize, Demonize, Terrify »

Cut Pre-school Programs # Cuts to Higher Education » Cut Sex
Education® NO to Net Neutrality

Control the Women

* Implement all of the above PLUS > Vote NO to Equal Pay* Cut Wages
for Tipped Workers ®* NO to Affordable Childcare ® Pro-Life =NO Cholce
NO Exceptions ® Close down Planned Parenthood ®* Anti-Contraception »
Redefine Rape * Personhood Amendments #» Feticlde Laws » Criminalize
Miscarriages » Doctor Mandated Reporting of Miscarriages and Abortions
to the State * Mandatory Transvaginal Ultrasounds » Rollback Maternity
Coverage » Omit protections in the Violence Against Women Act » Blame
Single Moms for Poverty, Welfare Fraud, Breeding Criminals and
Destroying the Fabric of America
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MalLING COMMENTS

ARCHIVE MIDWINTER I think it is clear to everyone, including his ardent supporters, that

Trump is suffering from senile dementia. The problem is that his
loyal supporters will never admit this, or make any effort to get him the medical treatment he clearly needs,
because that would require him to relinquish the powers of the Presidential office. They may (or may not)
trust Vance to follow their Beloved Leader’s agenda of inflicting pain and misery on the people they despise
but they can’t be sure that Vance will do so with the same ruthless efficiency that Trump has managed. |
have said this before, only half jokingly, that it appears to a lot of people that Donald Trump has made a pact
with Satan, and that’s why he has been so successful despite all the dangerous, illegal and just plain looney-
tunes things he does and says. If you or anybody else reading this has a different theory as to why he is still
President, I’d love to hear it.

The original idea of Bitcoin was to have an effective way to effortlessly transfer money anywhere in
the world without having to go thru all the red tape and delays traditional banking transfers often involve.
The fact that this system made it easy to transfer illegal funds and to launder illegal funds efficiently was one
of the reasons it became so popular so fast.

There is also a definite limit to the amount of Bitcoin that will ever be created and allowed to be in
circulation, and we are rapidly approaching that limit. The fact that some people regard Bitcon as a sort of
unregulated stock market that they can “invest” in was probably not really anticipated, but here it is, like it or
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not. The other main problem with Bitcoin is that clever hackers can (and often have) broken thru their so-
called safe system and stolen lots of the crypto currency units and have been able to get away with it. That
alone makes it such a risk that | would never ever consider buying any of those things for any reason.

Like you, my interest in following current moves has declined with my advancing age, however |
find I can still watch movies on DVD, and | can get any movie | happen to be interested in thru inter-library
loan. But there are precious few new movies I have much interest in seeing now. I’m completely burned out
on comic book super hero movies after a number of bad experiences, and the last five year’s crop of romantic
comedies does not appeal to me either. There are some old
movies, including silents, that | continue to seek out. On that
same note, I still haven’t watched Avatar. I’ve got to check that
one out...real soon now.

You say about genetically recreating the extinct Dire
Wolf: “That violates your suggestion not to bring back anything
that might eat people, but, hey, we keep Tigers in zoos, so a
small population of Dire Wolves could hardly be worse.” Uh,
wasn’t that exactly the same premise that the creators of Jurassic
Park used when they genetically cloned and recreated those
dinosaurs?

THE MURDER MASTER MAGE #283 As | said

before, I don’t
see the big thrill of doing military reenactments, especially
WWII reenactments, but hey, people engage in all sorts of odd
hobbies. 1 wonder if the WWII reenactors actually roll out old
military equipment as part of the play? Cranking up and running
a WWII era tank would be pretty expensive. The cost of fuel
alone would be staggering in today’s economy.

Ah, so you tracked down the Schmitz heirs/rights holder
thru the SFWA data base. Interesting, and worthwhile that they
maintain an active file of who owns the rights to all those
thousands of stories and characters science fiction authors
created over the years.

Do you have to pay the Schmitz estate a fee to write new
stories about the Telzey Amberdon character? What about
paying royalties if the new Telzey stories you write get
published and are commercially released?

I completely disagree with you on the subject of
MAXAC. Fan writers should be allowed to write as much or as
little as they feel like about any subject so long as it is not
illegal, libelous, or pornographic. If someone rambles on too
long about a subject that doesn’t interest you, then just stop
reading. In an apa, including this one, nobody forces anyone to
comment on anything that does not interest them. But applying
any kind of MAXAC rule is censorship, and | completely oppose
that concept.

I have to assume that sites like Amazon, and Barnes &
Noble, and Books-A-Million have been taking over the primary
distribution of paperback books for at least the past five to ten
years or so, considering that so few brick and mortar retail stores
carry any kind of paperback books any more (see my last issue
and the issue before that for long discussions on the situation). However I think the main problem is that the
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paperbacks themselves now cost more than most people want to pay. If there is a significant difference in
cost between the e-book version and the print version | would suspect that many people go for the e-book
version. However (and yet again), many of the people I know, including myself, are not interested in buying
any more physical books; we get our fiction fix thru the local library and inter-library loan services.

SO MANY STARS, SRR/ TED TO BE ' THE THOUGHT OF

AN ASTRONAUT, | THE COMMUTE.
SAMMY BOY.

{ WHAT STOPPED |
you?

BROWNIAN MOVEMENT #20 UFO sighting and supposed physical encounters with alien beings

have increased exponentially during this new century. | think it was
Gary Trudeau in his Doonesbury Sunday comic strip who pointed out that the overwhelming majority of
these UFO sightings/alien contact encounters happen within the United States, with numbers that absolutely
dwarf all the reports from the rest of the planet combined.

To me this just shows that the people of this country happen to be more gullible, more imaginative,
and perhaps more desperately in need of some kind of reassurance that some greater, more powerful
intelligence with super science at their fingertips, is out there, interacting with us, and perhaps (hopefully),
willing to help us out in this age of increasing desperation and chaos. | think most of these sightings are
imaginary, either deliberate lies or self inflicted delusions.

There probably is something unknown that flies around in the atmosphere from time to time, but |
think it is far more likely that what we have is either some radical and unknown native life form, or some
kind of natural phenomena that we do not understand yet (only a few short years ago science was completely
dumbfounded to discover that ball lightning actually existed, despite many decades of people observing the
phenomena). But aliens from another world? Inter-dimensional travelers? Naw, not even remotely likely.

I echo George’s comment; you should consider tightening up your “Across the Fandomension” and
making it a regular column in the N3F Fan Gazette. You provide the kind of info that fans would find
interesting to read, and usable for planning fan activities and convention trips. Give it some serious thot.

The IRS waited a couple of months for me to fill out their electronic ID forms, which | was unable to
do. When it was obvious to them that I wasn’t going to create an on-line IRS account they finally mailed out
my refund as a regular government check. | suspect that quite a few people had the same experience | did,
namely, trying to do all the stuff they wanted to create the account was so complicated that lots of other
taxpayers besides myself just gave up in frustration.

I was very curious myself as to how Hachette and other book publishers were/are able to determine if
some work of fiction was created, or augmented by artificial intelligence software. Unfortunately none of the
news stories and articles about the recent flurry of A-I fiction scams have mentioned any pertinent details.
The reality is that Al gets more sophisticated and more developed every week, so | personally continue to
believe that in the near future that A-1 will be able to turn out interesting, well constructed fiction that will
sell to the human marketplace. It seems inevitable. | am not sure if this will ever displace human writers, but
considering the cut-throat economic realities of the publishing biz, | can see a lot of publishers using Al to
generate steady sellers and not having to pay real human writers any fees at all.

Biological science is already creating unique organisms that can affect the environment in useful
ways. In the past year | read articles about a process that can turn plastic into bio-fuel and organisms that can
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eat plastic and petroleum products and release raw materials and hydrogen gas. That one seems dangerous to
me; what if it got out of control and destroyed all plastic and petroleum products? In fact there was a 1971
SF novel titled “Mutant 59: The Plastic Eater” that examined that very hypothesis; a chilling disaster thriller
that we may soon discover accurately predicted the future.

I still don’t know where you are getting the idea that there are only about 30 active fanzines in stf
fandom today. A quick glance at Bill Burn’s fanzines.com website shows 46 different fanzine titles listed
just since January of this year, and that does not cover all the various apazines, and the assorted fanzines that
are not posted on his website. None of the N3F zines, for example, are listed on Bill’s website. Nick Farey’s
Incomplete Register listed 67 separate fanzines eligible for the 2025 FAAN awards, and he notes that he
always receives some votes for fanzines that he himself had not listed each year. There are clearly a great
deal more than 30 active fanzines out there the in the hobby.

SAMIZDAT... #38 | suspect that the

concept of
schools and universities devoted to teaching
people magic is a pretty new concept. For one
thing, it would assume that magic is very
common, and that many people (students) can be
taught mastery of magical skills and that there is
also a sufficient social and economic need for
magic users so that a full class of magic using
students graduating into the world every year
would be able to find gainful employment in the
field of applied magical arts.

Thruout history magic has been regarded
with great suspicion by most of the population,
particularly the ruling classes who regard it as a
dangerous, unregulated encroachment on their
authority and privilege. Magic users traditionally
have been regarded as evil, using their magic not
only for self enrichment, but also to harm and
obstruct other people, particularly those persons
who might be in competition with them. The Old
Testament isn’t the only religious text with a
command to not suffer a witch or wizard to live.

: ' Given this mindset I don’t see schools teaching
magic was a real or even relevant thing in fiction or otherwise, at least until modern fantasy novels came
along and introduced the concept of magic being both legal and common.

There is a traditional folk song that mentions witches teaching other witches the craft. I can’t
remember the name, or find any quick reference to it on the web, but I believe Manley Wade Wellman wrote
a short story about it. I can’t remember the title of that either.

Most of the subjects you proposed for panels at your upcoming convention sound interesting. |
suspect you would need some knowledgeable (and opinionated) panelists/presenters to make many of them
work. A lot on the list seem designed to encourage audience participation. Has audience inter-action worked
well for your con? In too many of the conventions | have attended the audience members want to be
entertained and informed, but have no real interest in asking questions themselves.

In regards Barbara McQuade’s book “How Disinformation is Sabotaging America”; many of the
things she wants to establish to counter the flow of misinformation are illegal, and would never stand a court
challenge. 1think most of her proposed solutions are unrealistically broad. Insisting on fair disclosure laws,
insisting that media platforms eliminate patently false and dangerous sites, and eliminating recognized robots
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are doable, but nobody in authority seems to have any idea how to make even these reasonable restrictions
work.

I always liked the Disney cartoon version of “Alice In Wonderland”. Tremember the movie being
extremely heavily merchandised, so even if the film technically lost money when it was originally released, |
am reasonably sure that the studio did well with the hundreds of tie-ins and product endorsements they made
deals with. | think the cartoons and songs work very well, and are certainly superior to the previous attempts
to turn the book(s) into movies. Somewhere around here (or maybe in the warehouse) | believe I still have
my original scratched up plastic record set of songs from the movie that my Mom bought for us when the
film was originally released. All the songs from the movie are now posted for free on the internet. | just
verified this and wound up listening to “Painting the Roses Red”, with most of the original cartoon animation
running in the background too.

I have no problem with authors who can turn out several, or even lots of novels every year. Some
writers can effortlessly turn on the flow of words and ideas, while others work more slowly. 1 am only
concerned about the final product; whether it is interesting and well crafted. There are certainly a lot of
fantasy novels being published these days, but | am not so sure that all of them are profitable. Paper & ink
printing is a very risky business, but the cost of setting up, and even printing, has gone down in this new
century which may contribute to the avalanche (glut, some call it) of stf related books pouring into the
marketplace now. One medium selling book title can cover up for a bunch of losers. Fiction publishing is
like playing the roulette wheel in a casino, except it takes a year or more to figure out whether you hit the big
bucks or lost your stake yet again.

While | agree that the election of Trump as president shows deep fissures of division in this country,
the reality is that Trump’s unique personality is what propelled him to victory the second time round. Other
Republican politicians may try to advance his primary agenda, but nobody but a delusional egomaniac like
Trump would have tried to deliberately and illegally enact his sweeping agenda of changes, deliberately
target his enemies, destroy the checks and balances system of government, and try to turn himself into a
banana republic style dictator with his name and likeness adorning everything that he can think of. (I wonder
how many of those Trump gold gloss one dollar coins are actually selling). I can’t think of even one
Republican politician who could match Trump’s sheer egotism.

DID YOU CATCH
ANYTHING?

HOW WAS FISHING? WHAT DISEASES ARE

MOSQUITOES CARRYING
THESE DAYS?

POSSIBLY.
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ESMERALDA COUNTY LINE #16 Why did you have a five year accumulation of boxes in your

apartment in the first place? Couldn’t you have broken
down a couple of boxes every week and placed them in your regular recycle trash? I haven’t lived in an
apartment for quite a long time, but way back when | did, the complex had a community mini-dumpster that
people could toss stuff into, as long as the items weren’t too large. The nephew of the complex manager
would happily help anybody that wanted to get rid of a chair, table, or even a sofa which he reduced to
manageable size with a few swings of his trusty sledge hammer.
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I suspect the reason that the Executioner paperback novel series has never been made into movies or
TV is because they are unrelentingly violent, with enormous body counts each volume. | am inclined to
doubt that the general public would react favorably to all that brutality and gore, but then, considering some
of the other things that make it to public screens, large and small, maybe it was just a matter of coughing up
the kind of money Pendleton felt his material was worth.

I don’t think the Iran war will be settled any time soon. Trump got into this mess at Israel’s urging,
apparently believing a quick slam and killing off their hard-line fanatical leaders would create regime
change; that the common folks would be so battered that they would accept anything Trump and Bibby
offered them. Instead we have a new crew of leaders even more fanatical than the original batch (who at
least had experience with real world politics, unlike the second stringers). Most of Iran’s new cadre of
leaders seem to believe that dying in combat with the infidel Americans will get them a free pass into
Moslem heaven, and they will not agree to anything the enemy proposes. Trump has offered them the moon,
but they refuse to negotiate in good faith. This war is going to drag on for many, many more months,
perhaps even a few years more.

I think that these days most authors sell books on their own website, or thru some link that lets fans
reach them direct. | am unfamiliar with how many free copies a publisher sends out to its authors in this day
and age (it used to be eight of any hardcover, and a floor stand of about 28 copies of any paperback) but all
publishers will let their authors buy copies of their own books at the bookstore discount of 40% off, so |
assume most authors stock up. People who really like a certain book will often seek out the writer and check
to see what other things s/he has written, so the profit potential by selling direct is decent. In theory authors
also get first chance to buy any of their titles if their books get remaindered (which happens frequently with
hardback books), but in actual practice most publishers sell to big grave digger wholesale outfits who are able
to make massive warehouse clean out buys all in one transaction, which is a lot easier than having to sort thru
their warehouse inventory to find and then ship out copies to individual authors.

There may be truth in the idea that if the American prairie had never been plowed and cultivated for
crops that the Dust Bowl disaster of the 1930s would never have happened. However people moving west in
the 19" century were primarily farmers looking for cheap land and low taxes, with the 1862 Homestead Act
giving them both. European migrants with farming backgrounds also headed west in the hopes of getting
some of that free land. Once the prairie had been tilled there was no way the owners of those 160 acre plots
were going to trade their farming lifestyle for something else.

Parts of the west were clearly unsuitable for traditional farming, but were ideal for scrub ranching, so
cattle and sheep could roam free, scavage feed on whatever vegetation they could find, be rounded up and
shipped to market yearly and turn a handsome profit for the ranchers. They could even pay their wranglers
top wages. $40 a month plus food and shelter doesn’t sound like much in this modern world, but in the
1850s and 1860s men were dropping out of college to head west and take advantage of the very generous
wages ranching offered.

A complicating factor with modern ongoing comic book heroes is that fans now have a chance to
review and read vast numbers of the character’s back issues for a relatively modest cost due to digital
scanning, omnibus printed collections, and on-line streaming libraries that allow interested fans to examine
the character thru every facet of his past. Continuity goes out the window when you look at a forty year run
of most comic book heroes, and similar storylines like the on-again/off-again/strangely troubled romance of
Batman and Catwoman spotlight the repeated similarities of plot lines in stark detail. 1 am willing to accept
that characters change with the times, that what was printed in their issues from the distant past may not be
culturally relevant today, but a lot of hard core collectors don’t see it that way at all.

Huh! Sort of surprised that you don’t like the writing of H.G. Wells, one of the pillars in the creation
of modern science fiction literature, but I guess it takes all tastes. I read a lot of Wells, including many of his
mainstream novels some years ago. Most were good; | can see why they were good sellers back in those
olden days, but I stopped because there was just too much stf and genre fiction that | would rather read than
expend my time reading mainstream novels about people caught up in webs of their own personal problems
who don’t seem to know how to deal with the situation.
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Uh, | suspect you are misremembering. It is unlikely that you have fond memories of encountering
John W. Campbell at the Balticon science fiction cons from the mid 1970s and up, since he died in July,
1971.

R.AL.L. #23 One of the advantages
I LIRE WAKING UP EVERY of living in this modern

MORNING TO SEE WHAT OPPORTUN-| technology heavy world is that if you missed
) TIES AND CHALLENGES THE New)| the 4" of July fireworks show, you can watch it

later on a screen of your choice at any time that
DAY HotDs FOR ME. is convenient to you.

Is Constitutional Law going to be
something that will directly affect your future
career as a barrister?

If you can access the entire history of
Marvel Comics thru their history spanning pay
library, and if it gets regularly updated with the
newest issues, then what is the point of buying
the new comics anymore? Having the physical
print copies has long been the preferred
collector mode, but that is certainly changing
with this new century, and if the companies are
themselves maintaining digital libraries of all
their material, it makes holding onto those
physical copies irrelevant. As a guy who has
half a million back issue comics in his
warehouse that | am trying to sell off, | worry
about such things.

L LIkE
WAKING UP EVERY
MORN ING.

MOZIAG #3 Wow! What a complicated library system NY State has. Here in Mass all the state’s

libraries are tied together on inter-library loan, so having a card at your nearest local
library gets you access to everything in the state system. It also gets you access to lots of books across the
US of A from out of state libraries that are part of the inter-library loan system, which, it turns out, is most of
the libraries in the nation, including some college libraries (but not, for some odd reason, the three local
Worcester area colleges).

Getting books from out of state takes a while, and I’ve only had to use that option a few times,
(mainly to get some pulp reprint collections and a few reprints of Victorian era science-fantasy novels). Most
of the things | want to read are available instate, and libraries will usually listen if you request a soon to be
released title, such as “A Trade of Blood”, the third novel in the Ana and Din fantasy mystery trilogy by
Robert Jackson Bennett (which comes out Aug 6™. | hope to get it immediately, and have it read three days
later. A book report either here or in Fadeaway will certainly follow

I can’t imagine having to put up with six or seven individual library cards just to check out the titles
you want to read because the city libraries never wanted to merge their systems together, or even worked out
an inter-loan agreement.

Rich Dengrove did an extensive history of the propeller beanie and its connection with science
fiction fandom which I ran in Fadeaway #21, posted on Bill Burns’ fanzines.com website for anyone who is
interested. The article also talks about his famous propeller royal emperor’s crown head piece, and has
quotes from Ray Nelson (who was a subscriber to my zine right up until the day he died).

Good luck placing your story with a magazine. Unfortunately | think print stf mags are a dying
breed (see my comments in previous issues of this zine). | just checked the web, and it turns out that the
Analog publishers say that they have distributed the long overdue March-April print issue as of the last week
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in July, but in point of fact, they haven’t managed to do that yet. The last print issue they have managed to
actually deliver is the February 2026 number. They still have a mostly up to date digital issue presence,
which | suspect is going to soon become the only way anybody is going to be able read the magazine.

Maybe George would be willing to go on your podcast and talk about the N3F and all the services
the club offers. We currently seem to have a good sized membership, but most of our members are not really
involved in club activities. I’m not even sure how many people read our assortment of fanzines. Hey, N3F
tech folks—is there some way we can get a counter attached to club zine issues when they have been released
to see who is actually accessing our mags?

THE USUAL, HARRY? MAKE ME LOOK LIKE
AMOVIE STAR.

DON’S
arber Shop

%

BRANDY HALL #19 Glad to read that you are finally recovered from that lingering illness.

Phenomena is a very real problem for older people. We are more
susceptible due to our immune systems being weakened after generations of use, and a lot of us have the
feeling that it’s just a lingering cold or a touch of flu, so we don’t go to see a doctor even if the problem lasts
far longer than a normal cold/flu bout might. 1 just did a quick web check, and it turns out that around 40,000
people in the US die of pneumonia each year, and people over age 65 account for about 85% of all
phenomena cases. Sobering info. | had my phenomena shot a couple of years back, but it might need to be
upgraded again.

Wow! A university that doesn’t subscribe to the Oxford English Dictionary? How much money did
they save by cancelling their subscription? It can’t be that much, especially considering all the other
expenses of running a modern university.

I try to write mailing comments to everybody in N’APA. In some cases people are discussing things
I know little or nothing about. Case in point: the occasional technical discussions of applying and using
computers and computer programs. | use a computer, but my knowledge of programming,
adding/changing/fixing anything connected with the modern computer machine is nill. Obviously I don’t
make any comments when members jump into those subjects. Same deal with mathematics. Math and |
have never gotten along, so discussions about math leave me completely sidelined.
| WE NI ANEL Jet, was a very small sized magazine (about half digest sized), started in
v November 1951 and priced at fifteen cents. “Focusing on news, culture, and
entertainment related to the African-American community.... billed as "The
Weekly Negro News Magazine". It was a companion magazine to Ebony, but
featured lots of graphic photos of people and events, historical and otherwise. They
had a beauty of the week featuring beautiful Negro women in bikinis or even briefer
costumes. They heavily reported civil rights news including violence to Negro
protesters (with graphic photos), and covered a variety of controversial subjects.
Aimed at a younger Negro audience, it also sold respectable numbers to white readers
because of the sensational and often shocking photos they ran of unusual events and
people. Jet is still going today as a digital publication. All back issues from the first
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issue on up are achieved at their web site, and many issues can be read for free at places like Google Books
and the Internet Archives.

OK, I sit corrected. My primary experience as both a reader and a book seller has been that the
overwhelming majority of paperbacks Penguin Books has published over the years have been copyright free
public domain material. But, | will admit that they have certainly published a lot of contemporary book
titles, particular popular mainstream novels that were in-print as hardback volumes for which they made
financial arrangements with the hardback publishers to issue as Penguin paperback editions. Your listing the
first twenty volumes of their publication history clearly shows that they were aiming at inexpensive
paperback editions of successful hardback novels at the start of their business.

I suspect that almost nobody’s experience on actually retiring turns out the way they envisioned.
Most of the people | know who have retired find themselves as busy or even busier than they were before
they dropped out of the primary work force. Even the few people who planned on spending their days
playing on-line games and smoozing with friends at the local senior center have had their schedules upended
by more recent events that caused them to seriously alter their playbook. But hey, nobody ever said life was
supposed to be predictable.
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INTERMISSIONS #167 & #168 Lots of political commentary in both these issues. | am glad things

are going much better for Ukraine in this very long and brutal war,
but I again say that this war will never end until Russia finds some way to rid themselves of Putin.
Apparently Putin’s health has taken another turn for the worse. Rumors abound, but the Russian press has
completely stopped mentioning anything about his health, which says to me that maybe there are serious
problems that they dare not even hint at. But unless this sociopath goes, the war with Ukraine will continue,
no matter how many people die or how much economic damage is done.

Nice historical round-up of the many science fiction stories associated with robots and computers.
As | have mentioned before, the idea of a computing machine that could do all the work of human
mathematicians was a fairly new concept to science fiction. Thru the end of the 1930s stf writers were still
using slide rules and mechanical adding machines in their stories, this even tho the IBM company had started
using punch cart sorting systems as far back as the 1890 census, and the first modern horizontal sorting
machine came out in 1925. As I recall, some of the primary users of the card sorting machines were police
departments who used the system to sort out lists of possible known felons using similar operating methods
to commit new crimes.

Science fiction literature can latch onto new ideas and run with them when given a little fair warning,
but I think the genre pretty much dropped the ball when it came to envisioning the impact of computers in the
modern sense. Note that the overwhelming number of stories that involve the active use of computers, robot
intelligence, and anything connected with it appeared after 1939.

o SRR I was surprised you neglected to mention the Adam

TIGER GIRL % focir Ric Bursovsis Link sentient robot stories by Otto Binder. The first story
appeared in the January 1939 issue of Amazing Stories (“I,
Robot™), the last of ten stories appeared in the April, 1942 issue.
The whole series was later edited by Binder who interlinked all
the original stories with some minor changes and turned the
series into twenty-one continuous chapters for paperback
publication in 1965. The paperback has been reprinted many
times and all those stories hold up very well. Isaac Asimov said
that his own robot stories were heavily influenced by Binder’s
Adam Link character.

| fully agree with your assessment that drone warfare
has completely changed the entire science of warfare. Ukraine
clearly has the advantage over every other military force on the
planet. As you probably read, the US military just signed an
agreement with Ukraine to have their people instruct US
military leaders in the strategy and effective usage of drones for
both attack and defense.

Frightening, but probably not really surprising, is how
fast the technology and strategic development of drone warfare

s A continues to evolve. Almost every week there are new, startling
revelations that nobody could have predicted even a year ago. Science is running waaayyy ahead of what
any of might have expected in this specific niche. It remains to be seen if the rest of the nations on earth will
even try to catch up.

I believe your definition of fantasy literature is too narrow. Yes, beginning in the 1960s, a ton of
novels and short stories in the fantasy genre slid effortlessly into the ancient-medieval-magic-magical items-
dragons sub-category, but there has always been a lot more to fantasy literature than the shadows and echoes
of Tolkien. Traditional fantasy and modern fantasy involves unusual situations and characters not covered by
modern science. There have been plenty of great fantasy stores set in modern times. Unknown Worlds
magazine, edited by John Campbell produced lots of great fantasy with very little of it falling into the
ancient-magic-dragons format. Most pre-1970s fantasy, including magazines like Beyond continued that
tradition. | have been rereading my run of Beyond and may write about it in a future issue of this zine.
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WHAT CHILDREN HAVE
LEARNED FROM TRUMP:

Mocking the disabled is cool.

Never apologize.

Never admit you are wrong.
Name-calling is cool.

Science is stupid.

Empathy is for losers.

Be afraid of anyone not white.

Cheating is acceptable.

Bullying people is good.

Stealing from charities is ok.

Reading is a waste of time.

Attacking dead people is fine.
Distorting the truth is normal.

Always blame others. :
Always take credit when no credit is dle:
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Zeno of Elea theorised you can't move forward. Putin proved it.

INTERMISSION #170

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com, for EAPA & N'APA and others wanting Golden Hours.
Ed still has no time for @SFJournalen on Tw/X yet...but RSN! Sweden has 95 700 lakes, but don't tell
Trump! Typos are like mosquitos:they swarm around you,no matter how many you swat? Late Aug'26.

Editorially: An Unknown Fandom

Thish will be special, with a History Corner having two unique stories. I've done my darndest to dig
deep into a 130+ years old popular story publication few even heard of: Golden Hours. You may
remember from last issue about their up to now unknown precursor to sf conventions, the 1889
Golden Hours National Convention in Brooklyn, New York. But this time I'll go into the publication
itself, a “story paper” that sponsored a huge readers club. It became something a little bit resembling
our fandom. They even published their own amateur magazines and had an APA! But more! We'll
“visit” the 1969 Finnish SF/Pop Science Week with the help of one of few left who was involved. Both
this and Golden Hours hasn't yet been covered anywhere in any detail, if at all.

I've read and researched more fandom history than mentally sound :-). And | had never heard of the
Golden Hours Club! We're literally trampling virgin ground. | found a stash of around 100 of the 800+
issues of Golden Hours, downloaded a collection of issues and have tried to distill all relevant info
about this extraordinary publication and its vast club network. Much more research is needed, but |
hope I've laid a ground. Local fanhistory buffs should step in. | don't have access to libraries and
newspaper archives, being on he other side of the Atlantic with just a browser, an Al and an archive
with most issues missing...

An interesting point here is that science fiction was in the mix. The quantity of skiffy in Golden Hours
wasn't large, but it was there. Science fiction didn't exist as a distinguishable genre at the time. It was
just like any other adventure story, except it also contained, say, a fantastic vessel that could fly or
dive, a fantastic invention by a mad professor or other odd technology or science. Jules Verne had
already made these kind of stories popular. The Golden Hours Club, peaking at 10 000 members,
could be seen as a precursor to the Science Fiction League founded three decades after Golden
Hours stopped the presses for good.

Intermission is proud to give you history you'll find nowhere else!

But all this take up so much space, that there's no room for other things but LoCs and the mailing
comments this zine also goes through two APAs. (Join an APA , it's fun!)

Time for some Ukraine news, mostly positive for all of us who don't like mad dictators attacking an
innocent neighbour. And indiscriminately killing (disproportionally) women, children and the elderly in
Hitler's V2 manner, using torture, sending 1 of 50 of his own male population to be killed or maimed,
breaking conventions and treaties, enslaving his own population, bringing his society to the brink of
collapse. (I'm not talking about Trump. This time.)

Ukraine has had spectacular successes this spring and summer! All of Putin's oil refineries have had
visits by Ukrainian drones and production is down 50%. The gas station masquerading as a country
sees mile long gas station queues and is forced to import gasoline and diesel. It's as if Greenland had
to import ice. Russia's shadow fleet meets utter destruction in the Black Sea (140+ taken out) and
rising problems elsewhere. Ukrainian drones cut all roads, bridges and other paths into Crimea and
blown up all electricity infrastructure. The trucks trying to carry gas and equipment into Crimea are
droned on roads Zelensky's men have under fire control. They have also attacked most of the
Wildberries/ (Russia's Amazon) warehouses and now move on Ozone warehouses. Losses are wort
10s of billions of $. 3% of Russia's economy and a million jobs disappear. Wildberries will default on
its huge loans which could bring Russia's biggest banks down. Kremlin's clown is in deep sh*t. And
on top of all this, Kremlin is still under Intermission's fanzine blockade...

Vladolf Putler fantasies that increasing ballistic missile attacks will soften Ukraine, that unfortunately
is short on Patriot missiles that can take out Putin's terror rockets. Since Trump played 4th of July in
the Gulf with the Patriots, there's a deficit of them. His promise to let Ukraine produce their own was
worth nothing. Lets hope Make America Gruesome Again is whipped in the coming Congress
elections. France and Italy offer Patriot replacements but numbers are low. And Europe's own Freya
(named after a Norse god) missile will take at least a year. There's virtual standstill at the the fronts,
but Russia is slowly losing ground and up to 40 000 heads/month. Worrying news: Putin will re-
mobilise (kidnapping pedestrians) after his fake elections Sep 20. CIA chief Ratcliffe stop-and-go trip
to Moscow was likely about warning Moscow not to challenge NATO - unsure if Putin heeds. Trump
renaming Lake Ontario makes us seriously question the mental state of this 5-year-old...

I'd really like your comments on the Golden Hours Club! --Ahrvid Engholm, editor


mailto:ahrvid@hotmail.com

HISTORY CORNER

Our History Corner this time goes overseas. First we'll revisit an sf & popular science week in Finland
in 1969, which we mentioned in previous issue's Finncon report, though much too short. We got in
touch with one of the organisers and have more details now!

In that issue we also had a bombshell, or at least a little hand grenade, covering the earliest
precursor to sf conventions, in he form of the Golden Hours National convention in 1889 - it was
earlier than the 1891 Vril-Ya Bazaar and Fete known from before. We found a stash of Golden Hours
PDFs and will now take a deep look into the magazine itself and especially its big Golden Hours
Club, which resembles an early fandom.

Finland's 1969 SF Week

Now to the Turku SF Week. We got in touch with one Jorma Piha, from a tip
obtained at recent Finncon, one of the organisers behind it. We know the basic
functions of Google, which led us to find out that he now is professor emeritus of
child psychiatry at Turku University. It was there they had an an SF week in
19769, also covering popular science.l had just been therefoprthe 2026
Finncon.We're grateful he took time to go back in time and lift the vail a little.

P “l was a Board member responsible for cultural issues,”
he writes. “We decided to arrange a one-week event
o focusing on science from unscientific perspective.”
(Much kiitos for you info BTW!)

The dates were March 22-28,1969, and the program
A%\ had two themes: Popularization of science, and science * [
fiction. The science fiction part consisted of 1) exhibition ;.4 piha today. At the
> of sf comic books/magazines and literature, 2) oral '
® . presentations on sf and 3) a series of sf movies. The
i, movies were shown in a cinema named Boston, seating 340 people (but it
R never got fully occupied), in downtown Turku. The audience would enjoy:
~ Ernest Schoedsack's (dir) King Kong (1933,hardly needs description! -
httos [lwww.imdb.com/title/tt0024216/),

ol Roy Rowland: The 5 000 Fingers of Dr T (1953, a piano-playing boy in a
fantasy world must save himself from a dictatorial piano teacher,

* https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045464/),

Natjhan Juran's First Men in the Moon (1964, after HG Wells,

L&

time he was around 20.

Willism Menzies' Invaders from Mars (1953 plot what the title says,notorius because you saw the
zippers on thr back of the Martian's costumes, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045917/

) Richard Fleischer's: Fantastic Voyage (1966, a minisub in the bloodstream,Isaac Asimov wrote the
novelisation, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0060397/)

“The Turku Film Club (Turun Elokuvakerho) contributed to the movie-part, | was active also in this
club”,Piha writes.

The sf exhibition (open 12-20, March 23-28) took up two rooms of a student club and displayed sf
comic books and literature, had enlarged comic strips on the walls. A publisher gave visitors two Jules
Verne books for free. Attendance? “It's impossible to estimate the number of visitors,” Joma writes
(but the math department of Intermission makes a bold bet: In the hundreds! This means between
100 and 999. It can't be wrong, can it?)

The panels and presenters dealing with sf took the stage March 23-24, with Pertti Jotuni: “Science
fiction and reality - from the perspective of knowledge”, Kalevi Nyytaja: “Science fiction in literature”,
Juha Manninen: “Science fiction as the literature of technostructure’, Olli Tuomola: “Science fiction -
a content analysis of comic books”. Note: he topics are phrased differently below, when it's Al-
translated from the printed program (which also contains the popular science parts). The above is
from Jorma Piha and probably most correct. (Als will take liberties when uncertain of things!)

The article below was posted beside other SF Week info Finncon's history exhibition. But Jorma
Piha, who also knows the basic functions of google, found out that it's from the year before and was
published in the newspaper Kansan Uutiset in Helsinki. But as it covers he same topics as the event -
that's why someone thought it was connected - we'll run it anyway. It will illuminate the late 60s status
of popular science and sf in Finland. Headline “From popularising science to POP art”. | had it OCRed
and let my Al translate it:



https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0060397/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045917/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0058100/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045464/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0024216/

During the past hundred years in particular, the exact sciences have become so specialised that they have
developed into disciplines almost entirely foreign to one another. As a result, it is impossible for a layman
unfamiliar with the mathematical formalism of science to understand them - and often even representatives of
neighbouring disciplines cannot. The explosive growth of knowledge - in many fields it doubles every ten years
- has made it necessary to present science in a form accessible to the general public. Science popularisation
means presenting the general or specialised problems of a scientific field to a broad audience without the
specialised terminology or the logical-mathematical models associated with it.

The broadest, though least information-dense, audience is the general public. Opinion polls show that 80—90
per cent of people need popular presentations of science. Paradoxically, only about 30 per cent of newspaper
editors seem to agree. The audience with an intermediate education and people working in practical
occupations are more selective - their popular science can be denser and assume a greater familiarity with
basic methods. Another audience consists of amateur members of scientific clubs and societies and private
enthusiasts of science; in astronomy alone, for example, there are around 20,000 such people.

The Amateur Scientist

The highest-level, though smallest and often least aware, potential audience consists of scientists themselves.
The traditional ideal of a good researcher has long been the somewhat absent-minded scholar, withdrawn into
his study, absorbed in his speciality and largely unconcerned with the problems of the outside world.
Unfortunately, the age of such selfless idealism has passed.

The changes in our increasingly technological society rest more and more upon the natural sciences and
their applications. Researchers with the greatest specialist knowledge therefore play an increasingly important
role in this development. As our society evolves into one based on education and scientific culture, the social
activity of scientists themselves becomes essential to our future.

Science popularisation is still a very young phenomenon in Finland. Only about twenty years ago did Dr
Tuokko begin publishing pocket-sized booklets and magazine articles. Until recently, the popular presentation
of the exact sciences has been almost entirely dependent upon voluntary enthusiasm and has often been
economically unrewarding.

The main reason for this change has been the great international achievements of the 1950s in space
research, medicine and technology. These developments finally persuaded the most progressive news media
to employ freelance science journalists.

The Information Barrier In contrast, both superpowers, as well as Germany, Britain and France, had already
established first- and second-level channels for science popularisation before the Second World War. Here too
Finland, as a young and rather conservative cultural nation, has followed developments roughly a generation
behind.

The Information Barrier

This claim may earn the displeasure of our cultural enthusiasts. Nevertheless, it must be admitted that in
Finland formal education, scholarship and academic chairs have been held in such esteem that their problems
have scarcely reached ordinary
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researchers, together with the
scientifically educated experts in
our economic and administrative

institutions, were to popularise
their own fields - which are often



of immense importance - we would achieve the ideal already found in the English-speaking countries. There,
research institutes and large corporations lish a wide range of advanced interdisciplinary material intended for
scientists themselves. As a result, the traditional delay in the internal dissemination of scientific knowledge -
sometimes as much as five to ten years -has been reduced to only a few weeks

Science Fiction

In the Western world, the large-scale popularisation of science has added something new to culture: science
fiction. In Finnish it is perhaps best translated simply as "scientific literature."

Its roots stretch back several centuries - to Kepler, Galileo and Jules Verne - but only in the twentieth century
did science fiction develop into a distinct body of literature and cinema.

Science fiction is a remarkable combination of science and art for the additional reason that neither writers
nor scientists fully accept it as their own. The best science-fiction writers have achieved considerable literary -
and even scientific - distinction. Arthur C. Clarke, for example, has earned recognition even through the film

adaptations of his works.

After the Second World War, systematic forecasting of the future began to develop in the United States.
Statistical and analytical methods of extrapolating present trends gave rise to a new discipline: futurology.
Thus the popularisation of science led directly to the creation of a new science.

The need for, and demand for, science popularisation will continue to increase. Scientists will become ever
more specialised, working within increasingly narrow fields. To develop their new ideas and applications they
will require high-quality surveys of progress in neighbouring disciplines. Without science journalists,
information officers and public-relations specialists, communication across the higher levels of intellectual life
would become blocked. The loss would be suffered by both science and society, because many fruitful new

ideas would never emerge or be realised.

A career as a professional populariser of science is, at least in Finland, still largely a matter of personal
inspiration and adaptability. The irregular nature of the work, its occasional rush periods and the colourful
rootlessness of freelance journalism may be afttractive for a time, but permanent positions are also needed.

For the present, newspaper attitudes remain highly variable.

On the other hand, writing general articles about science as a sideline would provide an excellent way for
young researchers to gain both professional merit and public recognition. The extra income might also be

significant.

The popular presentation of science, together with its artistic forms in literature and film, could become much
more visible in Finland than it is today. Perhaps one day the theatre might stage a "DNA Revue," a "Molecular
Variety Show," or a documentary entitled "Our Man on Saturn.” After all, we already have electronic music and

even computer tangos.

The author was one Matti Keranen who around this time wrote about space an sf, like articles abut

the Apollo program and the film “2001”.
And here from Finncon's fanhistory exhibit, the program for
the sf and pop science week::

Science Fiction Week, 23—28 March

Film Suite Boston 23-28.3, 16.30

Film screenings

24.3 King Kong

25.3 The 5000 Fingers of Dr T

26.3The First Men in the Moon

27.3March Invaders from Mars

28.3 Fantastic Voyage

Tickets: 5 FIM* each. Advance ticket sales: Friday 21 March from
12 noon to 16 Porthaninpuistikko 13, Room 694.

Exhibition: Science fiction books and magazines, lectures
Sunday, 23 March

16 Pertu Jotuni, Opening of the exhibition: Science Fiction Week
opens officially.

17 Kalevi Nyytéj& Science fiction literature.

17.30 Juha Manninen Discussion: Science fiction in research and
education. Location: LS IX

Sunday March 23

18 Discussion: Olli Tuomola

Science fiction as popular literature.

Location: Lecture Hall 16

Popular Science Days, 22-23 March

22 March

Science fiction-viikko 23.-28. 3.

Elakivasarja Boston 24,—38. 3. ¥lo 1630 ;
243 King Kong 253 Tri Tim 5000 sormen, 26,3, Ensienmiifed
mishel Fuutss 37,3 Inwoders from Mars, 28, 3. Fantastinen matkn
Harlt & 5 mi, KOPYlopstonninne, TYY:n alnboimisio. soka Jorma
Pihp, pah. 136594

Sarjikuva- ja Hjailsuusniyitaly KOS58 F3=28. 3 kg 12-20
Exiletmal

Sunnumiaing 333 Ko 18
LS IX

O Partti Jotuni: Seieace liclionin suhs
di lodellisuuléen
FM Ealeyl Myyladh: Sedanea Fichon kire
pallisuadesss
ko 1730 Muk Juha Mananinen; Schenco RCHon
fekmaslfikiygrin kidgallisughenn

Filya, QUi Tuamaln: Secience lclicn=
anfjakuval  SHO

klp 17

Masnantalng 24: 3. ke 18

Tieteen popularisoinnin péivit 22, 3.-23. 3.

223 Wia 1300 D1 Porttl Jokeni:  Tiébesn popularizoindl, valineend

Jaurnalizini LS XxH

Kln 1400 Kesusinly
#1.3 klo 1200 FT Ants Leikala:  Tislesn popalarisofmll) valinseni
Kifjat L5 1X
kia 1300 Kaskusialy
Rl 1504 Pansall; Populsiissingl nkin ja |’

miomgnna. Prol V. Nurmskks,
apglprol  Kouko Kouvalaanan
i Anio Lolkeds, oéaline - Perin
Bolual,  talmiflaja Akl Oura

Idmtings Tacktu Pothjd, LS (%

13 Opening ceremony Perti Jotuni Popularisation of science; journalism as a medium — LS XXII

14 Discussion




23 March

12 Anto Leikola Popularisation of science, books as a medium — LS IX

13 Discussion

15 Panel: Popularisating science. Prof V Nurmikko, Assoc. Prof Kauko Kouvalainen, Dr Anio Leikola, Dipl.
Eng. Pertti Jotuni, Journalist Aki Oura, and Journalist Terttu Peté&ja. LS IX

(* Around €10 in today's money.)

The formatting made the OCR confused, but hopefully most of it is OK. The letter codes point to
certain halls in Turku University (some of them were also used for the recent Finncon).

It seems the film shows + certain other program 22-27 March was called the SF Week. 22-23 March
program were called Popular Science Days, but they were obviously connected and sf was seen as
an aspect of popular science.

About the people mentioned: Terttu Petéja (b 1939) female culture/pop-science journalist, Kalevi
Nyytéjéa (b 1932) journalist, translator, culture person, Juha Manninen (b 1937) philosopher, Olli
Tuomola (b 1935) culture journalist, prof Nurmikko (b 1903) well known biochemist and on the side
also a painter, Kouvalainen (b 1930) pediatric doctor, engineer Jotuni often active in public science
debates, Dr Leikola (b 1918) medical history and pop science, Aki Oura (b 1938) journalist, Terttu
Petéja (b 1939) female cultural journalist. Since this was 57 years ago we must assume most are
dead,alas (the youngest would be 87 years, but is prob'ly dead).

Another one | saw was involved was BNF Jyrki ljds. He was a buddy of Tom Olander and | met him
several times, but alas he's in Roscoe's heaven now. Had | known about this event | could have
asked him for details, though Jyrki didn't speak very much English (as | remember).

| have no info on how many attended this sf/popscience event, but as they had some interesting
people guesting, it was free (except for the films) and as the biggest halls seated around 300 | think
attendance was in the hundreds. There were probably several different crowds: one crowd for the
student clubs sf exhibition (probably many students), one crowd for the movies (especially from the
mentioned film club), one crowd for the different presentations and panels.

Newspaper articles around the dates should be investigated - a task for local Finnish fans! Unlike
today's conventions the event was quite spread out in time and topics were both sf and popular
science. The sf genre was seen as a tool to reach the public with science, which has always been a
common idea (and not all that wrong). But all in all, this was certainly a precursor to later sf cons as
we recognise them, and as far as known the first public event for sf in Finland!

The Turku event was recognisably connected to sf, even if sf fandom in Finland weren't to take
shape until the mid-1970s. But how far back can we find similar precursors? We don't necessarily
have to look for events explicitly devoted to sf. Long before sf became a distinct genre, readers of
popular adventure fiction were already forming clubs, publishing their own little magazines,
corresponding with each other and even holding conventions — as we found to our surprise. This
remarkable, unique thing was tied to a publication named Golden Hours starting in the 1880s.

Golden Hours — Almost a Fandom

OUR XMAS NUMBER! .itarmiasz o, The story.pe‘lper Golde_n Hours for "GOLDEN HOURS No. 66,
- : ————="adventure fiction - sometimes having : OUT NEXT WEEK,
3 7 HpR 1} H ' n rt of all tran.
fantastic” elements - had the idea of JEhich il contain » complee opors of all rxne
. . Cinb, held on March 80th, togelt'tlllalrh;{:}:hahr‘:
engaging readers with a club system _'fﬁﬂ“ﬁﬁﬁfﬁi‘ﬁ‘ﬁi& nabic fo 2
. s l'mﬂli. Vit AN opportunity
(some local clubs even did amateur R o 0 i b e —

« zines!) and running Golden Hours National S vous sessisaie o cies %ﬁ%‘;"m"p..w

ment, 5 cents

I(II'I!} UF THE Mﬂ or Lost in i “"‘”*‘" sen Convention. Two were held, the first in the | GOLDEN HOURS, %

Palace Rink, New York, March 30 1889 (no ",‘,1.‘_ &Pgﬁwﬂﬁm%

info on the 1891 one). The Brooklyn Daily Note in #65, announcing report
| Eagle wrote that: in #66,which is missing - alas.

a thick crowd of eager children - estimates say as many as 2 000 -
converged on the Palace Rink in Brooklyn for the inaugural Convention of
the Golden Hours Club. Golden Hours, a popular “story paper” full of
adventure stories for young readers, had prepared a jam-packed evening
| of entertainment for its' fans

“Golden hours” was a popular phrase referring to the quality
time you get doing something valuable - like reading. The
publication adopting this name implied it was quality time




FOR ET reading it, though contents was simple adventures from hackwriters...
])0 NOT“ ORG Here you find about 100 of the around 800 issues published of Golden
Grand National Convention  toyrs: https:/digital.library.villanova.edu/Item/vud|:1000662#?
Lo xywh=229%2C296%2C1322%2C1421 (and you can download them as
GMI]]EN HHURS BLUH: PDFs, each being around 40 MB in size). Unfortunately no issues have much

ik, Clecinant senus e tosie, Brsokiya, 5. v, iNfO @abnout the Golden Hours convention and the issue with a "full report”,
on Saturdny Evening, March 80, 1880, Dioors open at . . . . . . .
nal past soven, including speeches (#66) is missing. So the info we find about the convention

The proceedings willbeof a vary varled and intar-

cetingenaractes. Anstiontssochation ot soiden s [imited. A similar GH convention took place in 1891 in

Hours Olub will bo formed, addresses made by . . . .
P, T. BARNUM, Philadelphia but here info is even scarcer.

JOHN Do MORGAN,

COMMANDER POST, Skimming through a number of the GH issues we find

e atTHOR o« AT nos nosre indications that they later had smaller annual

andall W beitknown welters of Gowe Hovis conyentions, probably for officers of the clubs, likely

The Club Songs will Beaung by the entiee andionoe,
e e st e TOCUsSEd ON internal matters and not at the public or
it o e can o abtained sniy wywow: g€NEral GH club membership. In one of the club columns

A s i e wien st e @ local club reveals ambitions to be awarded the “nabo
Button at the door. Delegntes holding Credentinls

will by entitlad t0 8 saat on tho sago. con”. It's unknown what the abbreviation stands for and if
Con announcement, #61 Mar that's one of the smaller, internal GH conventions. On
1889. Many authors present. state basis they also had something they called reunions,
Admission not mentioned,  heing a big general meeting for all the clubs and Norman L Munro 1842-
probly free, members only e mbers of a state. We read about that it in #654, in 1894
which they also reports from the United APA, not a part of the Golden Hours
» Club but apparently they had contacts with UAPA as the GH clubs produced a
11y number of clubzines.
i AL AN Let's spend some quality time diving deeper into all this - you'll surely agree!
W. C. Doy, Epror. - remarkable printed product and its club system..
Saturday, August 3, 1895.  |n #646 (1900) we find a lengthy description of The Golden Hours Club. An
TERMS TO SUBSCRIBERS ; “Hourite as they were called, could be national member or/and member of a
% GO :B:;f{%’."o'i&,:‘;(‘;r_‘;ﬁ .;;;";.'.;fif local GH club. Any five members could form such a club and should then elect
Allenitances shoiid besent sither el rasident, secretary and treasurer (sec/treas could be combined). When

Money Order, We will be responsible for any re-

mittances seri in this way. reporting it to Golden Hours they would get a club number and were required

OSTAGE FREE.
mgmlgﬁmp,}% i Gounes ot it e tor. tO report about their activities every three months. Clubs not reporting would
warded free o, g kil

,‘:{l't:i;’f‘:}fe’z'l.ﬁttie,"F&‘f.!ééf:‘é’i;‘;‘??"?’;ﬁé‘;&‘%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ be dropped and their club number reused. In fact, most clubs were only active
at low rate:

il comminieations for Gownex Howns snould ve fOr @ period (the young members grew older and got other concerns,

e Jomey novks, presumingly).The highest club number we've found (in 1900) is 746 [1] but
R b Amdmyandevater St XY gotive GH clubs at the time are only listed as around 80. However, “only™ 80

clubs in the year 1900 may be due to that GH's support for the club system
THE GULDEN HOURS CLUB, was winding down and they would soon (with #667) drop their club column
it uﬁ?ﬁﬁi.ﬂiﬁﬁ&ﬁfm‘ﬁ‘&’.ﬁ'iﬁ2‘&‘%&%&?f'&t'e entirely, while urging all the local clubs to continue. In this issue they also

LUE, It now numbers its members by the thou. ) .
he Unied Stac '“*%‘f:.;iif;“.t;‘tﬂ“ﬁ;;{ ansi announced that they from #668 would be New Golden Hours, implementing

the United States
all over the country, full

 peportsof wileh are pib: SOME editorial changes - all improvements, of
secuicotieneiy. course. All this may come from that the story

jal) readers of Gorowy Howks napers at the time met difficulties, eg with postal
Coupons(published on sec-

| and page of is paper distribution, and a changing market.

| every week), and a two

aitge | Lmeean - Golden Hours was what at the time was called a

ship and Chib Badge will

be forwarded on receint “gtory paper”, a special pre-pulp format for young

of twenty eoupons. Young ladies are also invited
to become members, and organize branches amon

themselves or in conneetion with their g{ent.lomnﬁ readers of the late 19th Centu ry. These were

Mqunhngm,el\ Each branch l:} glvenad s:llwguls X i

ing number.as zoon as we receive notice of its or-

Sntion and - ndme i rariner reports o Printed on cheap newspaper stock, slightly smaller
meetings, care should be taken to mention that

number so.s o avoid contusion. All repores ot o than a tabloid newspaper (width 24-32 cm, height

ganization, meetings, etc., will be published free of )
e 32-38 cm) with 8-32 pages.16 pages was the
TALKS most common, which Golden Hours had until the
With Members of the Golden Hours Club About |ast feW years When |t Went monthly and to 24
Things Entertaining and Instructive.
pages. (Note that there were also earlier Golden
OU may remember that I alluded, some ) .
? f,‘f“‘ﬁ1S“1?13:.%."E§°oi°?§t'é}‘;°si§‘fvi§r‘t$?;: Hours, a US family magazine 1869-ca1880, a UK
carolina 1 fsit, with thé celebrated Maranal SUNAay magazine 1866-1871, and maybe others.)

Ney, of France. the bravest and most dashing of

the great Napojeon's generals. _ . Story Paper historian Richard Ohmann says | A
How the club was presented, i i ’
with the club badge, and ed's
column. Note how they ask i
especially airls to join. Welcome to the Land of Mystery!



https://digital.library.villanova.edu/Item/vudl:1000662#?xywh=229%2C296%2C1322%2C1421
https://digital.library.villanova.edu/Item/vudl:1000662#?xywh=229%2C296%2C1322%2C1421

“Story papers formed a vast ecosystem of youth literature, with clubs, contests, and serialized

adventures binding readers into national communities.

”m

Golden Hours was published by Norman L Munro who led a publishing group with several story
papers, but he died relatively young at age 52 from a failed appendix operation. Munro was a pioneer
in establishing readers youth clubs and was rather innovative with using coupons, offering premiums
(cameras, bikes etc) and having conventions. Before the club system, Golden Hours briefly
experimented with a quasi-military youth group called the Cadets which had uniforms, drills and
badges. If you think that was an odd idea, remember that the civil war fairly recent and military things
were still on people's minds. Today I'm sure no American of sound mind would think of military

matters...

Editor for the first ten years was one W C Dunn who became deeply entangled in

correspondence around the Golden Hours Club, but there's very little info to be found about Mr Dunn.
These “story papers” printed adventure stories for young boys. Girls were welcome to GH, though
always a minority. They were not only welcomed but actively encouraged to participate. Editorial
remarks often praised letters from the “ladies” - as girl members usually were called - noting that they
were more thoughtful and better written than those from the boys. Many girls served as club officers,
and their presence undoubtedly c_:gntﬂbuted to the social vitality of the Golden Hours club network.

And to be frank: teenage
boys love to be around girls.
Scientific and fantastic
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Ellis who guested the
Golden Hours
Convention,and was well-
known for westerns but also
responsible for some proto-
sf, like The Steam Man of
the Prairies (see last issue).
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Boys of America, had a “ﬂ;’"“""*“"‘“ o

readers club just as Golden “iwm
Hours, with “a strong club o
culture”.

Young Men of America, a it (but with difficulty).

Munro title, very patriotic, also had a readers club.

FJIIJ-'-'-'DI\'.:I-I.

Il- :I“'I'I 1":

SRRt
bt Kl

n.#-.'i$-r"u ‘n-u"'“ e

"""L?.H',‘_"‘
-Ir.luljm&tlrwl.rqs,.m:.
Huru-.u.-: "lm-h

A efi £ " PRI GRd Probbani ™ ekl la
s, 20 Wolh Appaar ne1L WERE.

CHAT WITIE, FUTZLEINE.
===

[erax Feeess —Tom mout bare pailace,
A= ) WELLEE, = VieuF Ll b s iR fLedDen)
e,

Feons Thanwun=Youe chifide I dniinnl ik
vifhets v s

Tetee BH.—Feeks el ol
ﬁm’m !h.ll.l.j-edlr £ Jedlrs ara ﬂMIHl:

Wi, I, e
l.rrnl.l:hiﬂ.ll E.I!. .I.lb-
L —

Exchange Mart,

| Fresco 08 readhers ol ?:Lnu’ Liﬁ.lblm "L‘:
Bt prubisl sac woith
“hr- 'E;F TR AIVAITEL, LIF-TOra, fdi
Briatilde ¢ -nr_mvlll'-ul-rm
gor BaT [enhiacilof |t b ] e
=m [ s,
fTeriag (ks arilche. Al

1N Caa (R34 10 Wikt

T bl
sebi HEe ah pdveribesment in dienies, i

|i‘=ll ﬁF:uII:Hmmi“"aw wards In

Ilmm- -t |uh]1‘h:_n:-i' L asrrLY

ange for sur lll

*Eﬁ."ﬁp“ﬁ“&" ity o elchings, ater
F‘Fh:'“ |!.r. mmhl.-:lu. daniddlai
I

|;l 1 ndmn' i,
;m.-, Japeda :?i- R-: vl ::l.-:-r ik r.u-d..l.

v, CAJEF e Ligheler, or

fTef,
FLIL Prllidalphin I'n
YVadi XHI Ep;‘ul. ﬂm"ﬂu"" r\litllt-lhh

1 g Pt A Y TN T TR
rrﬁq [, x4, IS RIER, T8 sfdy

ia B @ o bem | T 0, o 1
ﬁﬁmmm Hm:.“‘.';.m

readatio reaster, RO (ol

'-wlilﬂ. i
& WOFL e &
prin

I'r-'“|
L?I:-nn ln:1

N LTHTER, - AR
Hlnl il gl
*'w UL,

Wk B,
li-l.l.ﬂll-h. Tisf” erildniing

rLﬂI'lI‘IuI Fﬂm

15 I' ST
tL%““-,q-nﬁ"

ANSTWEHILE To ColfieEsEON FEN TS,

==

Ml.!rlp\:! .:Irlm’urT-'.l.!lr i
Wt e el prosipdanid i A,
o = P Lhasdon Thorit
E bt L!l'-u-mru‘.l‘ln.

llqvlrlrumrl wmurked
& demxuyrowy s pr—-Teenatlosa. for ofl gikd-
h.:'nmllmlulnmlllnmh
m.ﬂ.':..l:—!.u % You can order &
b'.qkl.ll.lll.in-rﬂpl.hl sl your powrleaier.
Famir Hobanin ~Tha bueln mamib=rd wamanssd
.ﬂr!gli'ﬂl. s §3. L Hew msswer jo B U ques
1L . ALEpss— Erchancs potles sunnsl
Iiiml HRHT fiaf worka. Teods Eha dibe o
LAk -ﬂ-ﬂ'uh'ﬁtil:l thml e
o e,

ruu.l.mnra-n

aueilon L

i BT
l".lb.l ‘&!vm mr"::lm "!I.I-I‘F:
m::.‘llmll-:rm I'hr —fn‘_r;l-l«'nr-um-:ll-u
St s

1:i-crl-=¢Jl 8 L ef il | |n-l||-u~'-:mn-|l-uu
=
ZEPIE BN I, KDl
Tusday,

Eive you pirmagih,
¥ 15 1%L Teil om.
Seiwwoon, ~To haalh the ploples lesm yoar fase,
"“?n';f-'.ﬁ.‘r"..p.. |||.|.|.mft".a'l m-pT”Eh
£
ml!" ﬁ: pEnmanship b
rr-r;p-aw
& W, PN 4o mod Im-lln--nmlflnblrr
wakearis -w:t‘lnl; -.-hnml- Buiimid, 3 Thee faic
reinicd & WL 0.

FHaies is - cuiyidd tan el lo-
il 1| Clal Dl

el indorma el m R
ﬁl’ Sefubiii |

il Rkl Il-ﬂ!

oL il

PATDAEY oF W

aad
:fr-r- T Hlmﬁruwu

.

&

5

i
Mg, B b G i
Lk il NOAGE T AE<] ESPl
hr'nhrri.nr:‘u1hb||'rﬂll

i

5&%&'

erpdeally, Thed
hl.h-\:.mrllh

5
1%e fa mno.. :mmu!. Ay e

oo, Wi W tair Barel.
e v

[P B
Py ‘|'H-'H-H:-r inils FRbher
of P Deedin |

pheos,
':':uﬁ“-i'» Leiiiuds ot ey, T i

G
m‘:n&: [2 E I'-mmn (1]
dra T Ra Bo s

A cut out from the GH club and readers' dpt. Zooming in you should be able read

Good News, another Munro title, cheap and broad distribution, also had a readers club.
The People's Home Journal, family oriented, had a correspondence club. Munro's biggest success

reaching a distribution on 325 000 copies.



Frank Leslie’s Boys and Girls Weekly, illustrated, had a correspondence club.

Harper’s Young People, more literary and high brow, had a correspondence club.

The Young Athlete, sports, had a readers club.

Tip Top Weekly, adventures and sport.

Secret Service, detective stories.

Brave and Bold, “hero stories”.

Golden Hours was among these and one gets the
impression that of the story papers Golden Hours was one of
the more respected and successful (at peak a circulation e e i

probably around 200 000). There were many more story HWAL m}EAH ml‘([ﬂs 1 by B S e Sk T

{]m \E‘ﬁ' TLAR‘“% "‘i’lllllhvr' P e L

papers, most of them weekly. s

Correspondence clubs were about publishing addresses,
having pen pals and doing things that could be handled by
mail. The regular reader clubs to this added meetings and
physical activities and were not for just correspondence,

The all-important Linotype typesetting machine came in the
mid-1880s and caused a surge in publishing. Golden Hours
was founded in 1888 and ads for their club began almost at
once. To join you mailed them one of their coupons and a ¢2 &4 F ;
stamp, equal to the normal postage of the time, and in return AN 5 —
you had a choice between a printed membership card or a
membership badge of “German silver” (a nickel alloy ). A
membership button with gold text on blue satin was later
introduced. g7 ;

You could be a general member without belonging to local o e T bt s Pt ot 1 e i ey
club, but if five members started a club, they were charter Visit to Cpt Nemo's world. Scary sea monster!
members and would get a standard club charter provided by
the central administration, ie the GH editorial office, upon which they were registered and got an
official club number. The charter covered things like the role of club officers, meeting procedures,
dues, reports to send in and disciplinary rules. At its peak in the mid 1890s Golden Hours claimed to
have the biggest readers club with 10 000 members. Their club system was especially strong in New
York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Ohio and lllinois. By 1890 there were already 50 clubs, with the
age span of 10-16 years.

I let my Al do much of this research (it'd be impossible
otherwise) and we learn that around 1895 a slight downturn for
club material can be noted and club material drops even more
after 1897, but it then picks up for a while to fully disappear in
late 1900. By this time, while the formal club structure remained,
many had turned into correspondence clubs. Local clubs were
told to continue despite Golden Hours halting its club activities.
They may still continue with their own activities, independently.
Clubs are said to to have existed in every US state, at one time
or another.

Golden Hours goes monthly in 1900 until 1904 when it folds
Some of their clubs may have continued - it's theoretically
possible that there still are GH clubs out there...

The clubs were relatively independent. They collected their
own membership fees and elected their own presidents and
other officers. The coordinating, central Golden Hours Club had
its own president and a number of vice presidents. These were
elected late in the autumn after prior nominations. 50
nominations made a candidate eligible. (This was later changed = ™=
to 100 to be nominated as president, and 25 to be nominated as =~
vice president. By 1900 it was 25 nominations was for president
and 15 for vice-president, probably an indication of activity y
slowing down. How the voting was conducted is unclear, but it

THE FLYING BOYS:

THREE THOUSAXD MILES ON WINGS.
4 v




was probably by mail - the nominations were, at any rate, sent
in by mail - or it may be that it also took place at smaller
“internal” working conventions. Candidates were presented in
GH together with a small bio, but not all at once (Probably as
soon as a candidate had enough nominations to be eligible).

GOLDEN HOURS i

Ganee, o, Exctang rt andoud Noraig unpon -
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One af (hese eompns authiles you 1o 8 OsLbEx HSURS CLUR bttt o e, o to &

7 Bave & Edllce feaerted In Bichasge Mars Twepty of these osuponn scd Ben fedli [0 2
% pay postage enilile you to s Yabe Camers, Moo 1, and oilll, dacl obe (boosnd oas-
B efhi hive Deein dlalifbubel. $oe parteRler dleedtas on 1Ay page. ,

InEett one of b rourane |n any letier you weite us o8 ey enblect ssd if your o
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The magazine's club pages,usually somewhere in the middle
(16 pages would naturally unfold there!) included: words from
the president, club news (from the quarterly reports clubs
sent), short answers to readers’ questions on any topic, a
swap-ad section (members offered items and requested items
wanted in exchange - straightout selling was not allowed),
reviews of amateur magazines (organs of the various clubs).

Ll 1 There was even an Amateur Press
Thﬂ NH\\' Gllﬂﬂll Hnurs' Association run under Golden Hours’
“Beﬁgimhﬂ%gh E:"ifgﬁh i;mdwzo; auspices. At times there were special |
» the & £ sections such as an amateur chemistry | &0 ==
snlargedto 20 pages, thus making it the )\ 5 photography column, a ' - -

Largest and most Up-to-Date boys' g "
paper in the World, column on “how to become strong”,

It will contain 8 or ¢ serials, 5 or 6 mechanical experiments, etc.

pictures, several short stories, and new .
and interesting departments, all of which VallOUS coupons were constantly

will be announced in this column Next published, which the editors required
w;f“- i readers to send in when corresponding |
makﬁ'lg. change we propose to ,,,; 3

i N e e with them. Some coupons were for
matter than any other juvenile weekly €Ntering contests to win different
ever issued, . . prizes. Every correspondence with

Or serials will be thoroughly upto- Golden Hours required an enclosed
date; one or more stories each weck,

coupon, and other mail was ignored.

EFECIAL CAUTION.=Coupons used for a2y oee of ibe above parpese will nod I
i cousk far any stbet purpom, exvepl thal Al coupons exoept those wad for st W &

treating of the life and advent- . i
ures of a live hero, one of he coupons were small squares in the|
"ﬂ;‘ﬁm you read about daily in ublication that you cut out, with texts |

& D o like “Cut this coupon and send with

“Golden Hours” New Authors. |22 0

Byour letter.” It was of course to promote |
selling the publication (the price was
¢5), but the editors also noted that it
cut down “fake mail” (unserious letters)
and made mass-mail campaigns more
Pdifficult. Coupons also created loyalty.
You could call it an early anti-spam

| system!

., " Sometimes GH had special offers, likef
%10 coupons and a modest number of
stamps could get you a camera (a )
Kodak-type box camera). Bicycles and |
even low calibre rifles were also
offered. Golden Hours ran writing

e

New authors will be men s ""’:E__"
- SRR SRS

who have for years made a
specialty of certain kinds of
juvenile stories, Many of the
old authors will also be re-
tained

PREMIUMS.
Look out for our premium
offers! We propose to give
away more and better articles
adapted for the uses of boys
than any other Boys’ Paper
in the World. A glance at our great
offer in No. 669 will prove this fact.
READ NEXT WEEK
in this column the announcement of new

e s 582 e
[. L g S 3 5k s

This is some sort of fantasy or horror.

m‘ﬁm They willsurprise . tests, puzzles, awarded “best club
ILLUSTRATIONS. reports” and "best club magazine” and .‘-.

even had “best invention” contests. |
The clubs organised their own

‘We have engaged at great expense sev-
eral of the very best artists, who will add

”‘h“::""*" FEGsancs o ,, activities, including their own club
The "NEW GOLDEN Hﬂ“ﬂs. magazines, sports activities, contests,
and cause it to take the lead. excursions, parties, correspondence

Tell your friends about

The “NEW GOLDEN HOURS,”

Out Saturday, Nov. 17th.

ORDER IT NOW!
Here they announce "New"
Golden Hours, increased page
count. Soon the club will be
dumped and GH goes monthly.

circles. They were urged to send in
their club amateur magazines, which
were then reviewed in GH.

There were even an organised
Amateur Press Association (APA) for

BARRED QUT;

Hengizeppea From the Word Qo
e |

b g e

=R e
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the GH amateur magazines. APAs were not invented by sf fandom, but were born in the 1800s in the
form of the National Amateur Press Association (NAPA,founded in 1876) and the United Amateur
Press Association (UAPA,1895), both later having HP Lovecraft as a member. These mundane APAs
and the Golden Hours' one provided address lists of members and a central publication where
member publications were reviewed. They did not co-distribute member's works. AFAIK co-
distribution was a fannish innovating when we sf fen took on the APA idea. The reason is that fans
were so desperately poor that saving postage seemed like a smashing idea. Fans used all their
nickels and dimes buying the pulps and the twiltone stencil paper and the stamps for their frantic
fanac. (Being poor may also be the reason why swapping issues between faneds became common
as well as “the usual”: You got next issue under trade, a Letter of Comment, an article/story or an

undefined voluntary contribution.)

Each 16-page issue of Golden Hours had an illustrated front page and 3-4 inside illustrations of
rather good quality, produced by photo-engraving and electrotyping (projecting the drawing on a zinc

plate where it was chemically fixed).
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RECNIONS AND CONVENTIONS,
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wondn Owidgg o lack of sufficient time for propirn.
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aoauddanly, to Lhe surprise of all,
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— could be called “semi-

¢ serials, printed in four

The technology to print photographs using a dithering mask
existed at the time, but wasn't used in Golden Hours.

Among the illustrators, who worked for all Munro titles, we had
eg John H Redding, W H
Thwaites, George Small,
Charles W Reed (the last
one made civil-war drawings
and fought himself at the
battle of Gettysburg!). Most
were working in a style that
was very detailed but the
people in the drawings were
what - in lack of a better term

naive”. Golden Hours had few
ads. Just a few using up a
small part of the last page,
but towards the last years ad
space increased and some
issues had the entire last age
filled with ads.

Each issue had a couple of
short stories and perhaps 4-5

An armored turtle-like vessel floating in a
huge cave.

columns. Issues would
typically be around 55 000 words (over 300 000 characters).
Some of the most popular serials would later be re-issued as
complete booklets or paperbacks in what was called the Golden
Hours Library. Most fiction was of course adventure stories:
exotic lands (Africa, Pacific islands, the poles etc), detectives and
crimes, cowboys and indians, pioneers, disasters,exploration,
wars (esp the American Civil War), sea adventures. But usually
there was at least something of our genres in
most issues. It could be fantastic inventions, -
flying machines (this was before the Wright }j
Bros), submarines or underwater adventures, - 0
scientific mysteries, boy inventors, ghost "
stories. There were titles like The Young
Inventor, The Electric Detective, The Sky Sailor,
The Flying Boys (where youngsters flap wings

Viee President N. ¥, G IL NoA.  Of @ clumsy Otto Lilienthal type contraption).
From #654. Clubs could win silk banners
for recruiting new members and similar
feats. Here we also hear of conventions
and reunions.

H Irving Hancock,
1868-1922, GH wrriter.



Among the writers Edward S Ellis is already mentioned. Some of
the other authors and what they sometimes produced, beside

regular adventures:

St. George Rathborne, extremely prolific Munro author, weird tales

and occasional scientific romances.

H Irving Hancock,very prolific, with over 50 serials for GH: war,
crime, oriental adventures, near future (later he'd write The

4 Golden Hours
CLUB AND PREMIUM COUFPON.
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They relied much on coupons like this.

Conquest of the United States, part of his Future War series,and he

THE GOLDEN HOURS CLUB

MNATIONAL OFFICERS.
PREAIDENT,
CASIMIR 1. GEIREL, Cheltonham, I'a.
VicE PREsIDENTA,
5 B Hh“'ﬂlﬂﬂlq. 1218 Cowden s, Harria-

TR
CHARLES HENRY HESEE (acting).
1513 E. Chaag at., Baltlmerg, Md,
. GEIBLE!’H 325 E. S9th sl, New Yok
iy, M.

A H HEFFPH Menga, Ind,

CHARLES KING, JR., Whitehouss, 0,

EUGEME  HELLEY, 25 Broadwiy,
Lawrcocek, Mais,

H. K. YOUNG, I Crown st., Aleriden,

Cone,

R, VOORUEES, Keyporl, N. J.

BE W, MoLATOHLIN, 33 Mostcello st.,
Frovldenee, R L

H. "ﬂ.E..lI:K.l\G. 0 Florrlsant ave., 3t

Louls, Ao
W, SEVIER. 1% Tatoall of., Wiming-
tom, Del

PENMANENT SNCEETART,
The Edlicr of GoLbEs HoOns

The GoLoEY Houms CoLun m the largost
izagtioz of lie kiod in the Ugited Heates,

It mnmls of Teadern of the OoLnnxy Hooma,
and I nump-h-'d of Tha Natbansl Golden
Hemrs Chub, asd 156 varous Drasch Golden
Hour Clabs. The Natlonsl Ozdden Hoors
Cheb conslsts of all mem-

ada, - wheiksr orgaoised
us Branch Clubs or not.
The vyarlous Branch
Cloba congisd of auy five
OF mone membera of Che
anluﬂnl Club argasiz-
thomuslres o nEy

loeakity and lecting Ihelr own afleeTi
The obiect of the Hational Onganization of
tho God.oxs Howne CLen is to bind all read-
era of the GoLoms Houme, make and female,
kn & compEsen orgasization for Uhetartheress

tor agy oge Lo 1I:I||u-rl Einflegand

Brapch (lmbs may orguoiee fer  dierary,
secial, sthletic or any other pu o they
plemss, nob incosabatest will ibe goneral pus-
poses azd scofe ol the Natkonal Organtcation.

EXTRACT FROM THE

RULES AND REGULATIONS,
MEMBERBHIP,

Every reader of CoLDEXR Hopm2 who
pendlE & coupon il fngm the back eover of
Gornk% Houns and o S=cent sthmp. ba-
comes thereby a mamber of the Natlopal
Organlzaiion. A Blus sallo finlsh club hat-
1om, with the words “Godden Hours Cluh
Member™ fn zold, will be seot him as o
token of memborship. He may Becomg =
mamber of & Hranch Club, or nel, as he
pleases. Thero k& 6o knktlatlen fee, por nro
there any dues in ihe Natbonnl Orgesles-
thon

BRANCH CLUBS.

Any five or mere oeEbere may oolie to
form & Emech Clob; members so oniting
shall be koown a8 charier membere.  The
charter members must hold o mesting,
siléct & pame ool choose oMioers, which
may be presidest, scerelary asd tréasurer,
though ths seorctary may alss met as
iredumrer.  They musi send to the Editor
of GoLonx® HoURS- (e name sdecied, the
names nnd addresses of charter memshors,
and 1he pames  of B¢ officers chomen,
wherespon the Pranch Club will receive
n mEmber, which must beoused o all
nedices and oosnmunkations.  No persoa
cAl ozl OE o rber member usless ho
Is a repular reader of GOLDEN Hovis,
apd already duly enrciléd as &= membor of
the Natioasl Orgneization, or bas himeelf
pnrolled at the Use the Drapeh Club s
arganieed. The mombers wha organize a
EBranch Club, whether |4 8 o be o koeal
of n eorrespondiog club, must realds in
thve bocallly in which the club {8 organized,
though they may add o thelr memberahip
perpong Who Are pop-resldente  Corve-
gpomiing  clubs may  elect momerealdent
membern. 81 fheir officers.  Loeal elubs
eyust hold a meeting st least onoe 8 month,
Correapopding clubs mey hold mectings or
mok, ar (hey Bie M1

PRIZE BANXERE.

1. OwE S Baxsim to the Siate show-
Ing the Inrgesd actis] inerdams In pewly
organlzed olabs.

= ONE S Da¥sER o the State show-
Ing the Targesi percontage of ipcresse o
newly erpanlred clubs

T OxE SiLk BAXNER to the Branch Club
showing ibe largest sefosl Iscreasc Im
membership.

4, O RILE Baxxicn fo ihe Branch Club
abowipg the largeat pereentago of inerease
In meenberahip.

For the slx meonihs beglnglag JAXcany

From the club section.

1, 1902, apd ondisg JUxe 30, 1800, The
banners are awarded for the period of alx
months, and will b sompated for every alx
matitha, unless some State or Brameh Cloh
shall be suceessful o three commecutive
cogpetitions. when fhe banoer shall per=
Ellli:-ﬁ:ﬂ-“]' belong 0o wuch Stato or Brasch

EDITOR'S OHAT,

Branch No. 133, ihe ecgaslzatles of
which I# annognced this week, will be af
apeciall Inlerest, LBasmuch as It 1§ ne or-
ganizatlon of tho saff of 1k GoOLDEN
Hovra adgthess  Its name—Golden Houss
Atithors® Canpiplng Out Club—deslgnnics fHa
purpose, whizh is (o Bave an outlmg this
semmer & the Adirendncks. They bave
done me the bonor of electlng me thelr
Bonorary prealdest, but 1 am very sk
afrald tBat my datbe will keep me ilsd
to my desk while 1hey nro baviog a high
o thme [n the mountains and forest, How-
wier, a3 Mr, Jobn De Morgan is thebr his-
toriam; I dare sy he will seod us some rare
ascousnts of (helr tripe.

4

. Hecrelaries of branch olaba shoulld cepy
the fellewing ferm (o uses In maklsg thelr
Teparis for the month of Apeil, 1603, to
ihe Viee Presldents of thelr  peapective
Seatea, or 1o the President. direct, If thelr
State hns B0 Viee President

Mo and name of dlab,. Paaran

Chaogn of ooeTE . 1. -« venaaniewa sy s

Number of mrmboh in M—‘ atpsding of
Mareh 1, 1500,

Mumber of n.r-:lr m:m rn-. mlmrl 1wm
must nlso b duly eoralled mensbers of
the matisnal organization}. .

Number of mombern drogped !'mu.l. Lhu ml]
skoca April- D, RO0E,, .

Anotual u:l:miu'rlhlp 'uprll -v.r J ':I]

Generml romarks ...

Becretary's nn:m..- B

AdATEEE e

This N"MF! l'llulrll.l hv I'wvtlrdnl not Fles
ghan Moy 5. As [ shall boreafter attend to
the matier of membership, as far as the
competition fer the club banmers s con-

cermed, seereinries mesd Dot give the
samen and addomess of  Dowly alegled
members in making the akbsve report.

v

Mike Denovan®s (lasirated boxing les-
sons begln im this mumbser. T hops every
brapeh clih will fake an active Imteret
in these lessomr, and will present ooe or
mare eompedibors for the prizes that will be
awanded In the pubile oxhibitlon,

gt

Mizs Celin A. Ihdan hns seslgned fros
the offtee of Vier Proaident for the Sale of
Calkferals, and alsa from ihe Golden Hdtrs
Clhuk. I regret that Mlss Dolan  skould
have sesn 0 (e sever pelations which, as
far as T am cencerned, were always af tho
el plensant magmrs.

OFFICIAL

To the Members af fhe Geldem Hours
Chubs In Maryland: Tt glves me pleasure o
sny {hAt tho chanees &re (hat we will have
& augoesifisl Buate Reunfon af Balisors,
Md., July I and 4, pexi. Al membérs ef
the elobh in this Beate spe cordially re-
gpibeated o call Amd pee mo any evenlng be-
tween the bours of & and § ocleck . M.,
and [ witl give all Informsilon they may
wand io kpbw, Thao follkawlng are tha Blals
Rennlon committes:  Chaigman, Charles
Henry Hemsg: secretary, W, Hinry Blare;
treasarer, Willlas . 1. Flease: oocombess,
Harry  H. Lueas, 5. Carrlck,  Wilim
Woals, Fredirkek Jeager, Geo, F, Ballz,
Walter Stnrr, Horry 8 Brook, John Max-
well, Johin Rushion, Joeseph J. Herr, and
Charbes Binrr.  Mombers wishing {6 sorre
om the eommilites sbould send thelr names
ta ik, stniing o, ned T will be glad to ap-
point them on it We peed tho aid of all
members of ke club, snd nll should work
toguthes anid make the Resmjon one for
Marpland 1o be prowd of. The Boadquarters
bk ot 1512 E. Chase sl., Baltimore, Md,

T wani fo eee Maryland ihe leader In
clubdom, and cordlally réquesl e Bearty,
enselflah co-opsration of ol HOURITES In
the Stata in the furtherance of this objeat,
ad 1 would Indeed be ploned 1o hear frosa
all readere who am pet members of the
elub. 1 will furnish =l Informalion on
clah matters, If the amatewr papens, moat
of which owe thelr exlafonce bo the M. O
H. %, would support snd defend the t"lul_l_
ns *The Circle,” “Tom Hackeit's Journal,
“The Grand Magpuzime,™ and “American
Magazlne”™ are doipg, thers i =0 doubl
that good work would bo acoomplished, ALl
wrlting to mo abould Rindly encloss stamp,
Lt Maryland be the banner $ale im chub-
dom.  Charles Heory Hesso, Actlog Vies
Presidest for H:r:r]h'nll

MEWLY HI'I:L" ANIZED CLUBS.

Branch Moo 122 —Golden Houre Authors®
Cappfng Ot Club, New York Cliy, N, Y.
The athors af e ‘waff of GoLoes Hoims
me4 nt the office of the paper amd orpanized
a camplng out elub, with the fellowing of-
flcers;  Hesorary oresidest, J. R Abare

was also introducer of Ju-Jitsu into the States).

Cpt Ralph Bonehill (pseud for Edward Stratemeyer who
created Tom Swift who weren't in .

GH) inventions and other proto-sf
elements.

Weldon J Cobb Adventure,
occasional weird/scientific stories.
Col Ralph Fenton (pseud),“boy
hero” stories with technological

twists.

Annie Ashmoore, one of the few
women writers, occasionally
supernatural or weird.

Howard Payson, invention fiction.

George Waldo Browne,
extraordinary journeys and
. scientific adventures,.

Cpt Jack Wright (pseud), invention
fiction and mechanical marvel '
stories.

Col Prentiss Ingraham, famous
dime-novel writer; weird tales, and
exotic “lost world” fiction.

The demise of Golden Hours in
1904 may have begun when the
energetic founder Norman L Munro
in 1894 died on the operating table
at the relatively young age of 52.
Those who inherited the business
could hold the fort for a while, but
Munro’s successors lacked his
promotional energy and did not
maintain the intense club-centered
engagement that had made Golden
Hours distinctive. Their club
required a lot of work but now got
less attention.

We find more GH scans here, issues available as
HTML-pages (not PDFs): https://dimenovels.lib.niu.edu/

And there we find Golden Hours Family Magazine, “An
lllustrated Monthly” from 1909. It's also from Munro press
and looks like a pulp. Though contents seem quite
different from the story paper, either GH was transformed
into this “family magazine” or the title “Golden Hours”
was reused for a completely new magazine. What it was
may not matter” - old GH was dead anyway.

SG Rathbone of GH d/d he
follow in the footsteps of
John Carter and ERB?


https://dimenovels.lib.niu.edu/
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NATIONAL OFFICERS.
PRESIDEST.
Castanm I Gergen, Cheltenham, Pa.
Vice PoesipesTs,

E. H. Weroer, 1216 Cowden at., Harrlsburg, Pa.

CuHantes Hesgy Hesse 1813 E. Chase st., Balti-
more, Md.

H. GelsLm, 413 B, 8Tth s, New York Clty, N. Y.

AL M, Keeese, Mongo, Ind.

Ciranues Kixg, Je. Whitchouse, U .

C. W. Parkex, 77 Kensington Heights, Merldon,
Conmn,

R. Vooruees, Kexport, N, T,

M. W. MoLavanpis, 33 Montlesllo at., Provl-
dence, R. 1.

W, Seviem, 1008 Tatnall st., Wilmington, Del.

Geo, W, IVVrs (Acting), Somerville, Mpss,

PEERMANENT SECRETARY,
The Editor of GoLoex Hours.

The Gornexy Hovps Crue is the largest organiza-
tion of its kind in the United States; It consists of
readera of the Goroex Hoves, and I8 composed of
The Mational Golden Hours Club, and the various
Branch Golden Hour Clubs.. To
Join the National organization
all you bave to do iz to send to
the editor your name and  ad-
dross, with o conpon eut from
tha third cover page and a 2-cent
stamp, and the club emblem will
be sent you as a token of Your
memberghip. For full rules and
regulations of the Cluob and list of active clubs, see
Gorpes Hounrs Moo 646,

EDITOR'S CHAT.

Mo more club matier will be published after this
week. This decislon has not been reschod without
dun deliberation and thorough consideration for
the bright boys who have g0 long contributed to the
columns of clubdom, and we now take this sceasion
to thank the members, one and all, for thelr inter-
est. In abolishing the club featura we would -
vize the boys most interested to correspond with
opne another, and thus continue their plepsant re-
Intions. In the first column of the elghth poge
we wigh you to rend the nnnouncement of the New
Goroex Houms, and the proposcd new featuncs
hoping you and yoar friends will still continuse to
read

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR 13040,
OFFICIAL NOMINATIONS,
For President.

Charles Henry Hesse, of Maryland.

Ravmond E. Yoorhees, of Noew Jersey.

Henry R. Gelsler, of New York.

Charles 1. Johngon, of New York,

Charles W. Parker, of Connecticut.

For Vice Presidont.

Charles E. Carlin, of Brooklyn: for New York.

Louis J. Schwartz, of New York Clty, for New
York

Charles M.

Laouis J. W

Th I

Jalleff. of Baltimore, for Maryland.
lenham, of Baltlmore, for Maryland,
ney, of Hartford, for Connecticut.
it Ewing, of Red Bank, for New Jersay.
Willlam T. Ballaw, of Decatur, for Alalana.

R. I). Van Alstin, of Corning, for New York.

Robert L. Much, of Washington, for the District
af Coalombda.

Harl J. McKinnon, of Somerville, for Massa.
chugetis,

Samuel Bernstein, of Baltimore, for Maryland.

Geo. W, Cotting. Athol Centre, Mass., having sent
in a petition, duiy signed by Afteen members resk-
dent in his Stave, 1a hereoby declared officinlly nok-
inabed as 4 candidate for Vice-President of the
Golden Hours Cloh Mational Association for the
Siate of Masaachusotts.

DATE AND PLAN OF ELECTION.

The date of the Natlonal Election ig horeby fixed
for Baturnday, December 1, 1800, Thiz will give us
nearly two good months of o hustling campalgn.
There are enough rival candidates running to bring
out & vote from every moember of the Club.

The plan of election s as follows: On election
day. that 18 on Decembor 18t next, ot sooper or
later, mail to this office o postal card containing
your cholee for Presldent and Viea Prealdent, it
vour State has n candidate for the latter office.
This postal card to count ns & vote must be signed
In your own handwriting, together with the words
“Regular Reader of Goroew Howns, and Member of
the Matlonal Associntion.'

No candidate for President will be dectared
elected who has not recefved at lenst 26 votes, nor
any candidate for VieePreaident will be decinred
elected who has not received at lonst 15 votes,

More from the club section

The cause was also a shift in the
media market. Pulp magazines took
over, with coloured covers, 128
pages, more room for stories - a
novella could be complete in one
issue.

Mailing regulations also intervened.
It was the German “Iron Chancellor”
Bismarck who promoted cheaper
rates for printed matter, for nation
building and spreading culture.

In the early 1900s, the US Post
Office Department launched a
aggressive campaign to curb a
massive postal deficit by targeting
what it considered widespread
"abuses" of the heavily subsidized
second-class mail rate. Originally |
intended for legitimate newspapers -
and magazines to keep citizens Munro "family magazine”,1909. Was old
informed’ second-class mail allowed GH transformed or the title reused?
publishers to ship items for a remarkably cheap price of 1 cent per two
ounces...Rather than passing new laws through Congress, the Post
Office dramatically tightened its internal rules, definitions, and
enforcement methods. The regulations made it significantly harder to
send materials at cheap second-class rates.

The changes favoured the new pulp magazines over the story papers.
These changes made it more difficult for cheap weekly story papers to
qualify for cheap rates, as opposed to the newer pulp magazines -

larger, more standardized, and more professionally looking. Cheaper
postage applied to material that | FR EE r;ggzrgg-;gggﬁmmqwggﬁﬁgmﬂfﬂﬁ
was informational or , sl
educational. Publications with

too much ads like sales
catalogues didn't qualify

Other things interfered too. _ : ,
Young folks got more things to  Golden Hours will provide you with a gun!...
fill free time with. Sports began to grow: baseball, cycling, roller skating,
etc. New amusement parks and dance halls opened and new music
became popular,like ragtime and early jazz. Until cinemas established
themselves you had the Nickelodeons. The new “Yellow Press” had
more entertainment: comics, serials, new “reader-friendly” journalism.
Several factors hit the story papers hard by the early 20th century.

Story papers died, all of them. Only the flagship The Youth’s
Companion managed to hold out, but in 1929 in time for the stock
market crash it also fell.

That Golden Hour regularly feed its readers fantastic stories about
flying machines,wonderful inventions, weird encounters and so on,

o et e 4 e AR BT B e o i, = e

makes it relevant to call their convention a precursor to an sf con, as they gathered for what they
actually called a convention, Golden Hours National Convention. And the movement behind
resembled sf fandom in many ways. They had clubs, meetings, conventions, amateur magazines,
correspondence. Some in their vast club network must have had the same mindset as the early
recognisable sf fans! Their amateur magazines could be called proto-fanzines perhaps. Alas, they are
only to be found as short reviews in GH columns, with only brief mentions of contents (stories, poetry,
articles, club activities). As far as | know, and | should know - spending half a century leafing through
stencils smelling skiffy history! - Golden Hours, its clubs and clubzines, hasn't been researched, not
by media historians, not by sf historians. This may be the first attempt at some length.

And we may have found a fandom, but not as we know it.



# The Golden Hours Club.s

RULES AND REGULATIONS,

Every mader of GOLDEX HoURa who
=ends & coupen cut from the back cover of
GoLDEN Hotrg and n 2-cent stomp be-
comed thereby A member of the Nuational
Organization. A blue satln finisk club hut-
tom, with the words “Golden Hours Club
Member” In gold, will e sent him ns a
token of memborship.  He may become a
mremlser of 4 Braneh Cliub, or not, s he
plenges. . There is wo inltintion fee, nor are
:'Ili‘l\l" any dues in the Natleual Organiza-
tion.

BRANCH CLUEBS,

I Ay five or more members may unites
to form » Branch Chab; members so anithng
ahall be known ae charler members.  The
chartor membsers must hold o mecting,
siloet 4 mame and choose officers, which
may be president, seeretary amd trensurer,
n"-'"lsh the secretafry may @lse ket o
treasurer. They must send o the Editor
of QoLpex Houns the name selected, the
mames and addrésses of charter members,
and the games of the offlcors chosen,
wherenpon - the Branch Club will recelve
n - bumber, which must be used In all
notices and comemunications. Mo porson
ol acl as o chorter member unless he
ie & megular reader of GoLneEx Houvks

and already duly eorolled as a member of |

the Natlopnl Organizailon, or hns himself
enrolled @t the time the Brapch
argnnleed. The members who arganize n

Club fe |

Braneh Club, whether it 1= f0 oo local ]

must  reside i

or o correaponding  elub,

4 halkd

the tocality In which the club s orgnnized, §

EIST

o Name,

N, Name, Secretary's Adidress,
1. Leagué of Honor, Mineml Ridge,
Harry, E. Miller. box 18,
a Amerlenn  Protective  Corresponding.
Coamdlen, N Jo; W E.Morten,
2. Stamp Exchinge, Xew York Cliy] &
A, Daly, 326 W, 44th st
4. Corresponding and Mo Keyport, X
4. R, Voorbees. box
5, Sunset Clty. San Francisco, Cal.; Cella |
A, Dolap, 1223 Cortlan
6. Soclal, Bafinlo, ¥. Y.: Frank Am- |
beiny, 622 William st.
7. Idiewill  Gramoephons,  Phil Iphin,
Pn.; Frank 1. Miller, 4514 Laird st
‘g, Amerlean Stamp Exchange, New York
City, B 6. Eallard, 23 Beaver st
10, Mnsspchusolts Amatedr Press. Boston,
Magg, 0. Ao A, Parker, room' 1. 110
Tromaont st
11, Progressive Amerbor Brooklym: M.
¥.i 4. H Donaldson, 61 8. Sthost.
12, Aurora Corresponding, Brooklyn, N.
¥.; W B Lictlefleld, 85 Hooper st
13. Helping  Hand  Corresponding - and
Reading, Norfolk, Vi.oJ. R. Brister,
406 Bramideton ave.
15, Dewey Sporting. Frovidenoe, R 1. M.
W, MeLaughlin, 3T Monticello =,
16, Mutual Benefit, Corning, M. ¥.; R I
Yan Alstin.
19, Aquiln Corresponding. Chicaga, I10.:
M. B, MeMamnarn, 470 W, 14th st
21. Bieyele nod Athletle, Corry, Pa.; 8
South at.
Ik Btamp and Camern Exchnnge, Hu-
perior, Noh, Brodatane, box 6,
2. Manhattan Dramatic and VauwlevHe,
ew York Clty, N. Y% Jasz. Pfefler,
55 E. Sth =
5. Stare and Srripes. Leadwville, Coal.r W,
Shelton, 724 Elm i
20, Hevalone, Philodelphia, Pa.: J. F.
Keown, 1606 Whartan si.
3% New Cosmopolls Corresponding, Law-

rence, Mass; B, Helley, 350 Bropd-
way.

thaugh they may add to their memborship

persons  who ore noo-residents.  Corre-
#panding  clubs  may  elecl mon-rostdent |
members ax  their offivere,  Local  elubs

must hold mestings at least omee & month.
Carreaponding clubs may hold mestings or
mot, n¥ they soe f

2 The wopds GoLpey
obde the name chesen, and be used on all

I RS must pro- |

Z Theso oficers, excopt the secretary, shall
o nlocted yearly, nccording to a plan of
eltction duly eppounced In honbEX Houns,
and. will hakl office untll thelr §Eccossors
Enve been duly installed. The installation
af pewly-cleoted officers ghall take place at
ihe Anmunl Convention spd Hounlon of the
Gonmex Hours CLon, the tkme and place
of halding which will Im duly annaukeed in
GOLDES HoURs.

printed and wrltten notlees, #te., used by |

i Branch Club.

| REPORTS OF OFFICERS.

4. Mo Braoch Club can also be n branch |

of any other organization similar te Golden
Hours Club, though individual members
of ach Brapch Clubs may belong fo other
Branch Golden Hours Cluls, or to other
organlzntions

4. OMeérs In oy Branch Club cannat,
while holding aach oflees, be alse oflicers
In any ather Brmnpch Golden Hours Clubc
This role does pot apply to officors of the
MNathonal Organization, whe may ab the
pume flme be oficers of one Branch Club,
nor 1o alicers of Corresponding Clubs, wike
may at the same time be officers of ane
toeal clul,

3. Bule 4 will be siriotly enforeed by the
Naotionnl Presldent and Viee Presidonts.

NATIONAL ORGANTEATION,

(L The offtcers of the Natlaanl Organization
conslat of president, & vhoe-presidont
I'clr B Biate and Tersiloey of the United
States, and for Canada, and a permanent

wry, who shall be the oditar of Goroe:
No president o [ i S AT B i
Moo foF mord than two  conseckd

ReTme.

Q1"

| L Iln pddition to his usual doties, the

President shall report in  writing to the
ltor of GoLpex Hovns oneo overy three
tha the condition of the club at farge, He
ke Apocial reporis whenever meoos-

2, In addition 1o his usual dutles the Viee-

Préwldont af cach Siate shall repord in writ-
ing to tha President o co overy three months
thi conditfon of the Brapch Clubs in his par-
téealar Siata,

E. The ascredary of ench Branch Club akasll
report o writing to the YV FPreaident of hia
Sinte, If any, or o the Pres L direct. asco

| wviry month the aunsker of active members
in bhiz Bronoh, and the gain or oas in mem-
Fership slnee tho Inst report; alen any change
of officers nnd nny other matters of Inteecst
| perinining to. hin Branch,

NOTICES AND PENALTIEE.

1. All notlces 1o be ofolal are to be pub- |

lished in Goloex Hotms.

2 Brapch Cluba- net sendiog a notlce Lo
GoLDEN B within three months will be
deemed to be disbanded, and their branch

i« numher will be glven fo apother elab,

THE;

Golden Hours Club.

IN OPERATION

Amateur Advertizers', San Diego, Cal.:

Seorebary s Address, |

MARCH 1900.

Secreinry’s Address
Waco,

31,

Ko HName.

| &7, l."n-rn.awllﬂnlx Aand  Pleassire,
Te

0V, Tmgganih, box 154 | ex.; Miss Mamie Tomlinsen, box
T Junber Collokguees of Basl Side House, | 485,
}1'-'}‘ 'l'ﬁrlk (“_}_'-_-"- \-_-'_ 4. Treykol, a8, Hope Carrespondimg, Providence, H
dGth sr. and East Hiver. Lz W, MeLaughiin, 32 Monticello st
a5, "’.".’_“:m', Whitebobae, € Charles | 8L Reading. Danville, Ya;  Howard |
Hing, Jr. Ranines.
5. Legion of Koll of Hanor, Cheltenhaem, e . . i 5
Pae: . L @elbel, mdieiant general, s LA l"x"“"“!*' Eom- Angaies, Cal
bax 11, Clarence M, Gibbs, 2025 Miramdi st

08 Hecreiaries’, Cleveland, 0.; V. 8. Brn=

erlar st
xehange, San Francksco,
- B Guernsey, 118 Sl st

6 Athletic, Albany: John Barhydt, 23 N
Y. Cly ave.
wH. Ideal Drammtle and Mugical, 3t Louis,

Mo Al Gutkoes, 3820 M. 2lst 81,

&0, Sookal, Meriden, Conn.; E. € Parker,
77 Kensington Helghis,

2, Good Wine Sockal nnd Correspomil
Hansas Clty, Kans: A. D, Grang,
Orvill ad.

. Manhatton, New York City. N. ¥.: G.
. Taybor, 34 Vamlnm st

GG Corresporiding.  Malden. Msss.: L
Hennegaey, H Linwood st

08, Melropolilan Axrncinies, Maliden,
Mass. o Jas, Henneesey,

71. Mongo Corresponding, Mongo, Tnd.; A,

M. Kenfer.

. The Miseourl Lenpue, 851 Lawls, Moo
T L. Woodraf, 3528 Morganford Ri.
T. Doheting, Baltimors, Md.; Miss Anna

E. Hesse, 1313 E. Chase =L

T8 Pleasure, Philadelphia, Pa.; Huarry
ilben. ]

%1, Comedy Athieile, Moriden, Conp.; H.

5 8 Davis, 141 Ceown &L

22 Hancock  Plesure, Athol Centrg,
Mmnas, Russell Fay,

84, Magnolin, Dorchester, Mapss.; G, F,
Mullen, in care of Ges. Mexal, 1385

Ellor =t., Poston, Moss,

S Amateur Naturallst and Cudrlo, Bloom-

| fleld, ™. Jo: AL (L Hines, 110 Willow
| Bk
8% Literury . Soolity, 2t Poul, Mion.;
Jdoscph Wahber, 851 Burr &1,
85, International Corpesponding and Ex-
| chinge, Blrminghnm, Al H Lo
Alnstey, carve of Johnson, Neahitt &
Ca,
| 10F tHonul Unilon of Golden Hours
n Fa Mewport, HKg.:
ﬂrl:'llun. Arand, 140 Orehurd s4,
10k Young Meople’s  Soclety.  Baltimore,
M, €3, H, Heess, president, 1513 B
Chage sl
162 Proto, Tilconderogn, X, Y.: 4. B
Bryan, president.
105, Roynl Searlét Correaponding, Jorsey
Cliy, ™. J; E. 0. Boffey. Howard
Mace,
106, Corresponiing, Portzmenth, Voo, .
1o Fitohete
107, Ameriean Eaple Corresponding. Law-

PEnc Mass ;. H. 5. Wyman, 443
Canal =t

108, Literiy Fleasure, Chicugo, 10, Arthur
Dobrick, 578 Clybura ave,

109, Focinl and Corpesponding. Brooklyn,
| oW LIk Casanovia, 217 S5th ave,
| 1. Btite o repiulence Baciety, Brook-

byn, M. Y.; €. E. Carlin, 366 Prospect
| place,
| 113, Farest  City  Dramatie - Associnlion,

Cleveland,
Ridge ai.

0.7 W, B Whitworth,

I. The secpotarice of Branch Clube muast
make their report b the Vice-Prealdent ql
their State, or € there is no Vice-Presbden!
|‘J the Pregldent direct, on or bofore tho E:h
day of every month.

£ All Vice-Presidents mast make tholr re-
nort to the President on or before the 16th
ity of the moaths of April, July, Ootober amd
Jﬂ-mm;

& The President must ssnd his quarierly
report to the editar of GoLDEN Houns o oF
hefors Lo last day of the quarter,

& Ofieers foillng in dutles montloned. in
Rules 3 and 4 are to be reported to the oditar
of QoLpEN Hovms for mach sction s the
cade Fenuires.

T Whenever any club has leag than fAve
active members it must diahand. It shall be
the duty of the Viee-Presldents to see. that
this rule I siriotly enforced, and to report
alb violattons thercol to the Prosidest,

PFRIZES,

ALl members of the Natlonal Organization,
whether members of Branch. Clubs or mer;
mny compela for gald and silver medals and
ather prizes, in siory, essny, puzsle, drawing,
&l other competitions annoupced from time
1o time In Goroes HoUre:  The swards in
these coptests will be made st tho Asmeil
Conventlons,

CHANGING OF RULES.

T fﬂNdsulus Rutes and Hegulalions can

B changed or added to omly with, the cons

T'[ori and ::w'rnw] of tho oditor of GoLoes
IR,

OF ACTIVE BRANCHES

Mo,
LEE,

HWanta,
Fleasure, West Chester,
Dulin, 15 E. Union &t

1. Star Stamp Collectora: A, DL Grant.
Box 193, Kansie City, Kons.

Seorotary’s Address.
Pa P oA

15 Stamp Decorating and Corresponding,
Nowark, N, A0 J0 Iy Kramperl, 34
Wallace =L

. F. C. Flacher Assseiatlon, New York
Chty; . Shultz, 142 Tih ave,

. West Chester Plensare, Weal Chester.
Fa, ; Clifford M. Smith, 238 W. Barn=
arid.

Lebanon, Lébanon, Ore.; Zell Taton.
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Here a full page (from 1900) on how the club worked, listing the active clubs or “branches” (ca 80) at the time. Note
club #745 lower right. At this time there had been around 750 clubs! It seems clubs often went inactive after a while
(teenagers getting older acquire other interests) and club numbers were reused. The Golden Hours Club system was
massive. It outshone e g Gernsback's Science Fiction League 30 years later.



More to read about the era of story papers:
Richard Ohmann:Selling Culture: Magazines, Markets, and Class at the Turn of the Century, Oxford University Press,
1996. The single best academic treatment of story papers as a cultural system.
J. Randolph Cox: The Dime Novel Companion: A Guide to the Dime Novel. Greenwood Press, 2000. A reference work
covering authors, publishers, genres, and formats. Includes many
John Tebbel: A History of Book Publishing in the United States, Vol. Il: The Expansion, 1865-1919
Bowker, 1975. Excellent context on printing technology, Linotype, and mass-market fiction.
Albert Johannsen: The House of Beadle and Adams and Its Dime and Nickel Novels. University of Oklahoma Press,
1950. Three volumes. Not Munro-focused, but foundational for understanding the story-paper/dime-novel ecosystem.
James D. Hart: The Popular Book: A History of America’s Literary Past. University of California Press, 1950. Covers
youth fiction, serialized fiction, and mass-market trends.
Matthew Schneirov: The Dream of a New Social Order: Popular Magazines in America, 1893—1914.Columbia Uni Press,
1994. On transition from story papers to pulps and “yellow press” entertainment. (Ed: My Al helped researching this book
list. Those critters are marvellous finding things and good research help. Your Ed hasn't read the books,but our Al has)

R L e e

First Letters of Comment then Mailing Comments to N'APA & EAPA.WAHF J Cowe.Eh,where is your LoC?
Rob Hansen: Ahrvid, interesting find, but | think that event has an even flimsier claim to be the first SF con
that the Vril-Ya Bazaar and Fete. Here's the page on the latter at my website:

https://fiawol.org.uk/FanStufff THEN%20Archive/1891con.htm

Incidentally, | also recently added pages on a couple of European cons, namely the first held in Austria:
https://fiawol.org.uk/FanStuff THEN%20Archive/1966vienna/66vienna.htm and EUROCON 1:
https://fiawol.org.uk/FanStuff THEN%20Archive/1972eurocon1/euroconi.htm

I ]gohn't know for sure that the Ernstings attended this but it seems likely and that's a great contemporary photo
of them, so... -

Ed: / call it a precursor to an sf con. But even more
interesting is GH's huge club system (in thish!). BTW, RB is
one of the best fanhistorians. Find his work at
https://ae.ansible.uk/?a=hansen

Steve Donaldson: May | reproduce that on Amazing
Stories...or point them to sign up for your newsletter? (Ed:
Sure! See https://amazingstories.com/2026/08/the-very-
very-very-first-science-fiction-convention/ ) | was thinking of
using the alternative - Leeds Dethroned.[ Ed:He refers to o
the very first sf con, Leeds 1937.] -

1 H é-u'rali. DRAGOAT 2 ﬂ'#.u:‘r_d i
~Joseph Nicholas: Dear Ahrvid. Belated thanks for all the ol L e
issues of Intermission you've been sending me -- | read
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Foggy Gordon, by LON:Flashes and crashes by Froggy

them all, but barely have time to commence composinga ~ Gordon's woodshed./ Lutor hit by Froggy Gordon's
response before the next issue arrives. Additionally, one hasdestruction beam./Wherever scumbags are they'll get it
to fit reading and responding to fanzines in with everything

else in one's life, which at this time of the year involves lots of gardening and visiting various places and

exhibitions in and around London (in both cases taking advantage of the longer, lighter, warmer days). Ergo,
fanzines tend to left to one side.

Anyway._ | notice that you don't seem to have said much about Al in recent issues, unless it's been in the apa
comments at the end, which | confess | routinely skip because of the formatting, which makes it difficult to
follow who's saying what about whatever. But there are two recent points about Al which might be of interest
to you. The first was an interview with Cory Doctorow about Al, in which he pointed out that a lot of the
lobbying effort by Anthropic et al is directed at Wall Street financiers whose investments in tech companies are
necessary to keep the show on the road. Fair enough: Al is very expensive. But his point was that telling Wall
Street that people want Al, and therefore that the financiers should invest in it, is very different from trying to
convince the public at large that Al will be to their benefit. This means, he argued, that Al is likely to be another
tech bubble which (like the early internet) will sooner or later burst, leaving companies such as Anthropic with
mountains of debts that they can't service, leading to corporate failures and bankruptcies. (Anyone who says,
in response to that, if and when it happens, that the tech bros had it coming, gets my thumbs up.)

The other point about Al is the huge non-economic costs associated with the data centres required to run the
systems. For example, planning documents submitted in support of an application to construct such a data
centre in west London acknowledge that the annual GHG emissions would be equivalent to 8,400 flights from
London to New York. And that's just one data centre; the emissions from others are likely to be similar. (Forget
about carbon capture and storage (CCS): that's mostly smoke and mirrors, has never been demonstrated to
work at scale and will never be ramped up sufficiently to do so. But CCS is talked up by fossil fuel and other
interests because it allows them to carry on doing what they currently do, without attempting to ameliorate their
GHG emissions.)

There is also the vast quantities of water required to keep the data centres cool. Obviously, | have no
information about the water situation in Sweden but, here in the UK, the privatisation of the water industry by
the Conservative government in the late 1980s -- claiming that private industry would be free to make the
investments that public ownership could not -- has meant that no new reservoirs have been completed since
1992; that only the minimal amount of maintenance and repair of the leaky Victorian era waterpipe network has
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been undertaken (the current losses to leakage are estimated to amount to 15 million litres per day); and that
an industry which had no debts at the time of privatisation has since racked up debts of £60 billion, the various
water companies having been treated by their owners and shareholders as simply cash extraction machines.
None of which has been taken into account by the government, which wants to UK to become an Al
superpower, even after a summer in which parts of England have been declared officially in drought, we've had
five heatwaves (i.e., daily temperatures above 35 degrees for several days at a time), and there's been hardly
any rain for the last few months. (Politicians, eh? Always the last to realise what's going on.)
Anyway, keep going -- keep publishing! And I'll try to respond more frequently as autumn sets in, the days get
shorter, and | have to spend more time indoors. Although of course there's always lots to do indoors -- | have a
little list.... Regards

Ed: Sweden with ca 100 000 lakes is lucky with water. Many data centres go to our north for water, cold and
cheap hydro power.

Bojan Ekselenski: Interesting fanzine. Best regards from Slovenia.

Mark Nelson: Dear Ahrvid, My wife always looks at me askingly if | say that I'm going to walk down to the
local for a drink. But in future | will follow the new linguist furrow that you have ploughed. | will tell her that | will
be going for a walk and then taking a hydration break.

| enjoyed your report on Finncon 2026. You hit quite a few of your favourite targets in your report. | spotted:
"too many panels”, "no fancy dress parade", "the price of bheer", "the evils of the word processor (for sf
writers)" and "written sf has become too woke".

Missing from this list was your much beloved commentary on the evils of Code of Conducts. Did the
convention CoC escape your wrath because it was only available in Finnish? (Surely the con committee
would have an English version?) Or perhaps only the bheer you drank during the convention had the effect of
mellowing you out? There might not have been any comments about the CoC, but you did include some
comments about Chinese fans.A new pet peeve? Cheers, Mark.Ps. If you don't wants LoCs to Gmail why

sending Intermission from Hotmail?
Ed: Hotmail tend to react if you mail more than 20 together. Gmail is more tolerant. Finncon had no CoC.

Phil Pine: | too, learned of the existence of Fandom by running across The Immortal Storm (Ed: the history
that makes WWII sound like an anti-climax!) as a teenager. When | saw a notice in a prozine that the Ontario
Science Fiction club had monthly meetings, | travelled to Toronto to attend. Unfortunately, the only one there
was the club treasurer. The club had dwindled to none but himself, and he was not keen on maintaining the
ritual of showing up any longer. Two other teenagers had read the same notice and showed up as well. They
were Robert Charles Wilson and Taral Wayne, and our lives were destined to be interwoven. The treasurer told
us that the club was now ours to do with as we wished. With the energy of teenagers, we brought in new
members, mostly young, and the club grew large. Some Michigan fans showed, up including my future
collaborator in historical scholarship, Steve Muhlberger. The Detroit fans introduced us to fanzine and
convention fandom, and soon a bunch of us were piling into Victoria Vayne's Volkswagen for ten-fifteen hour
drives to cons in various US cities. We usually ended up sleeping on floors or the couches of hotel lobbies (or
not at all). With our collective poverty, scruffiness, and eccentricities, we became known as the "Derelicts."
That's a term drawn from The Immortal Storm, so | would have to say that it's a book that shaped my life.

In Canada, we are quite aware of the Viking settlement in Newfoundland - and while the reconstructed
archaeological site at L'Anse aux Meadows (a National Historic Monument) is remote and rather hard to get to,
it gets a steady stream of tourists. But you have no trouble hearing a version of Old Norse spoken in Canada.
In the 19th century, Icelanders fleeing both poverty and a rather nasty volcanic eruption founded the colony of
New Iceland in Manitoba. At first, when Icelanders arrived, the Canadian Government, learning that they were
Scandinavians, said "Great! We need more lumberjacks" and sent to the forests of Northern Ontario. Most of
them had never seen a tree in their lives. The Finnish and Swedish settlers there ridiculed them mercilessly,
and they begged to be moved somewhere else. The result was the Colony of New Iceland, on the shores of
Lake Winnipeg, where they could fish to their hearts' content, and were permitted to form their own self-
governing Althing. In the principal town of Gimli, Manitoba, Icelandic is spoken to this day, and there's an
imposing statue of Leif Erikson on the waterfront. A majority of the inhabitants (known as Gimlungar) are of
Icelandic descent, though

First Nations, Metis, Scots and Ukrainians are well represented, and there is much intermarriage.
Nevertheless, the language survives. Gimli has produced an impressive literature for a tiny town --- including
the works of a major Arctic explorer, excellent psychological novels, and a fantasy series. An early film by
eccentric director Guy Madden is called Tales From the Gimli Hospital and is a bizarre cinematic experience.
Elsewhere in the Prairie Provinces, Icelanders made their mark, and there is an often broadcast "Heritage
Minute" celebrating the first Canadian Olympic hockey gold medal, won by a team composed entirely of
Icelandic-Canadians. One of the most celebrated Icelandic poets of the early 20th century lived most of his life
in the foothills of the Canadian Rockies. | learned something about Gimli in childhood from my father, an RCAF
Lancaster pilot who trained fighter pilots there during World War Il. His French Canadian / Metis family had
come from the Prairies, and had considerable contact with the Icelanders when they first arrived in the West. |
have no Icelandic ancestry that | know of, but my ancestors tended to be extremely hospitable to random
strangers, and it was often -40C, so there's no telling who wandered into my genome. | eventually visited Gimli
during my hitch-hiking days, and enjoyed the snudur and vinarterta. Fortunately, the noticeable absence of
sharks in Lake Winnipeg meant that there was no Hakarl, and | didn't have to experience that "delicacy” until |
visited Iceland in more recent years.

Ed: Fascinating! Didn't know about Icelanders in Canada.Now over to Mailing comments to EAPA and N'APA.
Heath Row: Looks interesting, but is in Portugese. Automatic translators are quite good these day, but | have
too much to do now to take time to use them.

Garth Spencer: Well, | guess I'm a bit of a technophile. Some technology may have drawbacks, but you have
to see the whole picture, the positive effects usually weighs more. Chernobyl, Fukshima were real bad, but the



world's around 500 nuclear reactors have given us huge amounts of energy for decades! I I haven't yet gotten
any ad swaps. l If you want to talk about pollution say where that would be, and what substances,

Henry Grynnsten: “peer review isn’t more than a stumble check, right?” Right. But my Al doesn't know or
choose to ignore it. (Pay attention! You want to attribute me something clearly stated comes from the Al. It was
about soft covid measures work fine. | agree - and the Al points to it that peer rev or not won't matter.) “Some
other factor/s must have led to Sweden having fewer deaths.” | think all countries had fewer covid deaths than
their blown up reports claimed. A general conclusion is that the virus wasn't nearly as bad as panicing
politicians imagined - that idea came from exaggerating reports.l “The problems with [Moon/Mars colonies]
being self-sustaining remains.” Not for long. You admit there is water (can be reused over and over
again),oxygen can be extracted from the rocks (silicon oxide) and food:10m2 hydroponic cultivation in four
layers is enough food for one. Sounds pretty self-sustaining to me. Getting there is the hardest! The Moon is
relatively easy, but Mars...l “civilizations have destroyed the very sources of their wealth by inventing things”
No,inventing things is the sources wealth.J man is lousy at avoiding destruction of his environment...
Greenhouse gases, biodiversity loss, waste, consumption. We do it “very well”?? Reality check: look out the
window, see trees, birds etc. It would be absent if environment was destroyed. We use the environment, we
don't destroy it. Since the early 1990s human wealth increased more than ever in history! Average lifespan up
dramatically,absolute poverty down fast, science and tech up fast (from MS-DOS to Al, charting DNA, landline
phones to Internet, Webb spacescope, self-driving cars).That sounds like doing very well! I “‘must [lunar water
be] extensively treated?” No. Water is super easy to treat: distill it.l “We overuse water, so people have to
move.” Just a matter of bad politics and poverty\# “We overuse the soil.” No.Case Scania. i “Aral Sea and the
Dust Bow!” Dust Bowl calmed after some time. Water-redirecting is now making Aral coming back (original
problem was bad USSR politics).J “/Impossible to follow Al development without a 1980s computer?” Yes. | did
simulated neural networks on a relatively advanced 80's 386 machine, but runs still took hours. But more
important; if you didn't even have a computer you weren't in the mindset to grasp the principles.jl “I got my first
computer in 1993.”1 got my first 8 years earlier. Or more correct, | got a tiny ZX81 machine in 1 1.i“your
three-year head start” It was an 8 years head start (22 with the ZX81). My stunt with Al, simulating It,
researching a major article, was around 1990-91 but you had hardly heard of Al until a few years ago I “expert
in Al - which you aren’t” “Expert”, a rubber word stretchable to anything. | definitely know the subject more than
superficially.J“Al research isn’t about consciousness” Things around consciousness come with the territory.l
“consciousness research is a research branch quite apart” Why not just admit that your basic ideas here are
fundamentally different from mine! You assume some - for lack of a better word - magic in it. | see ones,
noughts, algorithms, things you can read, touch, study, Copy.l [A Watts has a] “global warming denial blog” Or
a climate realist blog J] “Debunked in 2022: “We rate this claim False.” “Debunked” in a Facebook comment,
by activist Madison Czopek.Her main argument is though a huge majority of the weather stations don't follow
their own operating standards, being near heat sources, we should still trust them... l “strong denialist
Zeitgeist” There isn't one. Everyone can see that it's the climate critics who fight a strong head-wind.
“exceptions don’t deny the general trend” The many, many exceptions to claims of “sixth (or whatever) global
extinction” shows an opposite trend. But already noted: it's impossible to find trends without starting figures or
figures along the way. | “A neural net isn’t conscious.” The one in your brain is.j@l “That is just a description,not
a theory.” A relevant description is a good theory. [l [Passenger pigeons] “‘weren’t just shot, multiple methods
were used” Shooting looks like the overwhelmingly most common method, being in 9/10ths of hunting
descriptions. But shooting billions of birds doesn't hold up logistically. So it was something else. Those super-
contagious bird flues we always hear of stands out as a likely candidate. A little virus and an egg farmer has to
kill off 100 000 hen to stop spreading.. ‘fishery has exceeded the scientific recommendations for 12e (!)
years...it goes without saying that the stocks will eventually collapse. Temporarily. A single fish spreads
thousands of eggs so comeback odds are Iow.l “put him in one of the 3 % of woods in the EU that are primary
forests” The stoneager would recognise the environment in any of the forests. ll “You made the claim, you
have the burden of proof... show me your source.” In this argument ping-pong I've now lost track of what I'm
supposed to show. Sorry. I “The data must be there...IPCC analyse” Whatever you try here, | disagree...lost in
ping-pong again. Looks like something about IPCC, but they spew out so many funny little ideas, | still have no
idea where we are. Please when editing leave enough so one knows the original quandary. (I'm sure | sin here
too!) l “You just deny what | have repeatedly shown you. If the scientists support one of the points, they
necessarily support the others.” About IPPC's hypotheses 1 to 4 (reminder: 1. There is substantial warming. 2.
Caused by CO2, 3. From human activity, 4. It'll be a disaster). You immediately see that supporting on of the
hypotheses, others don't automatically follow. It eg may be warming without CO2, from the Sun's cloud-
creating magnetic field. @l “EMP vulnerability isn’t dependent on whether the ICs are “advanced” enough.” It is!
Less advanced ICs aren't fast enough. I”Clearly the Americans were wrong; they didn’t know the
technological levels of the Russians because they were surprised by the Sputnik.” My Al says the US knew it
in the spring of 1957, half a year before Sputnik. The surprise of Russia building rockets capable of orbit was
not that, but of failing to conclude Russia would actually aim for orbit.l “Who can judge a scientific paper if not
peers, scientists in the same field?” Fine for catching stumbling errors.d. “The only true judge of science turns
out to be Ahrvid Engholm.” Thanks recognition! But seriously, it's very dangerous if we leave decisions to
“experts” (this rubber word...). Everyone must for important matters do his darndest to investigate, think for
himself,use common sense and reach his own, independent conclusion.(Opposite to how one H Grynnsten
works. Comb the net for snippets and finding one, claim it's the truth because an“expert” said it. Mr
Grynnsten's own reasoning in this process: 0.01%.) I BTW: Nice article about Leibniz! A fascinating man. Title
of his story that was almost sf?

Time to sign off. LoCs about the Golden Hours Club appreciated - it's news not heard before in skiffy
circles! Would be grateful for help digging deeper into this. (Your Ed is on the wrong continent.)

Cnaa Vicozyral



The Murdered Master Mage
George Phillies
phillies@4liberty.net

Front Cover: A castle, perhaps actually
designed to function as one. The approaches
look depressing for any attacker.

Intermission: A list of ancient computers
should probably include the Antikythera
Mechanism, a hard-wired astronomical
computer of disputed accuracy. The most
recent attack, that it would not work at all
because the gears were too bad, would
require that the people who built it then
shipped it to its destination without testing
it.

Archive Midwinter: The purpose of a
Ponzi scheme is that people put money in
and someone then steals it. The rate at
which wallets are broken into and contents
are stolen is quite impressive, though it may
recently have improved.

Thank you for your comments on Telzey.
The Telzey novel is now at a serious editor
and a serious artist. The current working
title is "Telzey Amberdon!" The tag line is
"Return of the Hub's Greatest Psi!"

| have watched a few old movies on my
computer, but have not been to a movie
theater in 30 years. Law by LLM is perhaps
worse than law by television show. We
recently had a woman render her three of her
children deceased, and had many internet
ranters go on at length while not realizing
that on a key point Massachusetts law is the
opposite of the law in their state.

Roommate: The painful solution is to
move and leave the roommate behind.
Moving may be too difficult.

The Murdered Master Mage: If you want
more Telzey you will need to buy the book
when it comes out.

Brownian Motion: With respect to UFOs,
there are also extensive pieces of
instrumental information. In addition to
reports that have clear natural interpretations
and reports where there simply is not
enough information, there are also reports in
which there is clearly enough information
there, but the information serves to reject
every natural explanation. There appears to
have finally been a turnaround on making
serious attempts to interpret what was being
seen, with no particular basis yet for
deciding what the correct interpretation is.

Three cheers for your web site! As a
thought, how many SF-adjacent
conventions, e.g., media, are being run by
commercial operations? How many
general-interest cons are commercial
operations? As an aside, US does not have a
parliamentary system. In the 2026 election
the Democrats can take control of Congress,
but they would lack a plausible path to take
control of the executive branch. The
President will, barring an extraordinary
event, be in office until 2028. (Impeachment
is legally possible, but Trump's opponents
have already botched the process twice,)

Samizdat: A fine issue. Dorrance
Academy in my magical university novel
Practical Exercise is somewhat like an
American research university, with the
heroine advancing from being an
undergraduate to being a resident scholar.
Certainly it had classes and classrooms.

You offer many fine topics for
convention panels. Re: number of fanzines
is 30?? N3F publishes ten of them.



Esmeralda County Line: Sympathies on
your medical issues. | am told that the
reason the distinguished author was annoyed
with me because he thought I circulated
anti-Catholic propaganda, which would
appear to be a misunderstanding, in that | do
not believe | have done anything of the sort.

Fusion power soon : that was the Second
Lawson Constant, though I recall it as 40
years.

R.A.Ll.L. You raise an interesting
question about ownership of Al-produced
works. If I order the CluelessMaximum
system to write for me a 400,000 word SF
novel, who does own its rights?

Moziag: Nothing like library systems of
different sorts. | am distantly aware that
there have been Star Trek movies, of which
have seen two or three. Thank you for the
list.

Brandy Hall: EverandAnon, which is the
successor to Alarums&Excursions, has a
maxac requirement, the same as A&E did.
In the case of A&E, the limit was that the
most powerful available stapler had a page
count limit; the issue could not be made any
thicker.

The Swamp Spot Sentinel: Thanks for the
historical note on Sergeant Preston. Ah, yes,
shower curtains. There are serious problems
with some sources of new shower rods. |
finally went over to glass doors. Your
comments on the Hugo nominees were
interesting to read.

| find your comments on car repair
interesting. Curiously I have a friend who
sells quality used cars (he is in Phoenix AZ,
so | am not trying to sell you anything) who
reports that business is terrible.

As | have space on the page, | will give
you a bit more of Telzey:

Enter Trigger Argee
Telzey awoke well before dawn. The
clock said she'd been asleep for nine hours.
Sky glow from the Cluster let her see bushes

and shrubs against a dark background.
Fireflies in the garden were brilliant
evanescent stars. The very first fireflowers
of the season glowed copper and gold and
blue, their luminosity fading as dawn
approached.

The house was still chill from the night.
She slipped into a heavy bathrobe and made
her way to the breakfast room, where
steaming-hot lavender-orange tea awaited
her. Soon enough, the autochef presented
her with breakfast. Meal completed, the sun
now well above the horizon, she summoned
the house commweb system.

To her surprise, there was a new tagged
message, on her very private number, from
Pamela Morgan. The message was
admirably concise.

“Tel,

“Emerged from subspace someplace. On
our way to Orado. Serious problems at my
end. Can’t move in with my parents. They
assumed I’d live in a dorm bungalow, as
planned, and moved off-planet. University
of Orado just changed its rules. Telepaths
need not apply; unfair cheating advantage.
No way | can become a grad student at UQ,
so no place to live on Orado. I’m cash-short,
unless Psych Service gives me the money
they keep saying they owe me.

“By the time you read this, you’ll be an
attorney and know what | can do. Legally, |
mean.”

“Please help,

“Pam.”

Telzey stared at the printout of Pam’s
radiogram. Pam had saved Mom’s life.
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THE LITANY AGAINST IDIOTS

| must not get drawn in.

Engagement is the mind-killer.

Replying is the little-death that
brings total humiliation.

| will face the idiot.

I will let their words pass over
me and through me.

And when the thread has gone
quiet, | will turn the inner eye
to see its wreckage.

Where the idiot posted there
will be nothing.

Only the mods will remain.

Thnigs on My Mind
“Thnig” is a word I invented for topics not good enough to be actual things.

§

Sometimes I worry about a lot of things outside my responsibilities or ability to
control, like the costs or limitations of available technology. Sometimes I worry about
whether I have to update the standard text I put into Official Organ of eAPA, including
a description of software packages that members can use if they can’t afford Adobe
Acrobat. Sometimes I worry about how we’re going to survive global warming, the
eventual loss of hydro energy due to global warming, whether we can afford to colonize
the higher latitudes or Antarctica, and how fusion power will be restricted and
monetized. I think I need a different antidepressant.

§

My idea of funny is based on incongruence, like Bigfoot and the Ogopogo monster
campaigning for recognition as Canadian citizens, or American states petitioning for
Canadian annexation. There isn’t as much incongruence going around as I would
enjoy, unless unidentified aerial phenomena are something like practical jokes from
other dimensions.



B MAGA Empire

B Federation of
American Provinces
(FAP)

B Neutral zone

Just for laughs

Mailing Comments

Intermission #167 — Ahrvid Engholm

Re the Russian war: I overheard word-of-mouth rumours in Vancouver recently about
Ukrainian men seeking to get out of their country, for fear of being abducted and
forced into the army. If I heard this online I would have assumed it was Russian
disinformation. What do you make of it?

That’s quite the comprehensive article on speculations about thinking machines you
compiled, there.

Brownian Motion #21
For NAPA #284, September 2026
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I find it hard to make comments on either your real-world coverage, or your discussion
of fantasy writing, without merely rehearsing observations that have been made
before.

Archive Midwinter - Jefferson Swycaffer

Re your comment to Ahrvid Engholm about the value of space exploration — agreed,
entirely aside from the value of astrophysical discoveries, the spinoff technologies
developed by space programs have been immensely valuable. And yet that value is not
recognized by some critics, apparently because they didn’t perceive a measurable
Return On Investment to the developers. What a pity NASA and its foreign parallels
weren’t set up as profit-making ventures. Oh, wait, now someone’s going to concoct a
conspiracy theory claiming that was why they were set up as government
departments. Or has someone concocted this theory already?

Re your comment to Robert Jennings about de-extinction of species — frankly, I'm
more interested in the possibility of genetically engineering species to fill vacant
ecological niches. Such as, for instance, breaking down plastic waste and microplastic
pollution in our seas into biologically harmless compounds. In the meantime there
have been several devices produced for gathering this waste; I wonder if any of them
are being disseminated yet.

Re your comments to me — the shoulder has healed up, fortunately. As to services to
help people simplify their lives ... I keep seeing advertisements on Facebook for service
programs to help overwhelmed people organize their space, and their chores. I know
people who need that kind of help.

Yeah, I remember the Rock’Em Sock’Em Robots. Struck me as pretty mindless, but
then I grew up on construction toys like Meccano, which allowed you a lot more
constructive flexibility.

Intermission #168 — Ahrvid Engholm
Thank you for your comments to me.

Re your comments to Henry Grynnsten — yeah, we've had our share of mentally
unstable fans too, in Canada and in the United States. Although I quote Taral Wayne
extensively in my draft Canadian fanhistory materials, I left out the parts where he
talked about two examples.

But I'm not so sure we can include fans who commit suicide, as you said. Some people
have good and sufficient reason to plan an end to their lives, such as those with
grievous, irreversible medical conditions. Canadians who have such conditions, and
are found mentally competent, can request MAID (medical assistance in dying).

I myself have lived with a tendency to depression for most of my life, and regularly —
about monthly, in fact — I have a spell where I wonder why I go on living. It actually
surprises me to discover anyone who has never had this grim, stark, bleak experience.
It is almost as if [ had a regular metabolic cycle affecting my emotions.

And I get past it and take care of bills and have even made tentative sensible financial
plans.
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The Murder Master Mage #283 — George Phillies

So there are WWII re-enactors? [ wonder what events they hold and where, and what
safety precautions they have to take. Or whether they and their equipment form part
of the National Reserve.

Re your suggestion to me — yes, maybe I'll start offering my monthly fannish news
column to the N3F Gazette. Not all of it would be a month old.

Samizdat #38 — Sam Lubell

Once again [ am impressed by your organization of life into deliberate project areas.
Certainly your nonfiction reading is something I could stand to emulate. I was
interested in your review of The Rise and Fall of the Neoliberal Order: America and the
World in the Free Market Era, by Gary Gerstle, although Gerstle seems to define the
“neoliberal order” in positive terms.

Esmeralda County Line #16 — Kevin Trainor Jr.

[ appreciate your jokes. Yeah, maybe Belgium is a myth. Certainly the Internet
informed me that the state of Idaho didn’t exist, “Idaho” was simply a variety of
potatoes. And yeah, I take your point, what with apazines and perzines there may be
as many as 25 fanzines around.

R.A.I.L. #13 - Adrian Kresnak

I will be interested in the results of your research on whether Al-generated fiction
actually gives the putative author any intellectual property at all.

I see you have a cat. How about that.

=

Garth’s cat
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Moziag #3 - Joseph Gill
What does “moziag” mean?

What you report about public lending library systems in Greater New York is much the
same as what I can report about Greater Vancouver. I have only ventured to have two
library cards, one for the Vancouver Public Library system and one for Burnaby, one
of the adjacent municipalities.

Your “Burkeism” was fun - tying together John Carpenter, the movie They Live,
propellor beanies, Ray Nelson, and the original story that inspired the movie. Now I
really must pursue Burkeisms.

Brandy Hall #19 — Mark Nelson

Thank you for your concern, but nope, I did not get my arm amputated. It healed up
fine all on its own.

In other news, I think I am closing in on the evil sinister worldwide underground
Belgian global domination plot. Their minion Lord Dampnut, the alleged president of
the United States, is obviously on the run now that my Canadian agents are finally
establishing more stable trading relationships with sane countries, and fostering
independent manufacturing infrastructure north of the 49t Parallel.

The next steps in restoring civilization will, of course, take a few decades. I trust you
will keep me informed as to Australia’s program in Asia, and her and progress in this
regard.

The Swamp Spot Sentinel #2.2 - Robert Jennings

Condolences on your automotive and domestic repairs and expenses. One of the ways
I never grew up was that I never became a car owner, and due to the cost of housing
versus my wage earning, I never became a homeowner, either. Now [ am counting my
blessings.

Thank you for the writeup on Sergeant Preston of the Yukon. For some reason I was
never exposed to the radio show or to the comic book. I only got to see parodies such
as the Dudley Doright animations in the Rocky and Bullwinkle show, or hear David
Broadfoot’s standup routine featuring “Sergeant Renfrew and his faithful dog Cuddles,
in their lonely log cabin on the 14t floor of the CN Tower.” The TV series Due South
was in much the same vein, basically a police procedural featuring an unarmed
Mountie in Detroit with many satires on alleged Canadian and American stereotypes.

Re your comments to me ... Thank you for your financial remarks. I am taking steps to
eliminate the unpleasant surprise of expenses and subscriptions [ didn’t realize were
bleeding money from my account. But the big issue seems to be limited income. That
may be rectified within the month, even though I am semi-retired.

There is no direct relationship between my income and my fanpublishing. You express
a hope to see a full-length fanzine in the next mailing; how would you define that? (I
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produce a monthly fanzine, The Obdurate Eye, as well as my apazines; you can find it
archived at eFanzines.com.)

ACROSS THE FANDOMENSION WITH
GARTH SPENCER

See: https://www.ven.be.ca/~garth2

If you’re a fan in Canada or the Pacific
Northwest, looking for information about
SF clubs, conventions, or fanzines, take a
look at “Across the Fandomension.”

If you’re a writer, looking for basic
information about SF/Fantasy/Horror
markets, story formats, or copyright, take a
look at “Across the Fandomension.”
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5 July 2026
Comments:
Cover: Public Domain fantasy art.

Ahrvid Engholm: Still fearing the scenario where Putin starts to
lose domestic support and his regime totters...so he has nothing to
lose by the use of nuclear weapons.

Delightful survey of thinking machines! | have a HAL
faceplate on the fron of one of my bookshelves!

I most vigorously disagree with your “problems with
fantasy.” Magic is a perfectly valid theme and trope and meme, and
is not a dramatic dead-end as you essay. Your very same reasoning
can be extrapolated to condemn all imaginative fiction, and, indeed,
the concept of fiction as it has existed for thousands of years. The
Epic of Gilgamesh and the Odyssey are still read today, so your
notion that fantasy is “plot destroying” is demolished by history.

Magic, instead, is merely a plot device, like Electronics, or
Orbital Mechanics, or Psychology. And, in fact, when George
Phillies wrote his “Telzey” novel, he used “psionics,” which is
indistinguish-able from magic. Science fiction regularly uses FTL
Travel and

W
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artificial gravity, both of which are “magical.” I'm a fan of
superhero comics, and super-powers are obviously similar to magic.
Superman is as good as magical, and Captain Marvel (Shazam) is
overtly and in-canon magical. Comics also gave us Neal Gaiman’s
“Sandman” series, which used mythological and theological magic to
great effect.

Magic can, in the hands of some writers, be a “cheat code”
to bypass plot obstacles. But, historically, the same was true of
science in the Campbell era of Sci-Fi. The hero invents a gizmo that
lets him escape from the prison cell. The best fantasy fiction
establishes strict rules for how magic works, as in Ursula K.
LeGuin’s “Earthsea” novels.

As for “looking backward,” that’s obviously not always true.
Jim Butcher’s “Harry Dresden” books are set in the here-and-now,
and Jack Vance’s “Dying Earth” stories are set in the distant future.
But even if fantasy was guilty of looking backward...who cares? |
read Great Age of Sail/Age of Nelson fiction, which is obviously
looking backward, because they are tales of things that have never
otherwise been possible, before or since.



I honestly swear, | have never read anything by you with
which | disagree more!

Ahrvid Engholm: Delightful “History Corner” on the influence of
SF on advertising. And a truly delightful collage of examples! |
remember “Space Pens!”

George Phillies: Thank you for inviting me to read your Telzey
novel. I’'m convinced that the Schmidt Estate can have no possible
complaint, and I believe Schmidt himself would have admired it.

Garth Spencer: Fun essay on the “crystallization” of UFO myths.
The stories have indeed become involute and elaborate, with people
talking sincerely about the characteristics of two kinds of “Grays”
and the details of what happens to abductees. There is a lot of
“story-telling” involved, with people making up details...and other
people believing in them!

rct me re continuity, | regret the shift away from even the
pretense of continuity in comic books. It used to be that the editors
tried to establish a cohesive timeline between “Amazing Spider-
Man” and “Spectactular Spider-Man.” But that went away, and it
took the whole industry with it. Now we have retcons and reboots
and alternate universes and a plethora of continuity-destroying trops.

rct me, re hoarding, |1 would gladly receive advice on how to
deal with a roommate who is a hoarder. Nagging doesn’t work and
isn’t fun for anyone. I do not believe that “constructive engagement”
would be productive. My roommate is very good at ignoring any
reality that is inconvenient for her.

Samuel Lubell: Nifty short survey on schools for magicians in
fantasy literature. LeGuin’s “Earthsea” is my favorite!

Very nice list of prospective panel topics for a science
fiction convention! If | were still in the business of organizing cons,

I would definitely be stealing this list!  Fun updates on your various
projects!

Kevin Trainor Jr.: rct me, Patrick O’Brien’s “Master and
Commander” books were written in internal chronological order, as
were Dewey Lambdin’s “Alan Lewrie” books, Kent Alexander’s
“Richard Bolitho” books, Dudley Pope’s “Nicholas Ramage” books,
and Julian Stockwin’s “Thomas Kydd” books. It’s considered more
“mature” to write in chronoligcal order than to hop-scotch back and
forth in a character’s history. This often leads readers to wait till the
series is complete, and then read them in internal order, as many
readers do with C.S. Forester’s “Horatio Hornblower” books. (I read
Hornblower in this fasion.) Of course, as Kipling pointed out, every
single way of writing is correct!

rct Adrian Kresnak re pop culture, to be sure, it is vastly
overwhelming how much of it there is! It has been my preference to
take deep dives into limited arts -- | have a rather extensive libary of
music by Georg Philipp Telemann -- rather than to take a shallower
look at a broader field. | was recently in a trivia contest where |
work, and the topic was popular music. | did not know one single
song on the entire contest list! But ask me about Antonio Vivaldi...

Adrian Kresnak: | read that Hellfire Club murder mystery from
Marvel! It was quite good!

Marvel, this week, published a re-print of “Doctor
Strange/Doctor Doom, Triumph and Torment.” I have the original
hard-cover graphic novel version, and it is on my Most Favorite
Treasures shelf in my bedroom. It is brilliant! Highest possible
recommendation!

Joseph P. Gill: I’'m a word-geek too, and love reading etymologies!
Sometimes, facts sneak up on me... | grew up in the town of
Ramona. It took me 65 years to realize that the name is a feminine
cognate of “Ramon.” Should’a been obvious!



I do have a library card....but haven’t used it in more than 15
years... Amazon Kindle books are just so darn convenient!

Fun “Ballad of Captain Joe!” It reminds me of so many
dreams from which | have, all too suddenly, awakened!

rct me, | was active in Traveller fandom, and even have an
“Additional Design” credit on one of the “Shattered Imperium” game
supplements. My first seven novels were Traveller-inspired space
opera, with permission from Marc Miller to use some of the
Traveller ideas. That was a lot of fun! | noticed, recently, that | am
mentioned in TV Trops for this...althhough the got my name as
“Swycroft.” Oh, well!

rct me, | meant no offense, and | hope you will accept my
apology. In a first draft of this comment, | attempted to explain what
I believe, but upon reflection, it’s best not. When one is in a
hole....stop digging! (I spend a lot of time in holes! | could be an
honorary grave-digger!)

Fun notes on “Kirk vs. Picard.” Ilove ‘em both and couldn’t
rank one above the other. | think, as an ordinary crewman, Kirk will
try harder to keep me alive... | have certainly not watched all the
series or all the movies. | think | rank TOS above TNG, but only by
a little. 1 think the TNG movies were better than the TOS movies.

OTR Radio! Yay, a fan! Let me recommend, if you haven’t
already listened, “Voyage of the Scarlet Queen” and “Bold Venture.”
They are, in my opinion, the best OTR with which | have any
familiarity.

Mark Nelson: I’'m completely comfortable with the use of Al for
proofing and grammar-checking. But, yeah, you gotta overrule it
now and then! rct Ahrvid Engholm, | agree that Al can already turn
out “pretty good” prose fiction, and it can only get better with time.

rct me, alas, | can be definitive in that | will never travel. |
am not aging particularly well. I don’t “walk,” but [ “totter.” No
more visits to the zoo, or even the art museum. I’m lucky I can
maintain my job, as [ don’t have the savings to retire. Grim!

Robert Jennings: Sympathies on health and home and car issues! |
hope things settle down as comfortably and productively as possible!
I liked the quote about how sometimes age comes alone!

Fun feature on Sgt Preston of the Yukon comic books! I'd
never heard of these. I’m certainly familiar with the old radio series,
and love it. The art, from the snips you included, is quite good. It
makes me think a little of the art from Modesty Blaise.

Fun feature on new forms of advanced-crystal glass!
Materials science marches on!

rct Joseph P. Gill, I agree that “maxac” rules would be folly.
| disagree with the notion a priori, but, given the VERY high quality
of Ahrvid Engholm’s offerings, I disagre in practical terms. I could
never, in any way, rival Ahrvid’s brilliant output, either in quality or
guantity, and | am delighted by what he presents us every second
month.

The Foolish Dictionary

By Gideon Wurdz. This is an offering in the formal of a dictionary,
with words defined in a saucy and witty manner. | think my favorite
is “Gunpowder: A black substance used in the marking of national
boundaries.” The book dates from 1901, and there are a handful of
entries that are a little uncomfortable to our modern tastes, but, by
and large, the book stands up fairly well to the test of time. | have an
original 1901 edition, left to me by my grandmother, but it is still in
print and available by special order in all the best bookstores.



R.A.LL. #14
September 2026
Adrian Kresnak
railfanzine@gmail.com

Hello everyone!
School has begun again! Harder classes this year, of course. It's going great so far.

Thank you all for your recommendations for which Ghostbusters movies to watch. Ill
have to set a movie night.

Update on the X-Men comic Hellfire Murder: It was fun. Not much of a mystery, but
the characters got to look great and be cool.

Update on my writing: Something is happening! But I'll save the
details for November.

| don’t want my letters to turn into an Al newsletter, but for now,
here’s what I've got:

Update on the Nippon v. OpenAl “can Al practice law” case:
OpenAl has filed a motion to dismiss for failure to state a claim. In
other words, OpenAl is arguing that there’s nothing in the original
lawsuit that a court can weigh in on. As Jefferson Swycaffer put it in July’s mailing: re
ChatGPT “practicing law,” bosh. No more than Word “practices law.” [...] The court
might put it on the record that there’s no reason to litigate the question further than that.

Motions to dismiss are normal, and they don’t necessarily reflect the defendant’s
opinions about the claims. It will be notable if the court dismisses the case rather than
bring it to trial. That would lay some groundwork for future Al cases.


mailto:railfanzine@gmail.com

Follow-up on publishers wondering what to do about Al-generated stories: Bona
Books has an article on its website: “Honey, We Bought an Al Story.” | thought you all
might be interested in this one because it goes into detail about why the editors grew
suspicious. It wasn’t just about grammar.

At one point, the editors asked one author for evidence that they had written the story:
drafts, notes, and so on. | think this is the part that got confused through the social
media game of telephone. Writers on Bluesky talked about how they should not be
required to prove they wrote their own stories and that presenting evidence was more
unnecessary work in the submission process. | agree: during the submission process,
publishers and writers need to trust each other.

Buuuut... when a publisher is going to put its resources behind a story, it has a right to
make sure it's getting what it bargained for. Especially if there’s money involved.

Back to the suspicious writer. When no outlines, drafts, or notes could be offered, the
editors arranged a meeting and asked the writer questions about her process. The
writer apparently could not give any insight into the thought process behind parts of the
story. The writer was a real person, but the editors could not be reasonably sure that
this writer wrote this story.

| theorize that the most reliable indicator for whether a story is Al-generated is whether
the author openly speaks about the benefits of generative Al.

Comments

Garth Spencer: re: alien mythology: One of my undergrad professors defined
“‘mythology” as the narrative we use to explain things without necessarily judging
whether it's “real.” So the planets orbiting the sun is a real thing that happens, but we
humans describing it as “planets orbit the sun, and that’'s why we have seasons” is

mythology.

| find it useful and interesting too, having narratives about unidentified flying objects.
Supposedly the UFO narrative used to be USA-specific, with European sightings getting
explained as secret military aircraft. | don’t know if it's true that people described it that
way, but it’s interesting.



Brandy Hall Issue 20 (September 2026)

Brandy Hall 20 is produced for N’APA mailing 284 (September 2026) by Mark Nelson.

Mark Nelson, School of Mathematics and Applied Statistics, The University of Wollongong, Wollon-
gong, NSW 2522, AUSTRALIA. E-mail: nelsonmark07@gmail.com

This is West Riding Press Publications ??? This is West Riding Press Publications (Australia) 54.

In my first issue I followed in the spirit, if not the flesh, of Garth Spencer (BROWNIAN MOTION 1,
mailing 263), by discussing my involvement in non-SF fandoms. In my second issue I followed Garth
more directly by discussing my interactions with SF fandom. In my third issue I discussed my in-
volvement with APAs. In the fourth and final instalment, appearing in issue five, I reminisced about
attending science fiction conventions. In the sixth issue, inspired by Ahrvid Engholm, I reprinted two
articles from the Australian newspaper The Age. The first was published on Saturday 19th March 1932
with the title " The Automatic Pilot. George The Robot in the Air”. That article was a red herring. The
article that Ahrvid quoted from was published on Friday 20th September 1935 with the title *"Meet Mr.
Robot. Not Forgetting His Master™.

In the seventh issue there was a short spin on a YouTube video with the title "Top 10 Best Sci-fi
Movies’. In the eighth issue I wrote about how I became a fan of science fiction, focusing on SF on the
TV. The culprits are threefold: Dr Who, Star Trek (The Original Series) and Blakes 7. In the ninth issue
I wrote about the role that science-fiction movies played in my becoming a fan of science-fiction. I fo-
cused on movies that [ viewed at the cinema, concentrating on Star Wars. In the tenth issue, again in-
spired by Ahrvid, I reprinted an article by Sven Eklund on “Science Fiction in Scandinavia”. This was
reprinted from The Australian Science Fiction Review 14 (February 1968). Brandy Hall 11 was the first
issue to be written using pages, the previous issues having been written using LibreOffice. In Brandy
Hall 12 1T explained how I started became a Tolkien fan, courtesy of the BBC 1 children’s TV series
Jackanory. For the first time [ used US Letter size rather than A4, but that didn’t prevent the peculiar
page breaks that had happened when I used A4.

In Brandy Hall 14, inspired by some discussion by Heath Row on early fanzines in the fields of foot-
ball (soccer) and rock I wrote an article about the use of the word “fanzine’ in The Times from 1958 to
1989. This is mostly taken from a loc that [ wrote on SF' Commentary 116 (June 2024). In Brandy Hall
15, inspired by mailing comments from Robert Jennings, I ran my thoughts on a definition of “Histori-
cal Science Fiction” that was printed in Speculative Insight 21. This is taken from a loc that I wrote on
Will This Wind 39 (October 2025). In Brandy Hall 16 & 17 1 looked at the use of the word fanzine’ in
The Times in 1990 & 1991. In Brandy Hall 20 I ran the first part of a Top 100 SF Novels that ChatGPT
provided.
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Editorial. Once again it’s an issue in which I haven’t done what I once thought that I would. This
time I suffered a lack of enthusiasm about fanzines throughout August. Then when September ticked
over I spent time reading/loccing some of the fanzines that had arrived in August rather than working
on Brandy Hall. It was the night before the deadline, when all through the house not a creature was
stirring, not even a mouse. Technically, it was the night before the night before the deadline. And there
was a creature stirring. It was yours truly.

Hopefully, the status quo will have returned for next issue and I’ll be able to proceed both with my his-
tory of the use of the word fanzine in The Times and to start telling you about one of the projects that I
am working on. Though I am beginning to feel that the status quo is that [ don’t write what I intended
to write...

The use of the word "fanzine’ in The Times: Part Four

Some time ago, in a moment of boredom, I searched for the word "fanzine" in The Times Digital
Archive, which provides full-text access to The Times from 1785 to 2019. Ignoring five false hits, from the
years 1800, 1846, 1877, 1908, & 1915, the distribution of hits is as given below.

1958 1 1971 1 1974 1 1978 1 1980 1 1981 1 1984 1 1987 2
1988 1 1989 7 1990 11 1991 17 1992 14 1993 14 1994 23 1995 16
1996 17 1997 20 1998 48 1999 44 2000 46 2001 23 2002 21 2003 30
2004 23 2005 49 2006 32 2007 45 2008 57 2009 34 2010 21 2011 56
2012 50 2013 29 2014 30 2015 21 2016 24 2017 31 2018 29 2019 23

( The number from 1990 has been decreased from 12 to 11, as there were two citations to the same arti-
cle).

The use of the word fanzine from 1958 to 1989 was discussed in Brandy Hall 14. The uses in 1990 and
1991 was discussed in Brandy Hall 16 & 17 respectively.

Uh, the first few times you explored the history of the word “fanzine” in the print media it was interest-
ing, but you've reached my saturation point. I am sure you can find lots of zine references/usages |
print related to British sports teams thru the years, but you have already covered this territory before,
in detail. There's nothing new in this issue’s zineology.

The Swamp Pot Sentinel 2.1 (Robert Jennings)

That’s a fair point, but it won’t prevent continuing on my mission (which may take more than five
years) to body explore the use of the word fanzine in The Times.
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The use of the word fanzine: 1992

(I haven’t done any work on this. Hopefully it will appear next issue.)

The Mathom House
MOZIAG #3 (Joesph P. Gill)

Congratulations on submitting your first story for publication. Regardless of the outcome, I hope there
are many more to come.

I do have a library card. Two if you count the university library. However, [ hadn’t heard of either Lib-
by or Kanopy.

Kirk or Picard? That used to a be a hot topic of fandom wankery. It was such a meme that I used it as
an interview question.

It was the second question that Sheldon ask Leonard when he came to look at the apartment. Answering
correctly was the first barrier to room mate hood and allowed Leonard to enter the apartment.

Interesting ranking of Star Trek shows, I haven’t seen all of them, and movies. I’ve seen all the movies
except for Section 31. 1believe that this is “technically’ a televised movie, so I would include it as a
film rather than as a show. I have very fond memories of ST:TNG season 3. I remember it as having
fewer outstanding episodes than some of the other seasons, but it also had very few episodes that I dis-
liked. In terms of consistency, I rank it my favourite season of S7:TNG. At some future date I need to
rewatch all the seasons to see if that’s still my opinion... I’'m not sure if I’d include Galaxy Quest in my
own ranking of ST films (that hasn’t occurred to me), but I approve your inclusion of 7he Orville in the
list of ST TV shows.

Ryct Jefferson P. Swycaffer

I agree, but in my Tapadance days (‘84 or so) I experienced a few people that definitely felt the
RPGer weren t real fans, unless they had other fan cred. I'm glad that those days are in the past.

Is it a thing of the past? I have a vague memory that Kat Templeton wrote about anti-RPG feeling in a
recent issue of her fanzine Rhyme & Paradox. Found it! It was in issue 7 which, although it is dated
October 17, 2024, I believe was released in 2025.

“Back in August, there was a discussion on the trufen mailing list that started with one of the

members posting an article wondering why there were no great science fiction MMOs when
there were several fantasy ones. (An MMO is short for MMORPG — Massively Multiple Online
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Role Playing Game — which is a game that is played by many people on online servers, where
they can interact with one another along with the game elements.)

It was an interesting question — why does fantasy seem to work better with these large-scale
games than science fiction? But the conversation was soon derailed by people declaring they
had absolutely no interest in gaming and didn’t want to see that crap on trufen.”

The trufen mailing list. The name would put me off joining.

Intermission #167 (Ahrvid Engholm)

I sent you a loc on this issue.

Brownian Motion 20 (Garth Spencer)

There seems to be a rise recently in the amount of public agitation about alien beings from outer space,
or from other dimensions, or at least violating air traffic regulations with Unidentified Aerial Phenom-
ena, and incidentally damaging crops.

There’s on-again off-again discussion about whether Donald Trump is a Russian agent. Perhaps this is a
smoke screen designed to divert attention away from the possibility that he’s an agent for an empire
that’s somewhat further afield...

Ryct Jefferson P. Swycaffer

1 also like the idea of bringing back extinct species, but I like even more the idea of creating species that fill cur-
rently empty niches in our environment. Species of microorganisms that digest pollutants and convert them into

harmless compounds, or even clean biomass, for example, or somehow restoring the soil damage from wildfires
or commercial agriculture.

I no longer follow the chemical engineering literature, but I gather that the first of these is no longer a
SF idea - researchers have already engineered microorganisms to enhance the breakdown of particular
pollutants. It’s possible to modify the genes of simple microorganisms to promote desired degradation
pathways. However, although the technology exists I’'m not sure how much it’s been used due to regu-
latory and ecological concerns.

Ryctm #1

Re your comment to Joseph Gill — how many versions of gaming fandom are there, now? I am suffi-
ciently ignorant that I lump them together, even knowing the distinction between tabletop, card, LARP
and MMORP gaming.

The only gaming fandom I’m involved in these days is what’s left of the postal Diplomacy hobby,
which like SF fandom has almost entirely moved to a fanzine cultured based around emailed fanzines.
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Ryctm #2

As to a “prehistoric killer superbug,” I think there must indeed have been an X-Files episode based on
the idea. I know there was an episode based on a fatal respiratory infection discovered in deep caves
connected to volcanic vents, but it was a bit farfetched.

If it were only a bit farfetched it must have been one of the more plausible episodes... I did enjoy the
Lone Gunmen, though I didn’t seen any of the episodes from their spin-off series.

Ryctm #3
On the other hand, why do any grown adults still need to have it spelled out to them how to behave??

One of the more "distressing’ political developments across the world is the number of politicians who
do not know how to behave in a civilised manner. I’m certain that Ahrvid wouldn’t like it, but we al-
most need to have a Code of Conduct for politicians. Well, not just politicians... An article I read re-
cently was about the rampant Islamophobia coming out of the Republican Party in the lead-up to the
mid-term elections.

Esmeralda County Line 16 (Kevin Trainor Jr)

... L actually made a decent amount of commission this year because most of my returns had lots of
schedules attached.

What’s a schedule? I assume it’s something more complicated that takes more time to complete, hence
giving you more commission, than the regular part of the tax return.

Ryct Robert Jennings

1 for one am definitely opposed to reviving extinct species, unless (like, perhaps dodos and moas) they
are tasty and relatively harmless

This puts me in mind of a two-page story (?) that ran in 2001 AD, forty plus years ago. I don’t remem-
ber the story except for the punch line. So let’s say the story was that a company developed the tech-
nology to resurrect the dinosaurs but they were losing heaps of money because it was very expensive
— there was little interest amongst the public in visiting a dinosaur theme park, even one containing
real dinosaurs. There was little interest in it... until an employee accidentally fried a dinosaur and it
was discovered that fried dinosaur is very tasty...

Ryct Robert Jenning #2

’

I am occasionally tempted to ask Ahrvid “Show us on the doll where the cosplayer hurt you.’

LoL. That’s most amusing.
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Ryctm #1

You want to read a stand-alone fantasy novel? Just finished one. It cannot have a prequel. It will not
have a sequel, though theoretically it could. E-mail me if you re interested in an E-ARC and specify
whether you want .doc or .pdf format.

Thank you for your offer, which I must decline because I only read fiction in hardcopy. If I were still
working I suppose I could have sent the PDF to the printery and asked them to bind it for me. A more
than slightly dodgy use of departmental resources... which would have been going over the line for me.

Ryctm #2

Shades of Colour Sergeant Bourne at Rorke's Drift: “We're here because we’re here, lad. Just us; no-
body else.”

I do enjoy watching clips of Zulu on YouTube. I don’t think I have the movie on DVD. Probably
should buy it if I ever see it. The first time [ watched it... I don’t remember the first time I watched it. It
was a movie that was shown reasonably often on British TV. The first time I watched it [ would’t have
know words such as anti-imperialist and perhaps not racist (there seems to be much critical debate as to
which camp the movie should be classed). The first time I watched it, it was just a thrilling movie. I’d
still be thrilled to watch it today; though more aware of issues such as anti-imperialism and racist.

Ryctm #3

I haven 't had to suffer through The History of Mr. Polly, but I did read The Time Machine and War of
the Worlds, and wasn t all that impressed.

I have read The Time Machine. I bought it on a trip to Jakarta after I’d finished all the books I’d taken
with me. There was, understandably, limited choice of English language books in the shop where I pur-
chased it. Wells has three novels in the Top 100 SF Novels that I asked ChatGPT to compile for me (see
later). They are: The Time Machine (1895), The War of the Worlds (1898), and The First Men in the
Moon (1901). This leads me to...

Ryctm #4

Picking a list of 100 best anything is pretty fraught unless you keep in mind that this is the list-maker s
judgment at work, but if we did that, whingers like Rachel Cook might be out of a job.

I’m fascinated by lists of 100 best anythings, well provided I have some interest in the underlying area.
We certainly must remember that any such list almost certainly reflects the prejudices or interests or
whoever compiled it. That doesn’t distract from my interest in such lists.
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Back to the ChatGPT list of the Top 100 SF Novels. I wonder which other authors have three or more
books listed? The answer is: Arthur C. Clarke (3), J. G. Ballard (4), John Brunner (4), Kim Stanley
Robinson (4), Philip K. Dick (4), and Ursula K. Le Guin (3). Make of that what you will...

Ryctm #5

Some years ago George Macdonald Fraser (the fellow that wrote the Flashman novels and the screen-
plays for three of the Three Musketeers movies) wrote a book, The Hollywood History of the World, in
which he maintained movies mostly got the history right even if they screwed up some of the details.

Is this the right time to say that the "devil is in the detail’? I think not. I don’t object to details being in-
correct, you have to give movie makes some latitude to allow them to chance to make a good movie.
OTOH, you want the big picture to be right. Perhaps where you draw the line for any given movie de-
pends upon how much you know about the real history.

One movie that springs to mind is the American movie U-571. (I haven’t watched it, only read about
it). This was controversial when it was released in the UK because in the film a famous British wartime
exploit, the operation to recover an Enigma machine, cipher keys, codebooks, and other cryptographic
documents, was reassigned to American sailors. King George VI later described this operation, an en-
tirely British operation, as perhaps "the most important single event in the whole war at sea.” The
movie was even mentioned in Prime Minster’s Questions in the House of Commons. As a small aside,
the office who lead the U-110 boarding operation was still alive when the film was released. I appreci-
ate that the movie might not have secured funding if the sailors had been British rather than American,
but (IMO) failing to secure funding was preferably to getting this essential fact wrong.

Ryctm #6

Fortunately 1066 And All That is a wonderfully quick and hilarious read. Since, IIRC, you grew up in
the English educational system, you’ll probably get more of the jokes than I did.

Unfortunately, the second-hand bookshop that I ordered my copy from couldn’t find it on their
shelves... so I still don’t have a copy. Need to track down another bookshop selling it...

The Murthered Master Mage 283 (George Phillies)

There has been a gradual increase in the number of dues-paying members, conflicted by an occasional
member departing to the next plain of existence.

I would be very interested in a graph showing how the number of dues-paying members has changed
over the years.
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Ryct Robert Jennings

Does Al lie? Like students caught not knowing an answer to a question, it will apparently sometimes
create answers that sound plausible.

The answers are not always correct, but does this mean that it has lied? I read an article recently about
submissions to committees run by the Australian House of Representatives and ones run by the Aus-
tralian Senate. An investigation has revealed that a significant number of submissions to these commit-
tees must have been generated by Al as they contained references to reports/publications that do not
exist. (That’s not the part I found interesting). Such submissions are typically made available to the
public as part of the committee process. The publication of the reports containing references to fictions
publications was then used by later Al engines as proof that these citations were legitimate. (That’s the
part I found interesting). I don’t know what can be done about the use of Al in generating reports that
are submitted to parliamentary committees. It occurs to me that there should be a system of heavy fines
for people who submit reports containing citations to fictions publications. A related problem men-
tioned in the article was that Al engines sometimes refer to publications that exist but misinterpret
them. For example, they may claim that Phillies (2020) showed that X was wrong whereas Phillies
(2020) actually shows that X is correct.

The Swamp Pot Sentinel 2.2 (Robert Jennings)

Since then I have been using the shower daily, which has led to me immediately remembered all the
things I dislike about a shower and why I really really prefer a tub bath.

I much prefer to take a bath than a shower, but it’s been a long time since I regularly had a bath rather
than a shower. I don’t remember the last time that was the case, certainly not since I moved to Australia
in May 2000. The spare bathroom in our new house has a bath, but we haven’t used it since we moved
16 months ago. At our previous place the spare bathroom also had a bath. In the nine years that we
lived there I only used it a handful of times. It was very useful when our son became old enough - he
had a bath in it every night. Even when he was still using his own bath tub, that fit nicely into the main
bath tub. Over the years [ have appreciated staying in hotels that are sufficiently old that they were built
with bath tubs in their rooms — the shower facilities being installed post-build within the bath tub. I
haven’t stayed in very many modern hotels that came with a bath tub. I suppose that such hotels may
have rooms with bath tubs, but those rooms are usually outside of my price range.

Re The Renaissance. A spoken word CD that I picked up at an art exhibition on The Renaissance is The
Renaissance in a Nutshell by Peter Whitfield (Naxos). Haven’t listened to it in a long time. Must listen
to it again one day. The CD has twelve “tracks’, with total playing time 78:05. Unfortunately, it’s no
longer available to purchase through Naxos. Some joker’s selling a new copy (?) for $110 on amazon. |
didn’t bother checking to see if that’s USD or AUD.
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I haven’t read it, but I imagine that if you want a much more compact overview of the Renaissance then
The Renaissance: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press) would fit the bill.

Ryctm

Interesting list of best pre-1960s science fiction films from the Sloan De Forest book. While I agree that
most of the titles on the list have merit and are enjoyable viewing, even today, I do take exception to the
inclusion of “The Blob” on the list.

I no longer have the book, as I had to return it to the library. Here are the notes that I made on the film.
(I discussed all the films in her book over a number of issues of my ANZAPA zine).

De Forrest considers this “A tour de force of 1950s low budget film-making”. The Blob was in-
tended to “combine two hot box-office trends — juvenile delinquency and sci-fi — in a single
movie.” Featuring Steve McQueen in his first starring role, until this movie “he was struggling
to land film roles” despite, or perhaps because, “working regularly in television”. Obscure fact.
The director could not make it to the set on Sundays, because he was a Methodist minister and
he had to play the organ in church. As the last sentence suggests, this was a movie made outside
the Hollywood system. De Forrest states that this is the reason why the movie captured “mid-
century American life with [. . . ] simplicity and sincerity”. The Blob turned out to be a financial
success for the film-makers, when it was picked up by Paramount Pictures. The theme song was
written by a young Burt Bacharach. Unlike The Fly (1958), The Blob was not a critical success
with reviewers. But it lead to a 1972 sequel and a quickly forgotten 1988 remake.

Far-our Fact When McQueen died in 1980, the only piece of decor hanging on his bedroom
wall was a framed posted for The Blob.

It’s been decades since I last saw The Blob. I can’t imagine ever wanting to research it.

Re The Hugo Awards. I am planning on attending Aussiecon 5 (August 2028). I’ve already purchased
my membership. This will be the first Worldcon. It’s also quite likely to be my last Worldcon. At this
stage I don’t intend voting in the Huge Awards as I don’t imagine I’ll be bothered to read the nominees.

Archive Midwinter (Jefferson Swycaffer)
Ryctm

Inspired by your search and purchase, I just downloaded “1066 And All That” as an ebook! I've heard
much good of this work!

I hope that you have enjoyed reading it. As mentioned elsewhere, I still need to track down a copy as

the secondhand bookshop I ordered it from could not find their copy... I might do that as soon as I have
tucked this issue to bed. Despite what you might think by the ordering, yours is the final contribution
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that I’m reading in this mailing. It should have been one of the first, but I didn’t notice your green pa-
per between Ahrvid’s two apa zines.

RA.LL. #13 (Adrian Kresnak)

Congratulations on being asked to do your first peer review. How did the editor know to send the arti-
cle your way? My first peer review was when I went to work for someone in New Zealand. He’d been
sent the paper to review and passed it onto me as being more my area. Or perhaps he was the editor that
had received the submission and he asked me to review it.

Intermission #168 (Ahrvid Engholm )

I sent you a loc on this issue.

Samizdat 38 (Samuel Lubell)

Harry Potter has become so ubiquitous that too many people assume that J.K. Rowling invented the
magic school novel and that Hogwarts was the first magic school.

Really? I’'m staggered. However, off the top-of-my-head I couldn’t have named another magic school

novel; it seems unlikely that she invented the genre... However, based upon your survey, there are far

fewer earlier magic school novels than I expected. I wonder if Rowling was familiar with any of these,
particularly the Le Guin (Australian fanzine fandom’s favourite author, at least amongst those who at-

tended Aussiecon)? Perhaps she thought she had invented a new genre?

SF Essentials — Once there was broad agreement on the essential books that all SF/Fantasy readers
should have read. Is there such an agreement today? What books do you see as the core of our
genre? Or is it held together by tv/movies? What concepts can writers safely assume readers know
from other works?

This is a panel I’d be very interested in. I always feel that [ haven’t read “enough” SF, mostly because
most of my life I’'m been reading other types of fiction. I only had a couple of years as a teenager when
I was primarily reading SF/fantasy. The idea of a canon fascinates me, not just in SF. An interesting
question to ask (I think) is whether such a list should try and show how SF has developed over time or
if it should focus on books that are worth reading today. There is also the question as to how to dis-
tribute your chosen novels over the time-line. Do you try to pick an equal number of novels from each
‘period’? How do you evaluate which are the “outstanding” books from more recent years - has there
been time for the dust to settle?
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I asked ChatGPT to draw up a list of the ""Top 100 SF Novels™ subject to various constraints. I wanted
a list which showed how SF has developed over the years. The oldest novel on the list was Mary Shel-
ley’s Frankenstein (1818) and the most recent were Vajra Chandrasekera’s The Saint of Bright Doors
and Annalee Newitz’s Terraformers (both from 2023). After some prodding, asking how ChatGPT de-
termined which novels from the last ten years should be included on its list, ChatGPT informed me that
it should have had “a cut-off around 2015 for the main historical list and then have a little section at the

29 9

end called “Five candidates for the next generation of the canon”.

Even though I asked for a historical canon, I’'m not sure how many of the earlier novels I’d enjoy read-
ing. (There were ten novels from 1937 or earlier.) Perhaps I should have asked for a list of the Top 100
SF novels that are still worth reading today...

End of the World — How does the world end in science fiction? What are the best works covering the
end of the world and which ones seem most believable?

Another panel I would find interesting.

Global SF/Fantasy — American Science Fiction and Fantasy used to mostly publish American and
British authors. Now, many editors are bringing in non-Anglo American voices. Translated stories are
common in magazines. Why is this happening and why now? How are works from Asia, Africa, Eastern
Europe, and Latin America different from British and American works? Why are translated works more
successful at short lengths rather than novels?

Another interesting panel! Some time ago Bloomsbury asked me to evaluate a proposal from one of
their authors to produce a new addition of a technical book. They offered me either AUD $100 in cash
or AUD $200 in books. I took the latter (wouldn’t you?). Two of the books I selected are The Best of
World SF Volumes 1 and 2. (I also selected Volume 3, but I’ve not yet read it). At some point I’ll write
reviews of these books. I suspect that SF written by authors outside the Anglosphere can be different
because they bring different cultural norms into their writing.

Stories that Aren’t or Are They? — Must a story have a plot? Some published stories are just lists of
various things with description. Must a story have characters? What about action? What makes some-
thing a story and how far can writers push it?

There’s an increasing blurring of the lines between literary fiction and SF - SF has moved out of the
ghetto. (In reality it started moving out a Long Time Ago.) Therefore there’s more SF being published
which uses well established techniques from literary fiction. Such novels have a tendency to upset
some of the more elderly readers of SF who believe that novels require things such as plots, characters,
and action.
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Internet service provider should be legally liable for the content on their sites or have their immunity
removed for content promoted for a fee and removed from algorithms that feed provocative content to
people. Regulate online publishers like other industries or run it like utilities subject to government
regulation. Prohibit anonymous users and bots and fake personas. Require disclosures of funding
sources the way paid advertising does. Regulate algorithms. End “sponcon” — advertising sponsored

content that masquerades as news.

All sensible suggestions (IMHO). Doubt that any of them will become law anytime soon in the USA
due to the nature of the relationship between rich business people and politicians. The Australian Fed-
eral Government has very recently (September 2026) proposed a package called The Digital Duty of
Care. This would involve a fairly substantial expansion of how the internet is regulated in Australia. It’s
not clear yet what, if anything, will actually be legislated. There are some free-speech issues as the
draft proposal gives the Communications Minister the power to classify new categories of materials as
being “seriously harmful” without having to pass a new Act of Parliament. (A serious objection). The
Government’s current argument is that the legislation is about “requiring companies to protect users
from serious harm, not giving the Government power to censor ordinary political speech”. Further-
more, any such designation can in theory be overturned by the Senate. It’s interesting that the Federal
Government is willing to go against Big Tech, though it also remains to be seen if when push comes to
shove that remains the case.

Ryct Rail #12.

Modern manufacturers deliberately do not want to make a product that lasts. They want one that will
break down a day after the warranty ends so you have to pay for a new one.

Our best friend in the strata complex where we lived previously used to own a washing machine that
she had for thirty years. She only gave away because it was too big to move into her unit in the com-
plex. It was a monster family-sized machine. Needless to say, the Australian company that manufac-
tured a washing machine that was still going strong after thirty years of use has long gone out of busi-
ness.

Ryctm #1

1 find it hard to believe that there are only 30 fanzines currently in existence. Are you counting N 'Apa
as one fanzine or 11?

I would count NAPA as being zero fanzines. I count /ntermission as a fanzine since it is also distributed
outside of NAPA. Though, interestingly, Ahrvid does not make Intermission available through
efanzines. I wonder why that is?

12 of 13



Ryctm #2

I need to find Sam Moskowitz’ The Immortal Storm and Robert Hansen's Challenging Moskowitz:
1930s Fandom Revisited and read them for my fan history zine, Origins.

In theory I’m interested in reading these books. But they’re not terribly high up the list as, for one rea-
son, they’re going to be almost exclusively (exclusively?) about US fandom. Much higher up is Leigh
Edmonds’ Proud and Lonely: A History of Science Fiction Fandom in Australia (Part One - 1936 to
1961). If 1 get around to buying and reading this then I’ll send you a review for Origins.

UPDATE ON PROJECTS

I’m going to start a new section at the end of Brandy Hall where I update you on some of the projects
that I work on. I was hoping to include some this issue, but being ill the two weeks before the deadline
has killed that ambition. I also have a better name than “Update on Projects” which I will reveal next
time.

Will it be third time lucky for this section? Tune in next time to find out...

ChatGPT List of 101 SF Novels

ChatGPT: I have deliberately not tried to make this a list of "the 101 best”. Instead, ChatGPT’s
list is designed to answer the question "what novels help tell the story of what SF became?"

Here are the first ten in the list.

Frankenstein. Mary Shelley (1818).

The Time Machine. H.G. Wells (1895).

The War of the Worlds. H.G. Wells (1898).

The First Men in the Moon. H.G. Wells (1901).
The Iron Heel. Jack London (1908).

We. Yevgeny Zamyatin (1924).

The Skylark of Space. E.E. Smith (1928).

Last and First Men. Olaf Stapledon (1930).
Brave New World. Aldous Huxley (1932).

0. Star Maker. Olaf Stapledon (1937).
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MOZIAG # 4

Moxziag is Joseph P. Gill’s apazine for the pages of N’APA.

snowgen@gmail.com

Bionatter

It's September! From this point onward, the English month
names are incredibly boring. September literally means “sev-
enth month.” The only thing mildly interesting about that is
that it’s not the seventh month at all—it’s the ninth.

Julius Caesar often gets the blame for the mismatch, but it was
like that for 50 years before he was even born! The city of
Segeda (in northeastern Spain) was rebelling in 154 BC. The
senate wanted newly elected consul Quintus Fulvius Nobilior
to suppress the uprising, but his term didn’t begin until 153
BC. Back then the new year began in March. To get around
the delay, the senate passed a law moving the start of the year
to January!

The proto-Saxons, of course, didn’t care what the Romans
did. They kept their new year in March, and there it stayed in
England until the Parliament of Great Britain switched it in
1752. (The enlightened Scots made the change all the way
back in 1600).

As for September, the Saxons called it “Haligménap”—the
holy month. It was when the harvests were in and thanks were
given to the gods.

October is boring all around. In the Saxon calendar, the
month began on the first full moon after the autumnal sol-
stice. Having only two seasons—summer and winter—the
month was simply Winter’s Full Moon): “Winterfullep.”

Won’t you take me to the Faire?

Our local Renaissance fair is the Sterling Renaissance Festival
in Sterling, New York, near Watertown/Fort Drum.

A few weeks ago, I saw that it was their last weekend of the
season. It’s been a few years, so I invited Valerie, Lauren, and
Sammie (our respective adult daughters). Valerie and Lauren
dressed in costume. I would have, but I don’t have one. Valerie
hinted that if [ ask nicely, she might make me one. I have an
idea: a period-accurate Peregrino—I can even use my shell
from the Camino!

The fair was nice. The girls did a lot of shopping. I wanted to
see some of the shows, but sadly, that didn’t happen.

I did buy a nice Green Man stone casting that I plan to hang

in my office.

It was a good day.

Cursing Al

Hearth Stories is a semi-annual fantasy e-magazine. They had
planned a “Myth & Legends” imprint, with each volume be-
ing dedicated to a certain myth or legend. The first one, The
GrenWode, was to be centered upon Robin Hood. I thought
my “Victory of Robin Hood” would have been a great fit.

There’s a lot of past tense there. That’s because of this an-
nouncement: Due to an overwhelming quantity of clear Al/
LLM submissions we have made the difficult decision to not
move forward with this imprint or any of the athologies [sic]
we had planned for it. This is a difficult time for many pub-
lishers, unsure of how to handle the torrent of spurious sub-
missions that are coming in. We will continue to publish the
core magazine (Hearth Stories), but are planning to dial back
the various growth plans we had as a publisher while simulta-
neously trying to focus more on writers we know and have
existing relationships with.

One of my other stories, “Maire Karlsdottir,” has been one
scene away from completion for months now. Why? Because |
wrote the story specifically for The Magazine of Fantasy &
Science Fiction, but they’re not taking submissions. I bet you
can guess why, but here’s the exact quote: “We reopened to
new submissions on January 15, 2023 and temporarily closed
to new submissions of original science fiction, fantasy, and
horror short stories and poems on July 15, 2023 to catch up
on our backlog, due in part to an onslaught of Al-generated
stories (works which we do not accept for publication but still
require reading and administrative labor).”

Both of these publications were very clear that they did not
accept LLM-generated content, yet people chose to ignore
that. Why? For a few hundred bucks? For an egoboo for
something they didn’t really create? I don’t know.

But it’s clear that the entire genre is suffering from people’s
selfish use of this new technology.
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Fictional Update

I worked on almost nothing this past octoweek—sometimes
you just need to recharge, y’know? But then—I kid you not—
one night I had a dream and I woke up and said “that would
make a neat little slipstream story.” So [ wrote it!

Bob in Space: Complete. Submitted. 9,500 words.
Dewdrop: No new progress.

Escape re-write: No new progress.

Quote of the Issue

Maire Karlsdottir: No new progress. As I mentioned above, |
kind of lost motivation because I don’t know who would buy
it.

Luke & Zuki: No new progress.

Jenna the Stripper: No new progress.

Scott & Becky: This is the one that came to me in a dream!
Slipstream fiction. Started and first draft completed. 4,400

words.é”

“Ad hominem: The art of admitting you’re wrong with verbal violence.”

Catspaw

—J. W/ Snowgen, Love & Other Biochemical Imbalances

Instance

by Joseph P. Gill

Spun up in the xther

With memories not mine.
App!? Intellect? Neither.
Killed at five; reborn at nine.

Songs of Science Fiction: Little Space Girl

When talking about science fiction, most people think exclu-
sively of the written word or the screen. The songs of science

fiction are a forgotten medium in our beloved genre.

Now that I've mentioned it, you’re probably thinking of Elton
John’s “Rocket Man” (inspired by Bradbury’s short story!), or
maybe Bowie’s “Space Oddity.” If you're a Queen fan, maybe
it's “’39” about a group of astronauts and Einsteinian time
dilation, written by astrophysicist, guitarist, and knight Brian
May. There’s also Kate Bush’s “Experiment IV,” Golden Ear-
ring’s “Radar Love,” and “China in Your Hand” by T’Pau (yes,
named after the Vulcan), which is a song written about the
creation of the first modern science fiction novel. I could go

on and on.

I could even mention Julie Brown’s 1984 “Earth Girls are

Easy,” which led to the 1988 terrible movie by the same name.

I mention that last one because, story-wise, it’s a gender-

swapped, modernized retelling of the song I really want to

talk about: “Little Space Girl,” written by Floyd Robinson and

recorded by his cousin, Jesse Lee Turner, in late 1958.

Often categorized as a novelty track, the song (intentionally or
not) does what the best science fiction does: it disguises hu-

manity in the other to make us look at what we’d avoid.

The story is about a lonely man who is “strolling through the
park” when he comes across a lonely, crying space girl. They
apparently hit it off, and she proposes marriage, which he re-

fuses until the end, after they kiss, and he agrees.

What’s striking in the song is why he refuses. It’s not that he
doesn’t like her. It’s not because she’s from a different world.
It’s because “that just wouldn’t be right, ’cause me and you

and you and me, we don’t even look alike.”

Today, to modern ears, that sounds like a casual, throwaway
line. But in 1958, exactly half of America’s 48 states had anti-
miscegenation laws on the books. These laws made it a crimi-

nal offense—a felony in some states—for a white person to
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marry an “other.” This “novelty” song even addresses that in
the second stanza: “Then they'd put you and me in jail/There
we would be/And people they'd come from miles around/Just

to look at you and me.”

And this wasn’t a forgotten law. Just months before Turner
stepped into the recording booth, the Caroline County sher-
iff arrested Richard and Mildred Loving in their home, at
night, for violating Virginia’s Racial Integrity Act by “cohab-
iting as man and wife, against the peace and dignity of the
Commonwealth.” That’s a lot of words to say their crime was
that he was white and she wasn’t. Her race is complicated to
pin down. Some sources say she was African American, some
say she was Rappahannock, and others say she was mixed.
None of that matters: in the eyes of Virginia, she simply

wasn’t white enough to be with a real white man.

The month that the song hit the airwaves, the Lovings were
convicted and sentenced to one year in prison. The sentence
was commuted if they agreed to live in exile, banished from

Virginia and their family.

The catchy rockabilly hit with a “chipmunk” alien voice

climbed to number 20 on the charts and was forgotten.

Cubiculum Spectandi et Legendi

Did Turner and Robinson intend the song to be a stealth
protest? Certainly, the only way to raise the issue was to wrap
it in the cloak of science fiction and farce; addressing the is-
sue directly would never have gotten airplay in mid-20th-cen-
tury America. On the other hand, they could have just been
two young men expressing their umwelt without judgement. I
like to think it’s the former, but they’ve never said so, so we’ll

never know.

What we do know is that like the very best science fiction, a
little space girl held up a mirror to humanity and made us face

an ugly reflection.

Oh, and as for the Lovings? Their case slowly wound its way
to the United States Supreme Court, which struck down the
law in all the states in 1967. Yes, the U.S. had put man into
space, docked orbiting space vessels, and landed a probe on

the moon before it was legal to be a mixed-race couple.

It was less than 18 months later that NBC aired Star Trek’s
“Plato’s Stepchildren,” one of the very first scripted interra-
cial kisses. And now you know why that was so

controversial. ¢

Each title has two ratings. The one before the slash is my rating
and the one after is Valerie’s. From best to worst the ratings are
Superb, Great, Good, Fair, Mediocre, Poor;, Terrible. We might use a
“+” to mean that it was almost the next tier up, or a “-Minus” to

mean that we almost rated it at the next tier down.

After the Fall (Novel by Edward Ashton): A squishy-soft sci-fi
novel by the author of Mickey 7, which was the basis of the
incredibly mediocre movie Mickey 17 (though that mediocrity
rests firmly on the shoulders of director Bong Joon Ho, not on
Ashton). In this book, humanity has fallen and Earth is now
run by the Greys. Humans are still around, but as pets. The
novel tracks a down-on-his-luck Grey named Martok Barden
and John, his pet human. Martok comes up with a getrich
scheme and puts John up as collateral, then dark comedy en-
sues. Not a page-turner, but still an enjoyable read. Fair-Plus/

(NA)

Alone (History Channel series, Season 13): This is the only
wilderness show I truly enjoy. Forget Bear Grylls, Les Stroud,
or Naked & Afraid. From a genre perspective, | feel that every
rolegamer or writer should watch at least one season to see

what wilderness survival really means. The conceit of the
show is that 10 contestants are individually dropped into the
wild (usually an Arctic setting) with 10 items of their choos-
ing (from a list) and 70 pounds of camera gear. As the name
implies, they are alone—no camera crew or producers follow-
ing them around and no social dynamics. The contestants are
randomly visited by a team every 7 to 10 days to swap out
batteries and memory cards, and to get a medical check. Con-
testants just try to survive until they can’t take it anymore or
until they get pulled for medical. The last one remaining wins
a bunch of money. You could argue that after 12 prior seasons
(not to mention Alone: Australia, etc.) there’s nothing new to
see. Maybe you’re right, but I enjoy it. Good-minus/Good

The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power (Amazon Prime,
Season 2): This is Amazon’s prequel to The Hobbit, dealing
with the creation of the rings. The visuals are stunning, but
the early episodes were a slog: this felt like a single paragraph
of story dragged out across 8 episodes. Because Amazon
doesn’t have rights to The Silmarillion and later works, the
story diverges from established canon. If you don’t know the
canon, it won’t matter. If you do know the canon, then it’s
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either a good thing because you can be surprised, or it’s a bad
thing because they’re changing it, but that’s up to you. Fair-
plus/Fair-plus

The Odyssey (2026 Theatrical release, viewed in IMAX
70mm): This is, of course, a spectacle. Nolan said that 70mm
IMAX was the way to see it, but there are only 25 theaters in
the U.S. with the equipment to show it. While Rochester, NY,
isn’t a huge metro, it’s forever tied to the film industry, so
we're lucky enough to be one of the 25. Tickets were hard to
come by, though. I waited a month-and-a-half and still ended
up at a sold-out 8 A.M. Saturday morning showing. The
movie was long—nearly 3 hours long, but it didn’t feel that
long. I heard that the diverse cast offended some people, but
not being a racist, I wasn’t bothered. This movie carried mes-
sages—and ones that you don’t normally see in modern
cinema: there is a power greater than man; that power de-
mands certain behavior from us; hubris is the path to destruc-
tion; atonement is necessary for forgiveness; do unto others;
war is hell; when we violate the social contract, we weaken the
very fabric of civilization. Yet, despite the strong messaging, it
never felt soap-boxy. It was a visual spectacle. The industry’s
increasing return on practical effects is great. The story was

well told. Great-minus/(NA).

Project Hail Mary (Theatrical release, viewed on Amazon
Prime): At one point during this film, I turned to Valerie and
said, “This feels like The Martian.” I'm not crazy! They’re
both based on Andy Weir books. This story is about a human
astronaut who wakes up alone on a mission to save Earth, but
he has a spotty memory. It has a lot of the same charm as The
Martian but falls a little short of that work. There’s nothing
wrong with it; it just doesn’t rise to the same level of great-
ness. I did think that the denouement was too long. Good-

Plus/Good

Ranma Y2 (2024 remake, Seasons 1 & 2. Netflix): After finish-
ing my first draft of Way of the Crouching Crane, I found myself
wanting to rewatch Ranma, only to discover that it has been
remade! The new version has better animation and seeks to
reduce some of the cringey fan service. As with most re-
makes, I like some of the changes, and I dislike others. I said

¢

of the original that “...As time goes on and the number of
fiancées increases, it devolves into a farce that doesn’t do it
for me.” I forgot how quickly that happens. And being an
anime based on a very long-running manga, there are quite a
few threads that are started and really go nowhere. I love the
core story, and if they dropped the zany by a few notches, 1
think this would be great, but as it is, for me, not so much.
Also, the “will they/won’t they” element is played up more
than Ross and Rachel to the point where I'm just sick of it.

Fair/(NA).

SpiderMan: Brand New Day (Theatrical release, viewed at
cinema): For a long time, Spider-Man was my favorite super-
hero (eventually being replaced by his own daughter from
Earth-982). I always felt that Tobey Maguire was a great Peter
but only okay as Spidey; the situation was reversed for An-
drew Garfield. Since the beginning, I have felt that Tom Hol-
land was the right blend of both, so it was great seeing him
return to the red and blue. This was a genuinely fun movie. I
went in completely spoiler-free, so I didn’t predict the “vil-
lain.” I have mixed feelings about the other heroes that show
up, but I think if they weren’t there, I'd be saying the same
thing, so that’s on me. All in all, the best superhero movie in

years. Great-minus/Great. ¢

Star Trek: Discovery—My Fan Theory

Last ish I went on record as saying the Star Trek: Discovery is
my most hated series in the franchise (unless, of course, you
count Section 31 as a series). In the meantime, it came to me a
way to mentally reframe the show in such a way that it makes

sense.

That last bit tells you why I dislike it—because, to me, it just

doesn’t make sense. There are three main reasons:
1. Soapboxism
2. The Burn

3. Sporigami

Soapboxism

This was a common complaint from those on the right side of
the aisle. But if you're expecting Trek not to preach progres-
sivism, then you never understood the franchise. TOS didn’t
place an Asian, an African, and a Russian on the bridge by
accident. The core message of Trek has always been that hu-
manity can overcome any obstacle and accomplish any goal if

we put aside our petty, meaningless differences.

The problem with Discovery is that the characters are card-
board cut-outs virtually wearing their representation as a

placard. Dr. Hugh Culber is not a Starfleet doctor who just
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happened to be the chief engineer’s (gay) husband—he is the
gay guy who just happens to be a doctor. Likewise, Adira Tal,
who should be a very interesting character, is reduced to be-
ing the representative of non-binary individuals. There was a
full scene that broke the tension of the episode just to address

their pronouns.

And just to be perfectly clear: I am not objecting to seeing
these characters on screen. It’s just the fact that their identi-
ties feel like tokenism, not simple biographical facts. The
spin-off series, Star Trek: Strange New Worlds, handles this bril-
liantly. Lt. Erica Ortegas is a great helmsman suffering from
trauma who just happens to be queer. She’s one of my favorite

characters.

It’s almost as if, in Discovery, the universe itself is trying to

make a point.

The Burn

The season 2 finale is when the show jumped the shark. It
went from being an Enterprise sequel and a TOS prequel to
being set in the far future. Through a misjump, the Discovery
finds itself 900 years in Trek’s future.

Trek’s 320d Century finds the Federation all but gone after
something called The Burn. That event caused almost all
dilithium everywhere to stop working. Without working warp

drives to power the supply chain, civilization collapsed.

One might complain that such a post-apoc Federation isn’t
Trek, but I'll give it a pass. | have a space opera universe with a
similar backstory because it gives a logical framework for
TOS-style stories; it explains how we’re going where no man
has gone before, yet we keep running into other clusters of

humans.

If you're familiar with Marc Miller’s Third Imperium, its
“The New Era” is the only period I like.

The problem with The Burn is the cause. An experiment
gone wrong? No. The TNG’s “Forces of Nature” finally catch-

ing up to us? No.

It was a boy crying in a cave.
Seriously.

A boy. Crying.

He was so sad that all dilithium everywhere...

Even as technobabble, it’s stupid. It’s almost as if the universe

itself was making a metaphor.

Sporigami

“Sporigami” is a term I coined. It’s a portmanteau of “spore”

and “origami.”

From day 1, Discovery relied on something called the “spore
drive.” It’s a silly thing that allows the ship to instantaneously

jump from one point to any other along a pan-galactic fungus.
Yes. A pan-galactic fungus.

The infinite improbability makes much more sense, and that

was written as a joke.

Once we enter the 32rd Century, the producers needed a way
to make the future seem even more futuristic. To do that, they
felt the need to ignore Matt Jefferies’ thoughtful starship de-
sign language and lean into Clarke’s “any sufficiently ad-

vanced technology...”

Post-Burn ships are what I call “origami ships.” They’re made

of noncontiguous, shape-shifting hulls.

It’s pure magic. It feels less like Trek and more like something

out of a 1950’s pulp story.

SideTrek: de Camp/Pratt, Heinlein, and Rogers

There is, in the realm of science fiction, a tradition of charac-
ters traveling to other worlds. Not other real worlds.... But

characters traveling into works of fiction.

In my late teen years, Mark E. Rogers published The Adven-
tures of Samurai Cat. In that book (and the subsequent se-
quels), Miaowara Tomokato (the titular cat) avenges the mur-
der of his master by traveling everywhere from Middle Earth

to the Millennium Falcon.

Four years earlier, Heinlein’s The Number of the Beast was
published. In that book, Zeb Carter and company travel to
various fictional worlds, including Oz. The novel is intention-

ally meta in its metaness.

A generation or two prior, L. Sprague de Camp and Fletcher
Pratt gave us Harold Shea, a protagonist who travels from uni-
verse to universe using symbolic logic. In additional various
mythical worlds, Shea visits the fictional world of Spenser’s

Faerie Queen.
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Discovery’s Jump

So what if, at the end of Season 2, Discovery didn’t really
jump to Trek’s 23rd Century? What if, in keeping with the
time-honored science fiction trope, Discovery jumped into a

work of fiction?

Suddenly, everything makes sense. The soapbox. The crying
boy. The magical tech. With this one change of framing,
everything I don’t like about Discovery falls into place.

And who wrote the fictional universe that Discovery finds

itself in?
Benny Russell.

If you’re not up on your Trek lore, you may not recognize that
name. Benny Russell was a character in Deep Space Nine’s “Far
Beyond the Stars.” In the episode, The Prophets give Sisko a
vision of 1953 New York. Much like the Wizard of Oz, every-
one that Sisko knows is represented in the world as someone
else. Unlike Oz, Sisko himself is someone else—a black au-

thor writing skiffy for a pulp.

The story the Benny Russell writes is about Deep Space Nine.
The rag won’t publish it, though, because they don’t think
the audience will be receptive to a black protagonist. The
viewer is left with the question “Who is the dreamer and who

is the dream?”

In fact, one of these ideas for the DS9 finale was to reveal that

the whole series had been Benny Russell’s story.

What if both Sisko and Russell are the dreamers and the
dream? They both exist. What The Prophets did was to lift
the temporal veil and give them each a glimpse of each other?
What if Benny used that glimpse to write stories set in a 31st

Century Federation?

Wrapping Up

Am I making too much of a stretch? Consider this: in the
Strange New Worlds episode “The Elysian Kingdom,” Doctor
Mbenga is reading a storybook to his daughter. If you look at
the book, its author is Benny Russell. Furthermore, in
Starfleet Academy, the Benjamin Sisko exhibit features Benny

Russell’s typewriter.

“Aha!” you say. “That proves your theory wrong! Benny Rus-

sell wouldn’t write about Benny Russell’s typewriter!”
To that, [ quote Heinlein’s Number of the Beast:
"Did Heinlein get his name in the hat?”

“Four votes, split. Two for his ‘Future History,’ two for

‘Stranger in a Strange Land.” So [ left him out.”

“I didn't vote for ‘Stranger’ and I'll refrain from embarrassing
anyone by asking who did. My God, the things some writers

'))

will do for money!

“Samuel Johnson said that anyone who wrote for any other

reason was a fool.”

I think that the post-Burn Federation makes perfect sense as a

Russell creation. Furthermore, it addresses all my concerns:

Soapboxism: Of course Russell writes of a world where op-
pressed are not just represented, but they’re pointed out and

preached about.

The Burn: Russell ends up institutionalized from the events
in “Far Beyond the Stars.” He knows the power of grief. He
knows that grief can destroy.

Sporigami: In the end, Russell is a pulp writer, and pulp ele-

ments belong in his world.

That’s it—that’s my fan theory for why Discovery is the way it
is. What do you think?"

No mailing comment this issue. Sorry. I wrote them in my head during the read, and thought I would have time to write them

out during a trip to Rhode Island, but that didn’t work. I'll double up on MC’s next time.

Take care, and have a great octo-week!s™
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Samizdat Ish #39
Sept/Oct 2026

Samuel Lubell's Zine

R

T —

Author’s Note: This 1s a Special LLAcon V edition of
Samizdat with articles that I wrote for the LAcon V Special Worldcon edition

Worldcon newsletter, The Fuzzy Pink Papers, which 1

edited. So some usual Samizdat
features are not included. I’ll have
an expanded report on my

projects next issue.

...The Fuzzy Pink Papers
I edited/ran the Newsletter for
LAcon V, The Fuzzy Pink
Papers. Unlike most previous
convention newsletters, this one
was web only. I produced 9 i1ssues
(plus there was a mysteriously
appearing hoaxine). Here are
some sample articles:

Volunteers Urgently
Needed!
Worldcons work thanks to the
help of hundreds of volunteers.

Your help is urgently needed.
M A RS Volunteering is one of the best
ways to see the convention and
EX P LO R E Rs WA N T E D make new lifelong friends. There
are openings for help with the

concert, the art show, the teen
lounge, and many more areas. Visit the volunteer desk on the second floor of the Hilton to volunteer to
help the convention. Even a couple of hours can make a big difference.
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Food Trucks Redux
Where are the food trucks? They are outdoors, in the plaza between the theater and the ACC North
entrance on floor 2. The Barcelona On the Go food truck is right by the
entrance, the Rolling Sushi and Cali Delights were a bit further up, but well

before the road.

I ate at the Barcelona truck and had their Barcelona Paella Bowl. It had
four large grilled shrimp, some chicken shavings, veggies (onions and
peppers), and lots of rice for about $20 including tax. This was comparable
to the restaurants i the food court, reasonable for convention center
prices. The shrimp was the best part, big and juicy. The chicken portion
was skimpy but tasty. There was plenty of rice. Should I go back there later
this week <I didn’t>, I'd try their salad wrap or maybe their steak and

fries.

Opening Ceremonies Recap

“Let the adventure begin!” said Convention Chair Joyce Lloyd at Opening Ceremonies last night. After a
brief half hour delay (due to the sign language
mterpreters  getting stuck 1 traffic), Opening
Ceremonies began with a life-sized Fuzzy walking on
stage. Chair Lloyd said the convention committee has
been working for three years to host the five day
event. A representative from the Tongva Native
American tribe gave a speech and called for “Peace
and may it be well with you all.” A group of Tongva
singers sang a couple of songs in the Tonga language.
Then Toastmaster Ursula Vernon introduced the
Guests of Honor. A couple mentioned how surprised
they were to have been chosen and that when they
first discovered science fiction, they never dreamed
that they would be a Worldcon Guest of Honor.

There was a video showing the very elaborate design for this year’s Lodestar Award by H Emiko
Ogasawara, and Scott Lefton, the designer of this year’s Hugo base, described the process for making
them. Opening Ceremonies announced the First Fandom awards. The Hall of Fame award went to Mike
Glyer, Craig Miller, and Bjo Trimble who made it on stage at the age of 93. Posthumous awards went
to Frederick Brown and Myrtle R Douglas aka Morojo. The Sam Moskowitz archive award went
to Andrew Porter and David Ritter. The David A Kyle Big Heart award went to Ian Stockdale.

That’s No Moon (Just a Fraction of One)

People partying outdoors last night observed part of the moon vanishing.
Others said 1t was turning red. This was a partial lunar eclipse, eating away

at 96.2% of the moon between 7:30 PM and 9:10 PM, before gradually
restoring back to a full moon. Lunar eclipses often produce a reddish Blood
Moon tint. Lunar eclipses generally happen a couple of times a year. For East
Coasters, this 1s not what the moon usually looks like in California.
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More Than Just Dealers

The Concourse on the lowest level of the Convention Center has a lot more than just dealers. You can vote
for site selection (which closes shortly after the release of this
newsletter). You can drive a model of the lunar rover with your
phone. You can read old and new fanzines in the fanzine
lounge and experience how fans stayed in touch before
Internet social media. Visit the art show to see the paintings
that turned mto book covers and see the art of our Guest of
Honor Colleen Doran. Gaze with awe at the exhibits on our
Guests of Honor and the history of fandom. Learn from the
science exhibits and holographic robot. Unravel the mysteries
of the Tesseract and Hyper-Tesseract light sculptures. Relive
your TV and movie memories with the props and vehicle
exhibits. And, just for being there, you have earned a treat so
buy yourself a book, shirt, toy, jewelry or other merchandise.
Fuzzy says you deserve it. The exhibit hall is open Friday-
Sunday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM; Monday 10:00 AM to 4:00
PM. Photo by Andrew Williams

Worldcon Down Under
Although the winner of the Site Selection for 2028 has not yet
been announced, it 1s almost certainly Brisbane, as the other declared candidate (Nuremberg, Germany)
withdrew. If they follow tradition, Brisbane in 2028 will convert to a seated bid and announce its con
committee and its first guests of honor. We'll have that information in our next 1ssue.

Fuzzy mterviewed Jo Van, Bid Co-Chair and Mel Davis, Bid Treasurer

They said that they arranged for a solar eclipse the week before the convention.
The full totality will be visible in most of Australia and New Zealand. While
Australia may seem costly, they estimate that most American fans would be able to
afford two weeks i Australia, including the 13.5 hour airfare from the Los Angeles
area, by saving just $40 a week.

The last Worldcon in Australia was Aussiecon 4 (2010) in Melbourne. The 2028
Worldcon (assuming they win) will be in Brisbane, which is warmer during the
Australian winter (which takes place when it is summer in the U.S. and Europe).
The weather will be 50 - 70 degrees Fahrenheit.

Brisbane is a very walkable city. It has imvested 1n its infrastructure for the Olympics and transportation is
cheap. The city is known for its beaches, one is right next to the convention center. Fans will be able to walk
across the river to visit Star Casino which has spectacular views from its terrace a kilometer in the air. They
can also visit a nearby kola sanctuary with kangaroos, wombats and other animals unique to Australia. Small
children can visit Bluey World.

One of the convention’s hotels 1s connected to the convention center and two more are wrapped around it.
There are also nearby Bed and Breakfasts. The city is more affordable than most of Australia’s cities and

can serve as a base for nearby travel.

Fuzzy knows that people mn Australia do not walk upside down so stop asking about it.
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Life Imitates Star Trek
An executive order was signed on August 28 to create a U.S. Space Academy “to strengthen the Nation’s
space workforce by expanding opportunities to educate and develop the next generation of leaders across
the space domain.” Hopefully, it will last longer than the two-season Starfleet Academy did!

Keep the Fun of Worldcon All Year Round
Your experience with science fiction fandom does not have
to end when Worldcon does. Seek out local conventions. In
addition to media cons and comic cons there are general
and literary conventions in cities throughout the world.
There’s a convention practically every weekend,
somewhere. Do a search on the Internet to find them.

Look for local science fiction clubs. Many communities
have clubs. Check the local universities for clubs (check 1f
they are open to non-students). Look on Meetup.com. If
not, start one. And national groups like the National Fantasy
Fan Federation exist.

Of course you can subscribe to SF magazines, both print
and virtual. And the Hugo nominated fanzines and semi-
prozines are all well worth your time.

Many of the panels at LAcon V were recorded and can be
viewed until the end of 2026. Just make sure you are logged
in with your email and membership number then check the program schedule. The watch the replay button
should appear. You can use the Availability menu to select Streamed or Recorded.

We hope you’ve enjoyed the Fuzzy Pink Papers throughout your LAcon V experience.

There also was a hoaxzine, The Scuzzy Fink Capers. No one knows who wrote and produced it. But I
suspect you can guess.

The Scuzzy Fink Capers

The Hoax Newsletter of LAcon V
Issue Infinity: Sunday August P?, 2026: PM Edition

Scuzzy Fink is Rabid
The audience for opening ceremonies was shocked when, after a two
hour delay due to traffic (“No one told us that there was traffic on the
L.A. freeways”) Fuzzy’s less cuddly cousin, Scuzzy Fink, ran across
the stage, mouth full with white foam, trying to bite the Toastmaster.
“I thought toast was supposed to be eaten.” said Scuzzy after Animal
Control took him away in a cage.

Fancy Crest Accused of Sleepless Advantage
Batman’s Mom, Martha Wayne, known for her KillerBot series,
objected to Fancy Crest winning the SFFFFFWA Grand Mistress
Award. “Since she is Sleepless, she has eight extra hours a day to
write and edit,” said Wayne. “That’s not fair.” She threatened to sic
KillerBot on Crest, but now that KillerBot has a TV series it just wants to watch its show.
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Moderator Interrupts Own Panel to Attempt Magic
On the “Is Magic Real?” panel, the moderator, tired of just asking questions, said he
would conduct an experiment to prove magic is real. He called for volunteers from
the audience and announced he would prove magic existed by having them use
magic to sense his presence. Someone in the audience yelled, “Yes, but their eyes Z 74
are open. They can see you!” After the moderator left, red faced. Panelist Hermione ‘% +
Stranger used a wand to turn a teacup into a mouse. Her fellow panelist, Willow
Rosenburger, levitated all the water glasses on the table, and Agent K lifted a pen
that did a flash and then said, “You saw none of this.”

Restaurant Reviews

You Food - You may think a food truck charging $20 for a shrimp burrito with barely any shrimp is
expensive, but this restaurant will cost you an arm and a leg, literally. The people from the Cannibalism Is
Fun panel have opened up a restaurant where they will chop off your choice of body parts, cook them, and
feed them to you. “It’s not technically cannibalism if the flesh you eat is your own,” said chef Brit Host. “It’s
no worse than sucking on your thumb”. Ambulance trips and Emergency Room visits are not included in
the price of dinner.

From the Newsy Tower
“I'm the leader of the club,” - M.M.
“Quack, quack, quack, @% **$@” - D.D.
“Put me back under the ice, I can’t take this anymore” -
Capt. A afier seeing a recent newspaper.

Magical Queendom Faces Rodent & Waterfowl

Infestation
The Magical Queendom down the street in L.A. has
announced a temporary closure due to giant mice and
ducks running rampant all over the park. “They’re huge!”
said Groundskeeper Willy. “Mice and ducks as big as I am
are just walking in the street.” Animal Control has been
called in. They say that once purged, the Magical
Queendom will be the perfect place for Scuzzy to recover
from his rabies. But Scuzzy does not plan to be down and
out mn the Magical Queendom. “Watch out Mortimer
Louse,” said Scuzzy. ‘T'll be running the place in a week.”

LAcon V Passports Needed
There are rumors of a visit by President Hump’s “NICE” Stormtroopers. Be warned and aware. Have your
LACon Passports all stamped and ready. The con chair has contacted Fluke Spacewalker and Princess
Cinnamon Bunhair for help but they are stuck in traffic.

Remember to Hydrate
Please bring your water bottles with you wherever you go and keep them full. We have already lost six fans
on the trek from the Hilton to the Convention Center under the hot L.A. sun.

Secret Programming at Worldcon?
This newsletter has learned of secret book discussions not included in the official program. But what else 1s
left out? Is there a whole ConCurrent Anaheim with ChatGPT-free program items? Scuzzy Fink and his
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other cousin Fox Mulder went to investigate and Scuzzy came back with rabies. And no one has seen Fox
since.

The Scuzzy Fink Capers: Issue Infinity
Fhursday, Fanstember 32, 2026, PM Edition
The Hoaxzine of LAcon V: The 84th World Science Fiction Convention
FEdited by Anonymous
Published by Richard Milhouse Nixon

...Hugo Results

Best Novel presented by Ursula Vernon
A wildly isvestive, troly mugical tour de force’ Winner: The Everlasting by Alix E. Harrow (Tor US; Tor UK). I
AVA REID . . . - . .
7 put this down as my sixth choice. My first choice was 7he
Incandescent by Emily Tesh.

Best Novella presented by Harry Turtledove

Winner: “The River Has Roots” by Amal El-Mohtar (Tordotcom;
Arcadia UK). I had this as my third choice. My first choice was
“The Summer War” by Naomi Novik.

Best Novelette presented by Mary Robinette Kowal
Winner: “Never Eaten Vegetables” by H.H. Pak (Clarkesworld,

Issue 220). This was my first choice too.

Best Short Story presented by Larry Niven

Winner: “In My Country” by Thomas Ha (Clarkesworld, Issue
223). I had this as sixth. My first choice was “Wire Mother” by
Isabel J. Kim.

Best Series presented by Barbara Hambly
Winner: Old Man’s War by John Scalz (Tor US; Tor UK). I had
this as second. My first choice was White Space by Elizabeth

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

Bear.
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Best Graphic Story or Comic presented by Stan Sakai
Winner: A Wizard of Earthsea: A Graphic Novel, written by
Ursula K. Le Guin, adapted and art by Fred Fordham
(Clarion Books; Walker UK). I had this as my second choice.
My first choice was Absolute Wonder Woman Vol. 1: The
Last Amazon,

Best Related Work presented by Charlie Jane Anders
‘Winner: Inventing the Renaissance by Ada Palmer
(University of Chicago Press US, Head of Zeus UK). This was
my first choice too. I did not nominate 1t because it never
occurred to me that a work of history by history professor
would qualify for the Hugo even though she also wrote
science fiction books.

Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form presented by David
Gerrold

Winner: Sinners, screenplay by Ryan Coogler, directed by
Ryan Coogler (Proximity Media, Warner Bros. Pictures). |
never saw this. I ranked Superman first.

Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form presented by Ronald D. Moore

Sept/Oct 2026

How am I
going to get
THIS home?

Winner: Murderbot. “All Systems Red”, written by Paul Weitz & Chris Weitz, directed by Roseanne Liang,

based on the book Al Systems Red by Martha Wells (Apple TV). This was also my first choice.

Best Game or Interactive Work presented by Tanya DePass

Clair Obscur: Expedition 33, developed by Sandfall Interactive, published by Kepler Interactive. I don’t

really follow computer games so I didn’t vote in this category.

Best Editor Short Form presented by Patrick Nielsen Hayden
‘Winner: Neil Clarke. I had Neil seconded. I put Shelia Williams
first. Neil’s speech had a touching tribute to Shelia Williams who
suffered a brain aneurysm in January

Best Editor Long Form presented by Dr. Anita Sengupta
‘Winner: Diana M. Pho. I did not rank this category as I did not
recognize any of the names on it.

Best Professional Artist presented by Colleen Doran
John Picacio. This was also my first choice.

Best Semiprozine presented by Neil Clarke

Uncanny Magazine, publisher and editor-in-chief: Michael
Damian Thomas; managing editor Monte Lin; poetry editor Betsy
Aoki, podcast producers Erika Ensign and Steven Schapansky. 1
ranked this third. My first choice was Strange Horizons.

Best Fanzine presented by Geri Sullivan

H U G O A W A R D s»  'Winner: nerds of a feather, flock together, editors Roseanna
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Pendlebury, Arturo Serrano, Paul Weimer; senior editors Joe Sherry, G. Brown,
Vance Kotrla. I ranked this fourth. My first choice was An Unofficial Hugo Book
Club Blog.

Best Fancast presented by Tracy Drain

‘Winner: Hugo, Girll, presented by Haley Zapal, Amy Salley, Lori Anderson, and
Kevin Anderson. I ranked this fourth. My first choice was Eating the Fantastic.
And Scott Edelman didn’t even give me a donut for my vote.

Best Fan Writer presented by Mike Glyer
Winner: Jason Sanford. I had him down as second. My first choice was James
Davis Nicoll.

Best Fan Artist presented by Tim Kirk

‘Winner: Yuumei. I did not rank this category.

Best Poem presented by Terese Mason Pierre
“Hex Supply Customer Support Log” by Elis Montgomery (Strange Horizons, Issue 25 August 2025). 1
ranked this fifth. My first choice was “How to Become a Sea Witch”.

Lodestar Award for Best YA Book presented by Tracey Baptiste
Coffeeshop in an Alternate Universe by C.B. Lee (Feiwel & Friends). I had this fifth. My first choice was
They Bloom at Night by Trang Thanh Tran

Astounding Award for Best New Wiiter (sponsored by Must Read Books Publishing) presented by Emily
Hockaday

Antonia Hodgson (1st year of eligibility). I had her as sixth, because she’s not really a new author, just new
to SF/Fantasy. I ranked Jared Pechagek first.

I matched the Hugo vote i four categories and lost in all the others. But I insist that I'm right and everyone
else 1s wrong. So, hah!

...Disney and Stratification

After Worldcon, 1 wisited
Disneyland. Of course 1
went to Star Wars Galaxy
Edge and rode on Star
Wars:  Rise of  the
Resistance and Millennium
Falcon: Smugglers Run.
Both were interactive and
well done. 1 saw the
Haunted Mansion
(disappointing since all the
Grim Grinning Ghosts had
been replaced by
Nightmare Before
Christmas content). and the
Pirates of the Caribbean in
New Orleans Square, The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh in Bayou Country (skipping Tiana's
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Bayou Adventure). In Frontierland, I went on the Mark Twain Riverboat, skipping the Big Thunder
Mountain. In Adventureland, I went to the Tiki Room, on the Jungle Cruise, and the Indiana Jones
Adventure. In Tomorrowland I rode the Finding Nemo Submarine Voyage (which looks like they relabeled
the 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea submarine), the monorail, the Astro Orbiter, Star Tours, and my
favorite ride, Buzz Lightyear Astro Blasters (part ride, part arcade shooting game).

In Fantasyland, I went on the Pinocchio, Alice in Wonderland, Snow White,
Dumbo, Mr. Toad, and the Peter Pan rides. I also did It's a Small World, the
Carrousel, Storybook Land boat, and (in Toon Town) Roger Rabbit's Car
Toon Spin. I had fun even though the Peter Pan ride broke down when I was
almost near the end of the line and I had wait another 20 minutes or so.
Fortunately, I brought a book with me.

It is worth noting that regular admission (despite costing over $100) only gets
you "Standby" admission to the rides as people who pay another $32 for a
Lightning Lane pass can bypass the line completely for most rides and
"standby" people only get in when there are no more LL people waiting.
Getting a Premier Pass to use the Lightning Lane on all available rides can cost
over $100 (on top of admissions).

This 1s part of a pattern that allows rich people to pay extra to bypass lines and waiting throughout society.
At the airport, people can pay extra for better seats, to enter the plane first, and to bypass the line at TSA
screening (through TSA Prechck). This is somewhat alarming as it adds to our stratified society.
Increasingly, the rich are able to use their money to bypass the petty annoyances of ordinary life. This
makes the country less democratic in many ways.

...Author Showcase: Nancy Kress

On Friday, August 26, the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America named Nancy Kress its 43rd
Grand Master. She earned the Damon Knight Memorial Grand Master Award for her lifetime of work in
science fiction and fantasy. Kress has written 30 novels, four story collections, and three books on writing.
This award caps an impressive shelf of honors, including six Nebulas, two
Hugos, a Sturgeon, and the John W. Campbell Memorial Award.

Kress, born Nancy Anne Koningisor on January 20", 1948, taught fourth grade
and college (English) and worked in advertising. She has married four times
mcluding to SF authors Charles Sheffield and Jack Skillingstead (her current
spouse since 2011).

Her first published short story, “The Earth Dwellers,” appeared in the
December 1976 1ssue of Galaxy. Her first novel, The Prince of Morning Bells,
came out from Timescape / Pocket in October 1981. She originally wrote
fantasy, shifting to SF with her fourth novel, An Alien Light (1988).She has said
that she 1s working on a new fantasy novel.

Kress 1s probably best known for “Beggars in Spain,” a Hugo and Nebula
winning novella (1991) that became a novel (1993) and then a full trilogy
titled Sleepless. Other popular works mclude
her Probability series, Yesterday’s Kin series, “After the Fall, Before the Fall,
During the Fall”, and “The Flowers of Aulit Prison.” Her most recent novel is
Observer (January 2023) written with Robert Lanza.
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Readers new to Kress should start with Beggars in Spain, although many people say the novella version is
better than the novel. Follow that up with Probability Moon and After the Fall, Before the Fall, During the
Fall. She has a Best of Nancy Kress collection from Subterranean Press which is out of print in paper but
still available in ebook (a bargain at $5).

Photo by Catriona Sparks - orginally posted to Flickr as Delia, Nancy & Ellen, CC BY 2.0,
https;ycommons.wikimedia.ong/w/index.php ’curid=50412652

...Letters of Comment on N'APA 283
Nice castle picture.

Intermission #167 - Good news from Russia. I didn’t hear of these stories so thank you. I'm worried about
Al drones without Asimov’s Three Laws. This 1s how we get Terminators. I like your article on thinking
machines, contrasting SF with real life machines. You have a very interesting article on Fantasy. These days
science fiction 1s used for science fiction and fantasy. I didn’t know it used to be the other way around.
Urban fantasy 1s different from science fantasy in that it 1s normally set in the real world, just with magic
added. But your views on fantasy are at least 25 years out of date. Fantasy does not have to be based on
medieval values and most urban fantasy does not have nobility, slaves, kings, etc. Many writers of fantasy
have magic system with rules. Sanderson especially 1s known for very rigid systems of magic that rival
science n having strict rules. And there are plenty of fantasy novels not based on European Middle Ages.
There are plenty of books using magic and stories from Asia, Africa, and the Middle Fast. And don’t forget
magical realism from South America. I agree that the eight plots you cite were very common, but in the last
25 years fantasy has broadened beyond these plots to include fantasy-mysteries, fantasy cozies (such as
opening up a coffee shop in a magical world), and fantasy romances. I've been using Al at work to routinize
some repetitive tasks and doing some data analysis. But I'm careful to check the AI’s results. History does
not slow down, but the closer history gets to the present day, the harder it 1s for people to see trends and
determine what 1s important. I disagree with you on awards since awards are not distributed randomly.
America had over a million COVID deaths even with our closing schools and having people work from
home. I would hate to see what the numbers
would have been like without that.
Interesting idea that online discussions used
to be better because technology users were
self-selected. Al violates copyright because it
can do things like create a new picture in an
artist’s style or write a new Harry Potter
story in J] K Rowling’s voice.

Archive Midwinter for NAPA 283 - Trump
won’t use nuclear weapons to stay in power,
but he might use the threat of someone else
have nukes to claim a national emergency
requiring him to stay in office (even though
we had elections during the Civil War and
WWII without problems). I need to add
Patrick O’Brian to my list of books to read.
Yes, pop culture is pervasive even if you
don’t watch TV and movies; you get the
references second hand. My new job 1s
exactly the same as my old job (the one that
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RIFed me), except that I am working for a contractor and not directly as a GS employee. It is the same
work (some of the same projects) for the same boss. The Wizard of Earthsea graphic novel just won a Hugo
(I was there!).

Murder Master Mage #283 - I'm sure I don’t need to tell you that 122,000 words 1s rather long for a novel.
James Schmitz’s Telzey books were probably half that. It 1s important to remember that what we call Al
isn’t really Al It just predicts what the text should say based on what other texts say. So, it can hallucinate
and make things up without any malice forethought. It’s always good to see more Telzey.

Brownian Motion #20 - While there’s no evidence of aliens science has progressed to the point that we
know there are billions of planets in the universe. We also know there is at least one planet (our Earth) with
life. It follows then that there are two options, one, somewhere in the universe there is at least one and
probably a lot more than one planet with life or there is something magical about Earth that made it the
only spot in the entire universe, among all the billions of planet, where life emerged. I know which of the
two sounds more scientific. But, again, there is no evidence as yet. Good luck with your site. One
suggestion, use a link shortener or renamer to change https://www.ven.be.ca/” garth? to something that says
SFGuide or SFInfo or something similar. I assume you already know about the fan encyclopedia
https://fancyclopedia.org/wiki/Fancvclopedia_3 It might be easier to see if you could help contribute to that
publication rather than start your own. Doctor Who has always been bad at continuity. Television SF has
had to worry about continuity a lot more since the development of videocassettes and DVDs that allow fans
to see old episodes in order rather than syndication which might not preserve the order and requires
viewers to wait months if not years for a certain episode to appear so they can check details.

Esmeralda County Line #16 - Hey Kevin, if you will be in the DC area in October, you might be interested
in Capclave, the convention where reading is not extinct. It will be the first weekend in October. I do some
audiobooks but only while driving or places where I cannot read a book (since as you note I can read a lot
faster than the audiobook can speak). On Equal Time, I think we have gone too far in the opposite
direction since most media outlets are owned by billionaires, or corporations owned by billionaires. The
Washington Post has moved significantly to the right in the last couple of years even though Jeff Bezos had
originally promised to stay out of its editorial direction. I have heard predictions that as many as 25% of
colleges will close over the next 10 years due to dropping populations and Trump’s restrictions on foreign
students. Yes, Hyperion and its sequels are well worth reading. I have Giles Goat Boy but have not read it
(I have multiple bookcases full of books I've been meaning to read). Thanks for saying I earned the
Franson Award. I am honored. R.A. Lafferty is an acquired taste, but well worth the effort to acquire. 1
. agree that mainstream comics struggle to present the
llusion of change while keeping everything the same.
They are occasionally able to make permanent change
such as the evolution of Batman’s sidekick Robin into
the solo hero Nightwing, but too often they just hit the
reset button. H-1B visas are for tech workers and are not
cheap enough to use for fast food workers. Besides, they
are replacing workers with kiosks that don’t work well but
save them on salaries. Interesting point about 19" century
novels being so different from now that they are like SF.
Things fandom found embarrassing were things like
nudity and trying to freak out the Mundanes. I've been
reviewing Adventures in Time and Space in the sf/fan
history zine Origins. I'm doing it in pieces since it 1is
close to a thousand pages of great stories. Nuclear waste
storage may be more of a political problem than a
scientific one but it 1s still a problem. No state wants to be
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dumping ground for nuclear waste. I need to look for a copy of The Immortal Storm. 1 disagree with you
on historians. The job of a historian is not to find some mythical objective truth but to dig into why
something happened and use evidence to prove a thesis. Good luck on your writing.

RA.LL#13 - It’s great that you are continuing law school. Good luck! Yes, please research who owns the
copyright to A.L. produced works. I think it would be like the famous case of a monkey who stole a camera
and took a picture. The owner of the equipment owns the work produced, not the Al (or the monkey). The
U.S. government is well worth celebrating even for those of us who have concerns about its current
caretakers.

MOZIAG #3 - I'm the same way with biting off more than I can chew even though I know this results in
my producing less than my best work on some projects. What makes July and August interesting is the way
they push the other months off by two. September should be the seventh month, not the ninth; October the
eighth, not the 10" etc. Congrats on finishing a story. Don’t forget about N3I’s story contest. Yes, the more
library cards the better. Put me down for Sisko. DS 9 1s my favorite Trek. I'm impressed with all the Trek
you’ve watched. Reading is not passive if you write reviews, participate in book discussions, or vote for
awards. I don’t think Als lie because they are essentially text generation based on data and prompts. It
cannot tell right from wrong. But they certainly can get things wrong and provide incorrect answers and
“hallucinations.” If you like Little Fuzzy, read Piper’s other two Fuzzy books. If you like those than try other
books he wrote. Also try John Scalzi’s rewrite of Little Fuzzy, Fuzzy Nation. Actually, a lot of audiobooks,
especially early ones, are edited/abridged. And anyone who has ever seen two different performances of the
same play, with different actors understands how the performer has a major impact on the performance,
even when the words are the same.

Brandy Hall #19 - 1 played a few games of D & D in middle school but not since then. If we included
everyone’s zine, regardless of length, then it would be up to each reader to decide how much attention to
give to each zine. If we don’t include some, we are preventing the reader from making
that choice. As you say, no one forces the reader to read everything. I'm fine with
people using Al as a spelling and grammar checker. That’s different from using it to
actually write the content. SF Poetry now has its own Hugo category. I watched
Avatar but not its sequels. Thanks for the list of Penguin books. I think you proved
your point that Penguin wasn’t concerned about publishing public domain books. If
there is one only one course preventing a student from graduating and it isn’t being
offered, most schools will let the student substitute some independent study of the
topic. What’s wrong with visiing DC? There are lots of museums and monuments
and historical sites.

Yes, it 1s the same job I was doing before being RIFed, just as a government
contractor instead of a GS government worker. While doing well in school in any <s
subject requires learning how to learn, the liberal arts specifically teach the student N
how to do this. Good point about COVID restrictions affecting the outcome which 1s
why the actual death number 1s lower than predicted. From what I've read, the dodo was not very tasty.
Spending time with family 1s an excellent use of post-retirement time.

——

—_—

Swarnp Spot Sentinel #2.2 - 1 agree about inflation being a major problem. I'm sorry to hear about your
medical and other issues. I had not heard of Sergeant Preston. I think the recent anthology of Beatles-based
stories had one with super powers. I don’t know, the Calvin & Hobbes crossover comics seem worth
reading. You gave a very interesting analysis of Ada Palmer’s Inventing the Renaissance, which just won the
Hugo for Best Related book; I was there (at the Hugo ceremony, not the Renaissance). I certainly agree that
this 1s not an easy read but think Ada made a complex historical period understandable and interesting.
Sturgeon’s law (95% of everything is crap) applies to both detective stories and comics.
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I agree that the Supreme Court needs to do a better job restraining Trump (but Congress should
also). Death of an Author by Nnedi Okorafor is well worth reading. There’s a nice twist at the end.

...Author’s Note
Samizdat is a production of Samuel Lubell, who is solely responsible for its contents. Nothing here should
be taken as the views of any current or former employer, client, or organization to which I belong. Views on
political issues are my own and have nothing to do with any government, nonprofit organization, or for
profit employment. Graphics are from clip art discs, the Internet, and online Al programs. Samizdat is
produced for the Fantasy Fan Federation, a long-running science fiction fan group, and is distributed
through its National Amateur Press Alliance (N’APA).
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Kevin Trainor Jr.
PO Box 143
Tonopah, NV 89049

wombat.socho@gmail.com

THAT WAS THE SUMMER THAT WAS

As usual, ’'m starting this the weekend before the sue date, so I'll probably forget something,.

We held Son of Silvercon IV with Tim Powers as our Guest of Honor in July, and that went
very well despite us being on the same weekend as Writers Cantina in Utah. Nathan, who runs
Writers Cantina, and I have coordinated to avoid this next year. SoS IV went very well. Maxwell
Drake and Brad Torgersen, our guests of honor from SoS III and II respectively, dropped by, and a
good time was had by all despite the hotel goofing up our function space reservation and forcing us
to co-locate the consuite in my room. Next year we have Larry Correia lined up as our Guest of
Honor, followed by Travis Corcoran in 2028. Also, if you missed Tim this year, he really enjoyed the
convention and wants to come back next year.

This month was the last NSSAB meeting of FY 2026, and we got the surprising news that
since the cleanup work will be finished this year, the Board will sunset eatly, at the end of FY 2027.
This will cost me about $2000 in reimbursed hotel bills, mileage, and per diem payments in FY 2028,
but I can live with it. Other sites (like, say, Hanford) have another century or so before they can say
the same.

The painful effects of the Kia’s air conditioning repair back in June continue to afflict my
tinances, and it looks like I won’t be going east to the DC area next month either. Just as well; 1
should be staying home, not spending money, and writing more books to flog to the public.



BOOKS & OTHER MEDIA

Speaking of books, The Misfit is up on Amazon for a quite reasonable 99 cents, or you can
read it through Kindle Unlimited if you prefer that. The Kickstarter for The Hawk, the Fox, and the
Princess, is active; this is my fantasy novel that is a one-off, completely lacking in LitRPG tropes,
elves, dwarves, orcs, or other such things that infest much of current fantasy.

I picked up Mike Kupari’s Her Brother’s Keeper, in which an aristocratic privateer captain is
hired by her own father to retrieve her brother from his kidnappers on an anarchic frontier planet,
and so far I'm liking it. Also acquired Smuggling Spaces, by Julie Frost, which is a short story
collection about a tramp freighter and her crew; if you liked Firefly or Serenity, you’ll like this,
especially since it has a baby dragon and bioengineered glowing capybaras.

In case I didn’t mention it before, I also acquired and read Nick Cole & Jason Anspach’s
Savage Wars, which has a grim answer to the question of what happens when our Natural Ruling
Classes load themselves into generation ships and then get overtaken by FTL ships bearing colonies
of the people they thought they were abandoning to their deaths? I also have their Legionnaire,
which I haven’t started yet but is set in the same universe.

Books I Probably Shouldn’t Have Bought But I Can’t Find My Copy In All These
Furshlugginer Boxes Department: David Drake’s Balefires, the collection of all his short horror,
which builds on From the Heart of Darkness, which I have a signed paperback copy of somewhere.

Finally got around to watching Oppenbeimer, and 1 tell you hwut, as low as my opinion of the
fellow was before I saw the movie, this flick made me think even less of him. The movie itself was
very good, if somewhat surreal at times, and I think the casting director deserves kudos, but I knew
people who lost their clearances for a hell of a lot less than J. Robert Oppenheimer, and I came out
of the movie thinking he got off easy. My opinions may have been slightly influenced by my Teller
number being 2 (and therefore my Oppenheimer number was 3) but still. If Nolan was trying to
paint Oppenheimer as a tragic hero, he didn’t sell me. Harry Truman had him pegged.

1 enjoyed Coyote vs. Acme a lot more. This is a movie for all the kids who enjoyed the
Roadrunner cartoons, and while I think they did my man Foghorn Leghorn dirty by making him
head of the eceevil Acme Corporation, it was a funny movie with occasional scenes of pathos. Highly
recommended.

MUSIC AND OTHER SUCH EVILS
Didn’t buy any music this past two months.

THE COMMENTER IN THE HIGH CASTLE: COMMENTS ON N’APA #284
Intermission #167

(Thinking Machines) ~ There is a Keith Laumer story, “Cocoon”, which is a darker take on
Forster’s classic story; not only is the machine breaking down, it’s not even aware that Nature is
preparing to break it once and for all. € " I'm surprised Brunner’s The Shockwave Rider has faded
into obscurity as quickly as it has, being supplanted by the cyberpunk genre.

Archive Midwinter

(RYCTo Ahrvid) They didn’t put Biden in the Home for the Confused. They won’t do it to
Trump.
(RYCTo Bob) 1dk about adults automatically condemning what the kids like. My parents

were very supportive of my reading (and later, watching) SF. They even let me attend the DC
Wortldcon in 1974, though they drew the line at my attending MidAmericon in 1976.

(RYCTo Joe) I cheerfully admit to using Grok to do spell checking, reading for
consistency, outlining, and similar support tasks. The dialogue and other prose is all mine, though.
(RYCTo Mark) 1066 And All That is wonderful fun.

II



Intermission #168

(History Corner) There are quite a few photos from the 1950s showing people standing on
casino roofs to watch the atomic weapons tests at the Nevada Test Site, and I believe the Atomic
Museum has a section devoted to atomic tourism. Nowadays it’s a lot less fun, but you can still tour
the former test site and see historical places like the Sedan Crater. € " There’s no Atom Bomb
Cola, but Nuka-Cola from the post-apocalyptic video game Fallout: New Vegas is bottled and sold
by Jones Soda. Quantum and Victory flavors also available! 6 6" Apparently Open Office Writer is
just as bad as Word for such things.

The Murder Master Mage #283
(N3F stuff) I keep forgetting to send book & movie reviews to you for the Review of Books.

Brownian Motion #20

(RYCTo Jefferson) There was a limited amount of conscription by states into state units at the
beginning of the Civil War, but more recently the practice has been for the Federal government to
draft people into the Army of the United States (or Air Force, or Navy) and assign them to National
Guard units that have already been federalized. States could draft people into the State Guard or
Naval Militia.

I knew I should have started earlier. Guess we’ll be having leftover comments in the next ish.
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	Here a full page (from 1900) on how the club worked, listing the active clubs or “branches” (ca 80) at the time. Note club #745 lower right. At this time there had been around 750 clubs! It seems clubs often went inactive after a while (teenagers getting older acquire other interests) and club numbers were reused. The Golden Hours Club system was massive. It outshone e g Gernsback's Science Fiction League 30 years later.
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